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3-day national mourning in Jordan 

J?* etr ^ ^ ourt 3,1 Friday announced a 

■ mourning period as of Saturday in a show of sorrow and 

^ f™y dawn's massacre of dozens of Palestinians at the 
ittBftimt Mosque in the occupied Palestinian town of Hebron. A 

•HS2f n y ,,,I S ** . the R °s*> Cau ^ said: “Upon directives of His 
Majesty King Hussein, and with great sorrow and grief, the Royal 
a three-day period of mounting as of Saturday 
fcunadan 16 of 1414 Hijri, Feb. 26 of 199Cto mourn the death of 
raiesttnian worshippers who were murdered today while performing 

lPr 551 rs at j Irbahimi Mosque in Hebron. The Royal Court 
condemns and denounces this ugly criminal act and implores God the 
Almighty to bless the souls of the martyrs.'' 


y.'i. 
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Cabinet: Israel responsible for massacre 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council of Ministers late Friday met to discuss 
the massacre of Palestinians in the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron and 
the ensuing developments. The Cabinet affirmed in a statement it 
issued to vowing the meeting that Israel should shoulder full 
responsibility for the massacre and urged an end to Jewish terrorist 
acts committed against Palestinians. It called for disarming Jewish 
betters in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip and for removing 
settlements from the territories and providing protection for the 
Palestinians there. The Council of Ministers also appealed to the 
international community to work on preventing such incidents through 
providing protection for the Palestinian people and to ensure the 
Palestinians legitimate rights through reaching a just and comprehen- 
sive settlement of the Palestinian problem by ensuring Israel's 
withdrawal from the occupied Palestinian and Arab lands, including 
Jerusalem. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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[Massacre at Hebron mosque 

f At least 60 Palestinians gunned down by one or more settlers 

Israeli troops kill 10 more 


HEBRON (Agencies) — One 
of more settlers gunned down 
atTleast 60 Pales tinia ns and 
Wounded dozens more at a 
Hebron mosque on Friday 
igniting fierce clashes which 
,Ieft 10 more dead across the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

‘ In the worst-ever carnage by 
settlers, American-born doctor 
Baruch Goldstein donned his 
Imiform as an Israeli army re- 
serve major to penetrate the 
Ibrahimi mosque at the Tomb 
‘ of tbe Patriarchs. 

As hundreds of Muslims 
knelt for dawn prayers he 
opened fire with a Galil auto- 
matic rifle and lobbed three 
grenades before being killed or 
killing himself. 

According to differing ver- 
sions, he either turned the gun 
on himself, was shot dead by 
someone unknown or beaten 
down with iron bars by wor- 
shippers. 

The army insisted die 35- 
year-old orthodox Jew acted 
alone. .But some Palestinian 
witnesses disputed the story. 

Aziz A1 Hashmami. 40, said 


he saw 'four to five” gunmen 
open fire, but did not know 
how they escaped. Hussein Iss 
A1 Rajabi, 42, said a second 
settler fed the gunman with 
amm unition as he raked wor- 
shippers. 

Imam Ibrahim Abdin, who 
was leading Friday prayers 
said: “The shots came from 
several directions. It was a 
veritable bloodbath.” 

Bat another Palestinian who 
was in the mosque said Gold- 
tein was alone and reloaded his 
rifle with at least three of the 
four or five bullet clips he 
carried. 

Between 20 to 30 Jewish 
settlers led by an Israeli army 
captain carried oat the mas- 
sacre, official Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
spokesman Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo said. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo rejected 
Israel’s “lying version” of tbe 
attack. 

“The PLO blames the Israeli 
government and its army for 
this crime,” Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said at a press conference in 


Tunis. 

Witness Mohammad Sulei- 
man Abu Saleh, 33, a guard at 
thermosque, said there were up 
to 800 worshippers inside. 

"He was trying to kill as 
many as possible. The floor of 
the mosque was full of bodies 
and blood. Worshippers who 
were kneeling down at the time 
"tried to ran away in fright and 
some fait the ground. 

“I shouted to the army to 
come and stop him. But they 
ran away. He changed his 
magazine at least once. At 
least seven people were killed 
instantly. Their brains were 
spilled on the ground,” Mr. 
Aba Saleh told Reuters. 

“He shot for 10 minutes,” he 
said. “The army did not inter- 
vene until the massacre was 
over.” 

Faisal Hnsseini, PLO Chair- 
man Arafat’s senior aide m 
Jerusalem, called for an inves- 
tigation into file army’s re- 
ported failure to stop the gun- 
man. He also called for tbe 
disarming of the estimated 
120,000 settlers in the occupied 



Palestinians evacuate the dead an ^ injured from the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron (AFP photos) 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The massacre ignited violent 
protests throughout the occu- 
pied territories and at the A1 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, 
one of Islam's holiest shrines. 

Hospital officials said 79 
Palestinians were killed and 
about 170 wounded in the 
Hebron mosque shooting and 
subsequent violence. Hospital 
officials estimated that at least 


60 people were killed in the 
mosque. 

The attack was the bloodiest 
since Israel occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza in the 1967 
Middle East war. It threatened 
to set back the peace talks that 
were only weeks away from 
agreement on Palestinian 
autonomy and troop withdraw- 
al from the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank region of 


Jericho. 

An anonymous telephone 
caller to AFP in Jerusalem 
claimed responsibility for the 
killing in the name of Jewish 
extremists. 

The caller said tbe massacre 
was to avenge the Dec. 6 
shooting by Islamic fun- 
damentalists of an Israeli set- 
tler and his son, Mordechai 
and Shalom Lapid, in Hebron. 


The caller said be repre- 
sented the ‘’Zealots of the God 
of Israel,” an unknown group. 

A group calling itself the 
“Organisation of Avengers” 
called Israel army radio and 
said the killing was in reprisal 
for the November 1990 shoot- 
ing death of Rabbi Meir 
Kahane in New York. 

Reporters who arrived at the 
scene after the attack saw 


blood on the stairs and hun- 
dreds of shoes lined up outside 
the mosque that had been left 
by the worshippers. 

“Suddenly l heard shots. I 
turned around and saw a man 
with a beard and black kippu 
(skullcap) who started shoot- 
ing at people. I heard people 
screaming. I lay on the floor 

(Continued on page 5) 



Clinton summons Israel, 
PLO to non-stop talks 

Arafat brushes aside Rabin’s apology, 
says massacre will backfire on peace 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton said 
Friday that Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
.tion (PLO) have agreed to 
resume peace talks here in the 
wake of the Hebron mosque 
massacre. 

■ Mr. Clinton said that Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher telephoned Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and asked them to “remain in 
continuous session until the 
work is completed. 

“They both have agreed to 
do that,” Mr. Clinton said af- 
ter. -sharply condemning the 
attack in a mosque packed with 
Muslim worshippers that left at 
least 60 dead and dozens in- 
jured as “a gross act of mur- 
Jer.” 

The negotiators would come 
- , o Washington for talks aimed 
£ it breaking the logjam of terms 
nocking implementation of a 
rist^ic peace agreement 


signed last year at the White 
House which provides for 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Mr. Clinton said it “was no 
coincidence" that what he said 
was a lone gunman struck dur- 
ing the Holy Month of Rama- 
dan and that his purpose was to 
ruin the peace process already 
underway. 

During a White House news 
conference.the president cal- 
led on all sides “to exercise 
maximum restraint in what we 
all understand is a terribly 
emotional situation.” 

He urged all parties not to 
succumb to extremists on both 
sides who are “determined to 
drag Arabs and Israelis back 
into the darkness of unending 
conflict and bloodshed." 

“The answer now is to re- 
double our efforts to conclude 
the talks between Israel and 
the PLO and begin the imple- 
mentation of the agreement 
they have made as rapidly as 
possible." 


Mr. Christopher also strong- 
ly condemned the Hebron 
massacre in an earlier prepared 
statement and called on all 
parries to the Middle East 
peace process not to be deter- 
red by the killings. 

Mr. Christopher said the act 
appeared to have been carried 
out by a lone gunman, though 
Palestinian witnesses said up to 
five Jewish settlers joined the 
shooting. 

Earlier Friday, the State De- 
partment warned American 
citizens after the Hebron mas- 
sacre not to travel to East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and 
Gaza and to be cautious while 
travelling in the Middle East 
and Europe. 

“Americans travelling 
throughout the Middle East 
and Europe should exercise 
special caution by being parti- 
cularly aware of their sur- 
roundings, avoiding at! crowds 

(Continued on page 5) 


No mystery over how worshippers 
died but fate of gunman unknown 


HEBRON (AP) — It was ab- 
out 5:45 a.m. in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, and you could have 
heard a pin drop as 800 Muslim 
wprsliipers knelt in neat rows, 
their heads bowed in dawn 
prayer. 

■ Then, shots rang out. 

• A' bearded gunman, stand- 
ing near the tomb of the Biblic- 
al materiarch Sarah, fired from 
his automatic Galil rifle, which 
qaifT spit out bullets at the rate 
of 750 pec minute. 

’ The. shooter, immigrant 
physician Baruch Goldstein of 
New York, was about one 
metre' from the closest line of 
worshipers, their backs turned 
to' him. 

’ When the first clip was 
spent^ he threw a grenade, 
emptied three more magazines 
and hurled two more grenades, 
said -worshipper Abdul Hafez 
Idries who escaped unharmed. 

* Other witnesses quoted by 
news agencies said there were at 
least nw other settlers with 
Goldstein. 

' Several minutes later, when 
Cfldstein was done shooting. 
tuCre-were dozens killed and 
scores more wounded on the 


carpetted floor of the mosque, 
which is part of the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs compound. 

Worshiper Maher Imam said 
survivors clobbered Goldstein 
with shoes, chair legs and a fire 
extinguisher, and one man 
gripped Goldsteins throat. 

“It was so slippery from the 
blood that I fell twice to the 
ground,” said Mr. Imam, 39. 

The army insisted Goldstein 
committed suicide but would 
not give details. 

There was no word on his 
body. 

Survivors carried out the 
dead and wounded on prayer 
mats and straw carpets. They 
used strips of clothing and 
head scraps to bandage 
wounds. 

“I carried seven dead out- 
side.” said Mohamamd Abu 
Saleh, a mosque guard. ‘I car- 
ried with my hands two boys, 
about eight or nine years old. 
Both were dead. I started 
crying.” 

The mosque's muezzin Jamil 
Natshe, had been struck by 
grenade shrapnel that ripped 
apart the back of his skull and 
killed him instantly,” Mr. Abu 


Saleh said. 

During the shooting, there 
was no escape. Goldstein stood 
in front of the only exit leading 
out of the packed mosque, 
which measured about 20 
metres by 30 metres. 

Several soldiers were posted 
outside but apparently could 
not get in to stop the gunman, 
said Israeli Cabinet Minister 
Yair Tsaban, speaking after 
being briefed by army officials. 

“There is only one entrance, 
and once the shooting started, 
there was a massive rush on the 
entrance,"Mr. Tsaban told re- 
porters. 

“An army officer in charge 
tried to get inside when he 
heard the shooting. He has 
pushed out by the worshipers 
who were trying to get the 
injured out.” 

With word of the massacre 
spreading in Hebron, a Palesti- 
nian town of 80,000, private 
cars and vans began pulling up 
in front of the downtown com- 
pound to take the wounded to 
hospitals. 

At Ahli Arab Hospital, set 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan demands settlements be dismantled 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan on Friday 
strongly condemned the mas- 
sacre of more than 60 Palesti- 
nian worshippers by an Israeli 
settler in a Hebron mosque 
and demanded international 
action to ensure that the 
Palestinians are no longer ex- 
posed to such violence. 

The Jordanian government 
also called for the dismantling 
of Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as one of the best actions 
to prevent the recurrence of 
such violence. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
told reporters after Friday 
prayers at the Faiha Mosque: 
“I condemn and denounce this 
crime. Our hearts and souls are 
with our kin and brothers in 
the occupied territories and in 




Hebron. 

“My feelings towards this 
crime are no different from 
that of all faithful," said the 
King. “I pray to God to make 
this incident the last act of 
violence anywhere in the 
world.” 

Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali. in a statement carried 
by the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, described the Hebron 
massacre as a crime “that 
shows extremism, fanaticism 
and the lack of respect for 
human rights and the sanctity 
of the holy places.” 

Dr. Majali said the massacre 
“poses a great obstacle to the 
efforts for peace in the re- 
gion.” 

Dr. Majali said the killings 
underlined “the need for a 
total Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab territories 


and the dismantling of all set- 
tlements as a guarantee for 
preventing the recurrence of 
such crimes, which contradict 
all human and religious 
values.” 

Dr. Majali expressed his 
condolences to the Palestinian 
people and leadership. 

He called on the internation- 
al community and organisa- 
tions to put an end to such 
attacks. The Hebron massacre, 
he said, “is not just another act 
of violence adding to the 
Israeli record of terrorist ac- 
tions against innocent civilians, 
but it is a consequence of the 
continued Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories and the 
Israeli denial of the Palesti- 
nians' right to self- 
determination on Palestinian 
soil.” 

Minister of State for Foreign 


Affairs Talal A1 Hassan also 
voiced Jordan's strong conde- 
mnation of tjje killings. “This 
ugly crime '.has shaken the 
sentiments of the. whole 
world,” he said. “It sbqgjd not 
be allowed to pass uimonced.” 

The -minister said Jordan 
held Israel responsible for the 
attack and demanded an im- 
mediate investigation into the 
killings. He also demanded 
that Israel adopt firm action to 
curb Jewish settlers and with- 
draw all their arms. 

Mr. Hassan summoned the 
ambassadors of the five perma- 
nent members of the’U.N. 
Security Council and’ of 
Greece, the serving president 
of the European.Union, as well 
as Indonesia, chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement to 1 
register Jordan's condemna- 
tion of the massacre. 


King donates 
JD 100,000 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
Friday announced that he was 
donating JD 100,000 to <fa> 
families of Palestinians killed in 
Friday's massacre. 

Mr. Hassan urged the 
ambassadors to ask their re- 
spective countries to “shoulder 
their full responsibilities to- 
wards such- crimes” and sup- 
port efforts for a just peace in 
the Middle East and ensure a 
total Israeli withdrawal, from 
the occupied territories. 

The ambassadors expressed 
regret and shock over the mas- 
sacre and promised to convey 
the Jordanian point of view to 

(Continued on -page 5) 


Massacre globally condemned 


Combined agency dispatches 
FRIDAY’S massacre at a Heb- 
ron mosque was universally 
condemned by foreign govern- 
ments. amid widespread fears 
that it could derail the Middle 
East peace process, and some 
criticism of Israel. 

“It is the responsibility of 
the authorities in the occupied 
territories to provide protec- 
tion for all inhabitants,” a Brit- 
ish Foreign office spokesman 
said. 

But he added: “This appall- 
ing atrocity must not be 
allowed to jeopardise the 
peace process negotiations” 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) for Palestinian auton- 
omy. 


“We deplore violence from 
whatever quarter and urge res- 
traint." 

In the worst ever attack on 
Palestinians by settlers, one or 
more gunmen raked worship- 
pers with gunfire as they knelt 
praying at the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs on Friday morning 
killing at least 60 people and 
injuring dozens. 

Nine more Palestinians were 
reported killed by Israeli sol- 
diers and scores wounded dur- 
ing protests following the 
attack, while an Israeli settler 
was hacked to death by a 
Palestinian. 

Russia condemned the 
attack as an “act of terror” and 
urged Israel to take immediate 
action to prevent such a thing 


happening again. 

Condemnation by Israel’s 
leadership and the main poli- 
tical parties “did not absolve 
the Israeli government from all 
responsibility, nor from ' the 
need to act in a way that will 
check the rise in violence,” the 
Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement carried by Russian 
news agencies. 

“Measures must be taken 
immediately so that nothing 
similar happens again and the 
guilty parties are punished,” 
the ministry said. 

European countries express- 
ed shock at the killings but 
urged Israel and the Palesti- 
nians to keep talking for the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hardliners vow revenge 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Hardline Palestinian groups 
vowed to avenge Friday's mas- 
sacre of more than 60 worship- 
pers at a West Bank mosque 
and said it rang the death knell 
of the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hamas, put all its 
fighters “on a maximum state 
of alert” and called on them 
“to retaliate as hard as possible 
to avenge the slaughter in Heb- 
ron. 

Hamas, which has 
spearheaded attacks on Israelis 
in the occupied territories since 
tbe September autonomy 
accord, announced “emergen- 
cy military plans" to bit “Zion- 
ist targets, occupation soldiers 


and settlers." 

One or more settlers shot 
dead at least 60 Palestinians 
and wounded dozens more in- 
side a mosque at the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs in Hebron, and 
nine other Arabs were (tilled in 
dashes with troops. 

Leaders of a Damascus- 
based 10-member alliance 
opposed to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace deal with Israel also de- 
manded in separate statements 
that tbe Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories be placed under United 
Nations protection. 

They also called on PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
abandon his peace negotiations 
with Israel and work for 
Palestinian unity. 


Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), predicted more 
attacks against Palestinians 
and held Israeli Prime Minis ter 
Yitzhak Rabin responsible for 
the violence. 

“I think the settlers would 
continue their ma :res 
against our people under the 
eyes of Rabin and his forces,” 
Mr. Hawatmeh told Reuters 
Television. 

He said the violence was ja 
result of FLO-Israeli deal 
“which ignored completely the 
withdrawal of the Israeli set- 
tlers from the occupied terri- 
tories." 


(Continued on page 5) 


Politicians, community 
leaders denounce killing 
peace talks and Arafat 


By. Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — .Political and 
community leaders reacted 
vehemently Friday to the mas- 
sacre of over at least 60 Palesti- 
nians at the Ibrahimi Mosqne 
in Hebron and called on Jorda- 
nians to observe three days of 
mourning and calling for an 
end to peace negotiations with. 
Israel on all fronts. ■ 

“We call on all Jordanians to 
let black flags fly over their 
homes for three days and to 
abstain from working for a 
symbolic 1/4 of an hour Satur- ■ 
day in commemoration of the 
martyrs,” read the announce- 
ment distributed by the profes- 
sional associations and leftist, 
pan-Arab and Islamist political 
parties. Die groups announced 
that a march would be held 
Sunday at 14:30 from the pro- 
fessional unions building to the 
Hashemieh Square in down- 
town Amman to mark "the 
anger in our hearts and our 
rejection of the peace process 
as it stands.” 

Leaders of political ‘parties, 
popular unions and organisa- 
tions as well . as members of 
Parliament and Palestinian 
activities met Friday to declare 
their outrage at the massacre in 
a heated atmosphere which 
brought tears to the eves . of 
many and would-be fistfights 
on several occasions. 

Less than an hour after news 
of the anack was broadcast. 
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representatives and - members 
or Jordanian and Palestinian 
. popular unions and organisa- 
tions marched- from the profes- 
sional associations complex in’ 
Shmeisiini to the Red Cross 
office asking for international 
protection for Palestinians liv : 
ing under Israeli occupation. 

Almost simultaneously after 
the noon, prayers demons! ra- 
tions broke out in several 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
greater Amman and Baqaa. 

In the Baqaa -refugee camp. 
Lower House. member 
Mohammad Owaida. and Isla- 
mic Action- Front represents- • 
live Mohammad Abu Paris 
joined demonstrators in conde- 
mning the: attack and calling . ‘ 
for an end to the peace pro- 
cess. 

But the I AF was not the only • 
group to; call for an abrogation • 
of the peace process. 

■Waheed A1 Jaberi. president 
of-the Khalil A1 Rahman Soci- 
ety. also known as the Hebron 
Community Society, called on 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman .Yasser 
Arafat to “resign immediate- 
ly" There should be art im- 
mediate vote of no confidence 
■for Yasser Arafat and anyone j 
involved in the peace negotin- . \ 
tions." Mr. Jaberi told fellow v 
Hebronites gathered at the 
society in a massive condo- 
lence ceremony for the rela- 
tives of the victims of the mav 

• (Continued o 
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Middle East News 


Egypt may ease entry procedures 
for Gazans with its documents 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Egyptian 
government is seriously con- 
sidering a plan to ease the 
procedures for Gazans car- 
rying Egyptian documents to 
enter and possibly settle 
down in Egyptian territory, 
diplomatic sources said Fri- 
day. 

If and when implemented, 
the relaxed procedures will 
enable tens of thousands of 
Palestinians of Gazan origin 
to return to Egypt and exer- 
cise their options. Nearly 
25.000 of them are stuck in 
Kuwait with nowhere to go. 

“The Egyptian govern- 
ment is studying a proposal to 
lift all restrictions on Gazans 
canying Egyptian papers re- 
turning to Egypt," said the 
diplomatic source. "In all 
probability an announcement 
would be made in this regard 
soon." 

However, other sources 
said, the new procedures will 
also involve prior permission 
for Gazans in the diaspora to 
enter Egypt, but the process 
will be made easier and com- 
pleted in a matter of days, 
compared to the months that 
it takes now. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials con- 
firmed that the PLO lead- 
ership had raised the issue 
with the Egyptian govern- 
ment and Cairo had promised 
to study the subject. But they 


could confirm reports that 
Cairo had already adopted a 
decision to allow all Gazans 
carrying Egyptian travel 
documents to return to its 
territory without any impedi- 
ment. 

The PLO request was 
made shortly after the peace 
process started in Madrid in 
October, said a PLO official. 

Egypt has already started a 
census of Gazans holding 
Egyptian travel documents 
living in Egypt as well as 
elsewhere in the Arab World. 
The census is expected to end 
mid- April. 

The findings of the census 
will give the Egyptian author- 
ities a fairly accurate picture 
of Gazans wishing to return 
to their occupied homeland 
and those who have already 
settled elsewhere after ac- 
quiring other nationalities, 
the diplomatic sources noted. 

The Sept. 13 agreement 
between Israel and die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) provides for discus- 
sions on the status of Palesti- 
nians displaced in the 1967 
war. 

PLO officials estimate the 
number of “displaced" 
Palestinians, including West 
Bankers who live in Jordan, 
at 875,000. But there are not 
many of that category living 
in Egypt. 

There are several categor- 
ies of Gazans, and the Egyp- 
tian approach to them varies: 

— Natives of the 


Mediterranean strip who still 
live there are allowed to 
travel to Egypt with relatively 
easy clearance procedures. 

— Palestinians from else- 
where who fled to Gaza and 
lived in refugee camps after 
losing their homes when the 
state of Israel was created in 
1948. Egypt treats them as 
part of the Gaza natives. 

— Gazans, including na- 
tives and refugees from else- 
where who fled the strip, in 
the 1967 war. 

The bulk of them — about 
50,000 — came to Jordan 
followed by a few thousands 
in 1969 who were expelled by 
Israel. Their total number is 
estimated at between 250,000 
and 200,000, including de- 
pendents. 

Most of those who came 
from Gaza to Jordan now 
living in Jerash Camp. 

They all carried Egyptian 
travel documents but most of 
them surrendered their pap- 
ers to Jordanian authorities 
in exchange for two-year 
Jordanian passports which 
facilitate their travel but do 
not entitle them to Jordanian 
citizenship or oblige them to 
fulfill citizenship responsibili- 
ties. 

But they also have to get 
prior clearance from Egypt 
before entering that country. 

Some of the Gazans, na- 
tives as well as refugees, who 
came to Jordan since 1967 
have been given full Jorda- 
nian nationality and issued 


regular Jordanian passports. 
No precise number was im- 
mediately available. 


Many of the Gazans, both 
natives and refugees from 
other parts of Palestine, 
moved to the Gulf states dur- 
ing the 1970s. They had re- 
latively free access to return 
to the Gaza Strip through 
Egypt since they all carried 
Egyptian-issued travel docu- 
ments but had to get prior 
clearance from the Egyptian 
Ministry of Interior. 

Accordign to Egyptian 
sources, one of the main con- 
siderations that determine 
their entry to Egypt is their 
financial status. 

"In most cases, permission 
is very easy if the applicant 
can prove that he or she is in 
a good financial position and 
will bring in funds to the 
country,” said one Egyptian 
source. 


Around 25,000 Palesti- 
nians of Gazan origin were in 
Kuwait during the Iraqi inva- 
sion of the emirate in August 
1990. Many of them applied 
for Egyptian permission to 
return to Egypt in the run-up 
to the war that ended the 
Iraqi occupation and thereaf- 
ter, but only a few of them 
were given the green light. 
Since then, they are stuck in 
Kuwait, with nowhere to go 
(since no other country 
would issue them visas ou 
their Egyptian travel docu- 
ments). 


U.S. congressmen campaign against 


lifting U.N. sanctions against Iraq 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Three years after the Gulf war, 
"Iraq remains in violation of 
key United Nations resolutions 
despite international sanctions; 
Saddam Hussein maintains his 
grip on power and there are 
few signs that the demise of his 
regime is imminent,” said con- 
gressman (Democrat- Indiana) 
Lee Hamilton, Chairman of 
the House Foreign Affairs sub- 
committee on Europe and the 
Middle East, at a Wednesday 
foreign policy hearing. 

“The current unsatisfactory 
state of affairs in Iraq seems 
capable of continuing inde- 
finitely." The question now, 
Mr. Hamilton said, is “what 
U.S. policy should be,” and 
what ought to be done beyond 
sanctions. 

Testifying at the hearing 
were Rep. Robert Torricelli, 
(Democrat-New Jersey); 
Laurie Mylroie, an Arab 
Affairs Fellow at the Washing- 
ton Institute for Near East 
Policy; Dr. Amatzia Baram, an 
Israeli professor of Middle 
East history at Haifa Universi- 
ty and a visiting fellow at 
Woodrow Wilson Centre, and 
Graham Fuller, senior analyst 
with the Rand Corporation. 

Mr. Torricelli described 
findings from his summer 1993 
visit to a few of “the hundreds 
of villages that were literally 
razed" by Iraq, and the “chill- 
ing” stories be had heard from 
survivors. 

“More than 200,000 Kurds 
were killed in the last decade,” 
their buildings destroyed, their 
crops poisoned by the Iraqi 
regime. The Iraqi army drove 
Kurds to the desert, Mr. Tor- 
ricelli charged, “where they 
were machine gunned to death 
by the thousands... Stories of 
genocide are only now begin- 
ning to be documented and 


heard.” 

The arrival of international 
monitors to Iraq after the war, 
forced it “to change its 
methods, but not its aims,” the 
congressman said. Iraq's “new 
campaign of terror is econo- 
mic," he added, citing inter- 
ruptions in the flow of huma- 
nitarian supplies and electrical 
power to the Kurds “some- 
times for weeks on end.” He 
said it is estimated that “from 
one to three babies a day were 
dying in hospitals because in- 
cubators lost power.” 

Such economic tactics have 
made the rebuilding of north- 
ern Iraq imposable. 

Moreover, “in a great irony 
of history, the (United Na- 
tions) embargo was placed on 
all of Iraq, and the Kunfish 
people, whom our own forces 
are there to protect, are now 
covered by the embargo,” Tor- 
ricelli said. 

“This is a policy that makes 
no sense.... We are doing Sad- 
dam's work for him until this 
embargo is lifted.” the con- 
gressman declared. “Kurds... 
are not asking for aid. They're 
asking for a chance to rebuild 
their economy." 

Responding to questions 
from Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Tor- 
ricelli said that democratically 
elected Kurdish leaders “are 
not seeking an independent 
state.” The U.S. and United 
Nations policy of recognising 
the territorial integrity of Iraq, 
therefore, “is not contradicted 
by dealing with these Kurdish 
leaders," be stressed. 

Mr. Mylroie, who spent the 
summer of 1993 in Iraq, 
strongly advocated maintain- 
ing the embargo. She said that 
despite the sanctions, Iraq had 
-been able to rebuild through a 
continuing flow of supplies 
over the Jordan border. And 


Jordan's purchase of Iraqi oil 

— “some S500 million per year 

— is Baghdad’s tingle most 
important source of foreign ex- 
change.” 

“The Iraqi-Jordanian oil 
trade also facilitates smuggling 
of contraband material in oil 
tankers used for that purpose.” 
according -to %hqi ■ defectors' 
reports, she' added, noting that- “ 
other Gulf countries rw horn the 
United States defended in the 
war. such as Oman or the 
United Arab Emirates, “can as 
easily supply Jordan with 
essential oil." 

Turning to Iraqi human 
rights “abuses” against the 
marsh Arabs and the draining 
of their marshlands in southern 
Iraq, Ms. Mylroie noted that 
United Nations planes fly 
above these areas daily. She 
further recommended that the 
military feasibility of bombing 
the earthem dikes to divert 
marsh waters be explored. 

Warning the subcommittee 
that “Baghdad has repeatedly 
promised revenge,” Ms. Myl- 
roie cited Baghdad’s involve- 
ment in the plan to assassinate 
former President Bush, and 
“serious, unanswered ques- 
tions" surrounding Iraq's 
possible role in the 1993 bomb- 
ing of the World Trade Centre. 

Displaying “Wanted” post- 
ers issued by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
and the Department of State. 
Ms. Mylroie said that two fugi- 
tive suspects indicted in New 
York “carried Iraqi passports” 
and one of them is now in 
Baghdad. 

Dr. Amatzia Baram, 
agreeing with Ms. Torricelli, 
stressed the need to help the 
Kurds and “prevent a new 
Kurdish refugee disaster.” On 
a practical level, he said, a 
number of inexpensive pro- 


jects are feasible, including: 

— A small oil refinery to 
enable the Kurds to use avail- 
able crude resources and con- 
vert them into oil products; 

— Operating cement factor- 
ies to continue reconstruction 
efforts; 

• * — 'Food processing -factories- 
to enable -villages to stabilise 
food supplies and become 
natural net exporters of fruits 
and vegetables. 

Graham Fuller urged the 
lifting of the United Nations 
embargo on northern Iraq, 
underscoring that Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan should not be treated as a 
liberated Kurdish region, but 
"as a liberated region of Iraq. 
This enclave needs to be 
strengthened and relieved of 
the sanctions applied against 
it.” The area, he said is “of 
great importance in continuing 
to attract broadcasting, and 
representational offices of all 
opposition Iraqi groups, of all 
stripes.” 

Mr. Fuller critized U.S. poli- 
cy for not having “articulated 
its desire to see Saddam fall,” 
and suggested that this has 
fueled speculation in the re- 
gion “that the United States 
prefers to keep Saddam in 
power as a means of justifying 
its own military presence in the 
Gulf.” 

To counter this perception, 
Mr. Fuller urged that war 
crimes trials be pursued against 
the Iraqi leadership "to keep 
the heat on Saddam’’ 

He cautioned however, that 
the problem of Iraq went 
beyond President Saddam, 
comprising “the entire Ba’ath 
Party that helped create him 
and support him. There will be 
no significant change in Traq 
until, like the Communist Par- 
ty in the Soviet Union, the 
Ba'ath Party is gone,” 
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UNRWA catching up with its 
expected role in peace 


Following is an interview that will appear in a newsletter entitled 
Palestine Refugees Today issued every six months by The United 
Nations Relief And Works Agency (UNRWA) public informa- 
tion office in Vienna. It was made available to the Jordan Times 
ahead of publication: 


The Declaration of Principles signed by the Palestine liberation 
Organisation and Israel on Sept. 13, 1993 has potentially opened a 
new era for Palestinians. Palestine Refugees Today interviewed 
UNRWA Commissioner-General liter Turkmen about UNRWA’s 
response to the self-rule agreement. 

have strong links with their 
counterparts in the commun- 
ity. We also have the infras- 
tructure — buildings, trans- 


in those sectors where the 
Palestinians are expected to 
assume authority in the future. 
Second, to create urgently 
needed jobs. And third, to. 
support the peace process by 
improving the social and eco- 
nomic living conditions of 
Palestinians. 


Q: Bow has UNRWA adapted 
to the new political environ- 
ment created by the September 
agreement between the PLO 
and Israel? 

A: We immediately set up an 
internal task force to analyse 
our role in the new circumst- 
ances and to consider bow we 
could support the peace pro- 
cess. Just a month after the 
ceremony in Washington D.C. 
we launched our peace imple- 
mentation programme, a ma- 
jor effort to improve services 
and infrastructure for Palestine 
refugees. We have already 
identified over $100 million in 
projects in Gaza Strip and 
West Bank alone. 

The key to our ability to 
respond rapidly was the agen- 
cy’s long and well-established 
presence on the ground. We 
have over 8,000 experienced 
staff in Gaza and the West 
Bank, almost all of whom are 
Palestinians, who moved 
quickly to identify projects. 
Senior staff members in educa- 
tion, health and social services 


portation and administrative 
procedures — already in place. 


We set up the peace imple- 
mentation programme — PIP 
for short — in close consulta- 
tion with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation and also in 
tine with die recommendations 
of a United Nations report 
called “Supporting the Transi- 
tion” produced by a U.N. task 
force which included UN- 
RWA. U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali formed 
the task force to coordinate 
United Nations efforts and to 
work out priorities for econo- 
mic and social development in 
Gaza and the West Bank. 


Let me give you a few exam- 
ples to demonstrate the range 
of projects we are undertaking. 
In education, we have been* 
asked by the PLO to help 
upgrade both UNRWA and 
non-UNRWA schools and 
lend our teacher-training ex- 
pertise. In health, UNRWA 
has just started the construc- 
tion of a 232-bed hospital in 
the Gaza Strip, the first new 
hospital built there since 1967. 
We are also upgrading health 
centres and taking action to 
alleviate the appalling environ- 
mental health conditions in the 
Gaya Strip. We are repairing 
or reconstructing over 10,000 
shelters in the West Bank and 
Gaza as well as providing train- 
ing and loans to alleviate 
poverty and support small 
businesses to create jobs. 


liter Turkmen 
nance our regular jj 


regular contributions' ’ 


at the present level^we-co^ , . 
face a cash shortfall of bvetjft V 
million in 1994. This would 
basic services not only fotht 
West Bank and Gaza 
also in Jordan, Lebanon anc^^ - 
the Syrian Arab Republic.;' KS? 


Q: What does UNRWA aim to 

do under PIP? 

A: We have three main 
aims. First, to improve the 
basic physical and social ser- 
vices infrastructure, especially 


Q: Bow is PIP being financed? 

A: So far, we have received 
firm pledges totalling about 
$38 million from donor govern- 
ments. We are pleased with 
these results, but we are con- 
cerned that we may find 
ourselves short of cash to fi- 


Q: Are Jordan, Lehamd-^ 

Syria also induded ta Pipf 

A: The attention % IfcV 

temafional community^ bX *• 
cused mainly on the; 

Bank and Gaza Strip ^But j, 

feel that it is equally. import 
that donors demonstrate ip \ 

1.9 million Palestine, .refuge 
living in Jordan, Lebanon aa$f 
Syria that they are a part of _ 

peace process and that jfyeh ; 
needs for better education,*^ l * - ‘ 
health care and housing sboUt js* " 

also be met. We have already - — 

identified over $73 mflikm — 
projects to improve facffitiei * 
and services for refugee! inVl T'; r . 
these countries. •- ^ “ 


Drug abuse 
on the rise 
in UAE 


ABU DHABI (AP) — In a 
rare admission on drug abuse, 
a senior police official has 
warned that more and more 
people are taking drugs in this 
conservative Muslim country. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Aii A] 
Far dan, director of the drug 
combat department in the 
Sharjah emirate, said 933 peo- 
ple were arrested throughout 
the country for drug abuse last 
year. 

Although be did nor give 
comparative figures for- pre- 
vious years. He said it was a 
marked rise in a country of 1.7 
million which had mainly been 
a transit point for drugs traf- 
fickers. 


"The United Arab Emirates 
first was a transit point be- 
tween drug producers in India, 
Pakistan, Iran and Bangladesh 
and consumers in the West,” 
he said- 

“But now it has become a 
consuming point, and we have 
to admit that.” 

Sharjah is one of the seven 
emirates federated in the 
UAE, which has a coastline 
along a considerable part of 
the Gulf and outlets on the 
Arabian Sea. 

The UAE, like neighbouring 
states, became a target for 
drug dealers after waxing weal- 
thy in the oil boom of the 
1970s. 

Heroin and hashish are the 
most prevalent drugs in the 
Gulf region. 

As traditional Islamic coun- 
tries, they have played down 
the incidence of drug abuse 
within their countries whiling 
stiffening punishment for drug- 
related offenses. 

In Saudi Arabia, dealing car- 
ries the penalty of decapita- 
tion. Dealers, mostly Asians 
and Africans, make up the 
majority of those beheaded. 

Col. Fardan called for 
tougher penalties against drug 
dealers and legislation to pre- 
vent drug money laundering 


Middle East to get giant share of 
U.S. budget request —Christopher 
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WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said while testify- 
ing Tuesday before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
that the best antidote for West 
Bunk violence "is to move 
forward on the peace process." 

in defending the administra- 
tion’s fiscal 1995 international 
affairs budget request. Mr. 
Christopher pointed out that 
the funds sought comprise only 
about one per cent of the total 
federal - budget and that the 
request should be seen in terms 
of serving U.S. interests over- 
seas. .. 

“That’s certainly true of 
money that is given to promote 
democracy abroad. ’’ he said, 
"because it’s my conviction 
and I think it's a provable fact 
that democracies are better 
allies, they're better trading 
partners, they produce the 
most stability around the world 
which keeps us from having to 
spend more money else- 
where.” 

Mr. Christopher noted that 
the largest single share of the 
administration's budget re- 
quest. $5,400 million, support 
the goal of promoting peace, 
and more than 80 per cent of 
that is for maintaining and 
advancing peace in the Middle 
East. 

He said there have been 
“very serious negotiations over 
the last two weeks” on the 
Israeli-Syrian track of the bi- 
lateral peace talks. “But I 
would emphasise it will take 
time to work through the com- 
plex relationships of the three 
core issues on this track — 
peace, withdrawal and secur- 
ity.” he cautioned. 

U.S. programmes, he made 
plain, will have, a multifold 
purpose: supporting “our con- 
tinuing commitment to Israel’s 
security" and at the same time, 
reflecting Egypt’s “continuing 
vital role in the region. We’re 
also working to ensure that 
U.S. and international econo- 


mic assistance to Gaza and 
West Bank will lead to projects 
that actually improve the lives 
of the Palestinians there on the 
ground." 

Mr. Christopher also 
pointed out that the proposed 
fiscal 1995 aid level is the same 
as last year, with Egypt and 
Israel to receive about $5,000 
million each year in U.S. 
assistance. 

While many want to “thwart 
progress" in the area, he said. 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
is not in that category. 

“I think he is trying to 
achieve the peace that is plan- 
ned for in the Declaration of 
Principles, but we have to keep 
trying to resist these who are 
the enemies of the peace pro- 
cess. both within that area and 
outside that area, such as 
Iran.” he said. 

Likewise. Mr. Christopher 
said, similar forces are at work 
in Russia, forces “inconsistent 
with reform and inconsistent 
with (Russia's) new status in 
the world.” adding that the 
United Srates knew that well 
before this week’s revelation 
that a former senior Centra! 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
official has been arrested and 
charged with spying for the 
Russian Federation. 

“There are those in the Rus- 
sian security service who are 
conducting clandestine opera- 
tions as though the cold war 
had never ended.” he said. 
“They've changed the name of 
the Russian intelligence Ser- 
vice. but they have not 
changed its activities." 

Mr. Christopher assured the 
committee the Clinton admi- 
nistration takes this develop- 
ment very seriously, but 
"We’re not naive about it. We 
don’t have any illusions about 
the Russians. There are forces 
there that reflect the old days 
and the important thing for iis 
to do is to keep those forces 
from gaining sway there." 

The secretary also empha- 


-• ■ - ■ 

sised that it’s "important to* _ 
keep reform moving forwarder. - ; 
there all the way across thef^'.V ...V 
board — political reform.’ eco-"" 
nomic reform and foreign poll-'” _ 
cv reform." - 


Yemeni 
tension eases = 


(Continued from page 10) 

King Hussein led Arab** :-, 
mediation efforts to end theJL 
six-month-long political fend]^ 
between Mr. Saleh and 
Vice-President AH Salem 
Beidb that -led to the 
clashes. j. - . - 

The clashes erupted .v"' :rj - : 
Abyan less than 24 horns afufc 7 -' 

King Hussein supervised a : ‘ i..:r : 
ceremony where Mr. Saleh and 1 ^-:.: ~- 
Mr. Beidh signed the wCoo-F-; 
diiation charter. The two skH 


accused each other of startiqgil a -1 - 
the figbting in an effort- to §|j 
wreck the accord. V.: 

The. union has been plagued . , , 
by political animosities ^ - g 

have intensified in reowifll jj - ^ 
months. Among other com- 
plaints, Mr. Beidh has com ty Ver-s 
plained about the failure tu'.“ 
integrate the military forces o' ,1 “ J 
north and south. __ _ 

Mr. Saleh received: 

Jordanian team in the -eart. ■ '\ 1 ' 1 
hours of the day before * i;j1 I iv j 


dawn cannon signaled the.steJ^ 
of day-long Ramadan. Mk*" :: 


In Aden, stronghold 


i:sr 

Beidh and his Yemen SotutiL . !o 

Party (YSP), officials said 


Thursday that a ceasefife^^'/ 1 


holding since their Al Wabdt^ , " 


brigade had succeeded t'“ 




pushing back the nortbe^ 


512 f: 


*0Um h,. 




Amalqa, brigade back to 
barracks on the outskirts O n 


Zangibar, capital city 
Abyan. 

The north _ . 

been insisting that the sow* 


mt*- 


w vny, 


has a"H_;*ir[|, e 

ueen insisting that fife situate - ;■ 
will cool off when AI WabW. ? Jw. 

rahimc k... in UmKw , -r:?! !: 


returns to its base in 
maut province, to the fir l-., , fl 
of Aden. There was no L . 
tion that that had taken -pfecjif 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

17-JO Lcs Adventurers De L*Espacc 

17:41 l/Ecote Des Fans 

lSJfl Beaumanoir 

19*0 News ip French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

19-Jt Ncwsin Hebrew 

2fe00 News In Arabic 

21:39 Family Matters 

23M News in English 

22:15 Local Programme 

22:50 Feamrc Film: “A Thousand Heroes" 
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15:31 
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623541. 

Aagjkam Church Td. 630851, Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cfaarch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chnrcfa Tel. 
775261. 

St, Ephraim Chun* Td. 771751. 

Amman International Chnrcfa Tel. 
652526. 

Evaagettcd Lutheran Chtfd 1 Td: 

824328. 

German- * p r i fc i ng Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Charcb of Jeans Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824, 654932 
Church of Naxarene Tel. 675691. 

The Evaafttical Local Chnrcfa in Am- 
m 

Tel. 811295 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


Bulletin supplied by ihc Department ol 
Meteorology. 


SL Rfaty ofNaareth Chon* Swddeh, 

Td. 810740 

AasembUca of Cod Charcb, Td. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church TcL 624590. 
Chnrcfa of the AitnundaMoq Tel. 

6J7440. 

De b Safle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the Anaanctarion Tel. 


A cold air front win affect the 
Kingdom, that is why dotids will bufld 
up at different altitudes with rain fall- 
ing in aD parts of the Kingdom, 
temperatures dropping and winds be- 
coming westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas aim. 


MraJMax. temp. 
Amman 4/12 


Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 3 / 14 

Jordan Valley 9/20 

yesterday's high temper a t u res: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 22, Humidity readings: 
Amman 44 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahra 820425 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 831039 

Dr. Mohammad Al Izza 7529 71 

Dr. Shtaiwi Abu Zaycd 737962 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAscoa pharmacy 637055 

Natroukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalaxn pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsaai pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DtBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu ( — ) 

AJQuds Pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'd 989000 


Kbalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gv0 Defence Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Rrc Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pobfic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OvciscasCaUs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone RcpaiK .....661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medcsl Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jab*] Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcoani 664171/4 

Shmeisaiii Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Baiilir. J- Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaraa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarea National Hospital .. (09)900560 
Iho Sin Hospital ....... — (09)986732 

Al Hina Modem Hospital (09)990990 

DtBID: 

Princess Bastna Hospital .. (02) 27555 5 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibfl Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141! I 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordaoiaa (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

f** — Marta. SngBpoiefRJI 

W - - 25 NewDdhi(RJ) 

- Kwebi. Dubai (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

*** - Colombo (RJ) 

IS* New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

,d j® Cairo (RJ) 

London, Bails (RJ) 

l&ll Frankfort, Vienna (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•*2® Vienna (OA) 

Rome (AZ) 


Dubai (EM) 

Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

23:35 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 


Ait. Durness 5rt0pjn. every Morij 

O'?. Damascus 7:30m: p 

Arr. ‘ '■*»* 


-t 

5d»pjB.etoySm* 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppctfkmer price misi -per kg- 



Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Jiae ”’’ AmMCrd *“. New York (RJ) 
- ^arit. Brussel (RJ) 

28 ^=zruSS{S{ 

Cf!" Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22 •••- Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Aba Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

2S 

^ Danroao, Pari^AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

huar railway TRAIN 

Dep-Aatean &Wajn.e*eiyMamby 


Apple :^....™ 550T6 

Banana * 

Banana (Mutamraar^ . . J 

Cabbage 


* ..TV 


Carrot _! ^ 

Cairiiflower 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) — 250f 

Garik U- 

Grape Fnrit 

Green beans 

Lemon .......... 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (snail) ........ 

Olives (ween) 

Orange 

Onion (dry) ..... 

Onion (green) 

Pfcppcr (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Ratfish .’ 

Tomato 

Spinach 

String beans 


IT 300< 



350 

2 * 

. 400 
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British stabbing victim recovering 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Report 

. AMMAN — A British man 
-was stabbed in the shoulder 
early Friday by a native of 
.Hebron who was enraged by 
: the massacre of more than 60 
Palestinians in bis West Bank 
.. hometown, officials said. 

• • The attack took place when 
Howard Long, 77, and his wife 
• - Barbara, 74, of Purley in Sur- 
rey County, were getting into a 
taxi in the bustling Hashe- 
miyeh Square of downtown 
•I Amman. _ 

' According to Barbara Long, 
• ' ■ the assailant, who was later 
'•.identified as Khalil Hosni A! 

25, rushed towards the 
;• couple : brandishing -a knife. 

•’ ; “I screamed and he knocked 

’ - ‘me aside and stabbed my hus- 
, band in the shoulder,” she 
i. said. “As I struggled to get up, 
-..-he pushed me again and stab- 
-bed by husband again.” 

. - Bystanders rushed to rescue 
.. . the couple and policemen in 


the area immediately arrested 
the assailant. 

Mr. Long was rushed to A1 
Bashir Hospital and later 
transferred to the King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre, where he 
was recovering. 

A medical source said Mr. 
Long's injuries were not se- 
rious, but that the man was 
kept under close observation 
because he had a heart condi- 
tion. 

“Barring complications, Mr. 
Long should be discharged 
from hospital in the next 48 
hours, 1 ’ said the source. 

Mrs. Long said the couple, 
who were in Jordan for the 
past two days, planned ot leave 
jhe Kingdom _as soon a$ f Mr., 
!r Lorigf' was in, a condition to 
travel: 

“It was a very painful experi- 
ence," she said. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hamm ad was quoted as con- 
firming the incident by the 
Associated Press. 

“Apparently the assail tant 
was enraged by the news of the 


killing in the occupied territor- 
ies and attacked the British 
tourist in retaliation," Mr. 
Hamm ad was quoted as saying 
by the AP. 

No detail was available on 
the background of the 
assailant. 

Several Western embassies 
said they were advising their 
nationals to exercise caution 
while moving out in the next 
few days. 

“It is only a precuationary 
measure,” said a spokesman 
for a European embassy. 
“People in Jordan do not have 
any record of violence against 
foreigners, and we are treating 
(Friday's incident) as isolated. 
But one has. to-be. cartefoh 1 ’ 

iW incident "was reminis- 
cent of an attack on May 21, 
1990, when a man opened fire 
and stabbed of eight French 
tourists and two Jordanians in 
downtown Amman following 
the killing of eight Palestinian 
workers by an Israeli gunman 
in Tel Aviv the previous day. 


By Sa’eda Kilaoi 

' ■Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Except for a few 

• cars on the two sides of the 
• road, the Royal Cultural Cen- 

tre’s environs seemed to be 
■■ ' -vacant on this rainy Thursday 

• - morning. No signs, no banners 

were raised to hail this first 
event in the history of children 
-.1 in Jordan: the formation of 
■ their own parliament. 

The sight of one of the cen- 
; tre’s staff cleaning the door- 

■ - ~steps would have proven to the 

• -newcomers that this extraor- 

■ -dinary meeting might have 
. been adjourned, probably due 

to weather conditions, were it 
;~£Wt for the sight of two young 
- . . girls running jubilantly into the 
“-centre's street level entrance. 

• - . * Inside, the main auditorium 

was surprisingly packed with 
^children between the ages of 12 
- .-and 17, sitting respectfully and 
listening attentively to the 
-speeches of six of their coi- 
Je agues on one panel and to six 
politicians on an another. 

The speaker on both panels 
. .were reaffirming their willing- 
.- ness to defend children’s 
rights, especially their right to 
know and to have access to 
information. As one of the 
speakers. Minister of Health 
Abdul Rahim Malhas was 
showerd with questions on the 
. children’s rights to safe food 
and a dignified life. One of the 
' students asked Dr. Malhas to 
: issue directives under which all 
‘ canned commodities, that are 
- 1 free of contaminated elements, 
. bear the ministry’s official 
' stamp. 

. - . - The minister regretted that 
' ■ the ministry would not be able 
; ' to assume such a considerable 
task, but he insisted on the 


“informational” dimension of 
the problem and advised the 
enthusiastic and lively youngs- 
ters to be self-armed with 
knowledge. 

“Stamping all canned food 
items is practically impossi- 
ble," the minister replied. 
“But the ministry prepared a 
list of all contaminating mate- 
rials and dangerous elements 
to the public’s health that can 
be found in many food items 
and which children as well as 
adults consume." 

“I admit that I was and still 
am ignorant," the minister 
continued. “But I resorted to 
experts in the field to increase 
my awareness of all the details 
needed to upgrade the quality 
of the food and medicine we 
are consuming." 

Senator and human rights 
activist Laila Sharaf focussed 
on the importance of this 
aspect and the right to know as 
basic pillars of protection 
against diseases and backward- 
ness. Mrs. Sharaf also called 
on non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs) to assume a 
leading role in this domain. 

“In the U.S. when the prices 
of coffee soared high, women’s 
unions called for boycotting 
it.” Mrs. Sharaf said. “In two 
weeks, coffee's prices went 
down again.” 

Contrary to the first panel of 
politicians, who were trying to 
speak to children in their own 
language, children on the 
second panel delivered pre- 
pared, long and highly soph- 
isticated speeches in standard 
Arabic. One of the panel’s 
students, Rana Abu Na’meh 
from the Jubilee School, asked 
the minister to project his 
analysis on the economic im- 
plications of the strict regula- 


tions imposed on imported 
food commodities. 

Dr. Malhas pointed out that 
these measures were of a great 
benefit to the country's eco- 
nomy. He referred to the 
cholera epedemic that cost the 
country more than JD 50 mil- 
lions ten years ago. 

President of the Jordanian 
Women’s Union and human 
rights activist Asma Kh'ader 
seconded Dr. Malhas’s call for 
stricter measures and insisted 
on the individual’s* right to 
know and to have access to 
information. She said that 
most of the companies abroad 
produce food commodities that 
are dangerous to the health, 
but that they “depend on our 
ignorance to market them” she 
said. 

Most of the children's ques- 
tions at the end of the meeting 
were targetted at their right to 
safe and healthy food. One 
student from a school in Zar- 
qa, who did not have the 
chance to ask his question, was 
readying himself to read a pre- 
pared statement in which a call 
for solidarity with the children 
of Palestine, Somalia and Iraq 
was very carefully written. 

The 12-year-old child kept 
repeating the statement to 
himself. He declined to tell the 
Jordan Times what he really 
wished to say to the audience 
and panelists. After repeating 
the two-line statement several 
times, the child, teeth clen- 
ched, said: “I would want to 
tell them that our teacher 
keeps beating us up... that 
there is no heating in our 
class.” 

The meeting w?s coming to 
an end, and the child's parents 
came to take him home. 


Baqaa residents demonstrate 
against Hebron massacre 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

BAQAA CAMP — More 
than 3,000 people enraged by 
the news of the slaughter of 
at least 89 Palestinians at a 
mosque in Hebron early Fri- 
day took to the streets of this 
sprawling camp to demand 
revenge for the killings. 

Thery also denounced the 
27-month-old Arab-Israeli 
peace process and demanded 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) re- 
nounce its Sept. 13 autonomy 
agreement with Israel and 
leave the peace talks 
altogether. 

Calls for retribution for the 
attack in the Ibrahimi Mos- 
que in Hebron, where an 
Israeli settler opened 
machine-gun fire on worship- 
pers early Friday, were a 
dominant theme for a de- 
monstration in this camp of 
nearly 100,000 residents. 

“Where are you Saddam, 
where are your missiles," 
chanted the crowd, repeating 
after half a dozen masked 
youths perched atop a pick- 
up truck mounted with loud 
speakers. They were refer- 
ring to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, who fired more 
than 40 long-range missiles at 
Israel during the 1991 Gulf 
War over Kuwait. 

For many residents of this 
squalid camp. President Sad- 
dam, despite Iraq’s defeat in 
the war, remains a hero who 
was entrapped by the U.S. 
and other Israeli allies into a 


war aimed at eliminating 
Iraq’s military power which 
they saw as a potential threat 
to the Jewish state. 

“Would the Israeli dare to 
slaughter Palestinians if Iraq 
was strong as it was before 
the war?” asked Hussein, 
who. wore a headdress to 
conceal his face. 

The situation in Baqaa 
appeared under control, but 
residents said emotions ran 
high and that they could not 
rule out individual acts of 
violence similar to an attack 
in downtown Amman where 
a British tourist was stabbed 
by a native of Hebron. 

“People are enraged and 
seething with anger and frus- 
.tration-over their inability to 
do anything to avenge the 
killings,” said an elderly 
grocer in Baqaa. “Many peo- 
ple here are from Hebron 
and no donbt some of their 
relatives were among the 
dead and injured at Ibrahimi 
Mosque." 

Black flags hung over elec- 
tric poles and men and 
women gathered at street 
corners listening to radios 
and exchanging information 
to find out whether any of 
their relatives were among 
the victims of the attack. 

Rejection of the peace 
talks with Israel was another 
dominant call of the protes- 
ters as they wound through 
the narrow streets of this 
camp, one of 11 camps hous- 
ing nearly 300.000 Palestinian 
refugees in Jordan. 

“No to peace and yes to 
the gun,” they chanted, de- 


manding an end to Palesti- 
nian participation in the 
peace negotiations. “No to 
self-rule, yes to holy war.” 

Despite the relative 
strength of FLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's mainstream 
Fateh among Baqaa resi- 
dents, many of those taking 
part in the protest said they 
felt the PLO-Ied peace talks 
with Israel were getting no- 
where. 

“As the talks get from one 
round to another, it is becom- 
ing increasingly dear that 
Israel has no intention of 
returning the land to us," 
said WaBd Nashat, who was 
seven when his family fled 
their home village in the 
West Bank in 1967. 

“I supported the autonomy 
accord from the very begin- 
ning, hoping that it would 
lead to a just solution to our 
problems," said Amer, an 
electrician who declined to 
give his second name. 

“But it seems that our 
problems are only getting 
worse, if Israelis can mas- 
sacre Palestinians with im- 
punity," be said. 

Mohammad Owida, an 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
member of Parliament from 
Baqaa, told the rally: “To- 
day's killing has proved that 
there cannot be any coexist- 
ence with Israel.” 

“I call on the Palestinian 
leadership to withdraw from 
the peace talks,” be said as 
the crowd shouted: “Allahu 
Akbar” and “Jihad (holy 
war) is the only road to Pales- 




& \ 



Baqaa residents Friday demonstrate against the killing of more 
Hum 60 Palestinians in Hebron (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


Trade unionists welcome recent foreign labour restrictions 


Children stick to issues at 
parliament formation meeting 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The General Fed- 
eration o f Jo rdanian Trade 
Unions (GFJTV) has been en- 
couraged by the recent deci- 
sion'’ of ''Minister of Labour" 
KHaled'tjtiakawi tostop grant- 
ing work permits to foreign 
freight truck drivers, but the 
federation would like to see 
the ministry cut back on the 
presence of foreign labour in 
other areas as well, said Marin 
Ma’aytah, the representative 
to the secretary general of the 
GFJTV. 

“We thank the minister for 
this step," Mr. Ma’aytah said, 
urging that additional steps be 
taken “to limit the foreign 
workforce and expand the pos- 
sibilities for employment for 
Jordanians." 

Mr. Ma’aytah said that the 
foreign drivers in question are 
employed almost exclusively to 
drive large freight and re- 
frigerator trucks which trans- 


port goods between Aqaba and 
Amman and from Jordan to 
neighbouring countries. He- 
estimated that their c ur rent 
number in Jordan was around 
1,400, and that they comprise 
around. 25 per cent of the 
freight truck drivers currently 
working in this sector in the 
Kingdom. . . 

The drivers come chiefly 
from the Philippines, Korea, 
Pakistan, India, Syria, Egypt 
and other countries, he said. 

“The truth is that there is a 
high rate of unemployment 
among Jordanian drivers. And 
one of the major reasons is the 
employment of foreign driv- 
ers," Mr. Ma’aytah said. 

The federation had been 
concerned with this issue for 
some time and had begun to 
■ request that the ministry put an 
end to companies' hiring fore- 
ign drivers some three or four 
years ago, according to Mr. 
Ma’aytah. 

“We requested many times 
from the responsible author- 


ities that they put a limit to this 
occurence ... and cany out the 
principle of the labour law, 
which means giving the priority 
in hiring to Jordanian 
citizens.” 

" B ut,: ; u Off oftun at el y it,. 
appeara&Qt die owners . of the., 
companies involved had con- 
siderable influence in this mat- 
ter, and they quashed any deci- 
sion which could have been 
taken." 

Mr. Ma’aytah said that the 
hiring of foreign truck drivers 
had begun some time before 
the Gulf war, “the reason for 
that being that there was no 
unemployment among Jorda- 
nian drivers and additional 
drivers were badly needed.” 

But, be said, the situation 
changed from one where the 
foreign drivers were playing a 
needed role in filling a man- 
power gap to one where they 
became the preferred choice 
over Jordanian drivers them- 
selves, which aggravated the 
already considerable work 


shortage for Jordanian freight 
truck drivers, that emerged af- 
ter the events of the Gulf War, 
the ensuing U.N. blockade of 
Aqaba and the souring of di- 
plomatic relations and conse- 
•j.qpently- commercial.: relations. 
. , with neighbouring Saudi Ara- 
.-..■fria. ; 

“Jordanian employers prefer 
the foreign driver, first because 
the salary he takes is very low. 
In addition, he can work lon- 
ger hours than the Jordanian 
driver because be has no borne 
or family in Jordan. So he is 
prepared to work any time, 
day and night, and has no 
responsibilities other than driv- 
ing." 

“Secondly, there is the prob- 
lem of lade of freedom of 
passage through Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf countries for 
Jordanian truck drivers," Mr. 
Ma’aytah continued. 

“Jins all led to the presence 
of a great number of foreign 
drivers in the cargo transport 


sector, at the expense of Jorda- 
nian drivers and their work." 

Mr. Ma’aytah emphasised, 
however, that “the minister of 
labour has taken a decisive 
step and we hope that he will 
.« cgntinue in this path.” 
.rp-=h|je said' that the federation 
; .hoped in tfee future to see 
similar steffiotafcen in other 
areas of employment in Jor- 
dan. espedally in the hotel and 
restaurant services sector. 

“Jordanian workers have be- 
gun to have a presence in such 
work places and although this 
trend is advancing slowly, it 
should eventually yield posi- 
tive results,” said Mr. 
Ma’aytah. 

“I believe that after a certain 
period, Jordanian workers will 
be able to competently fill any 
and all areas of employment in 
Jordan. But the gameball re- 
mains in the hands of the re- 
sponsible authorities for the 
elimination or limiting of the 
employment of foreigner in- 
side Jordan." 


Train collision kills one, 
seriously injures another 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 28-year-old 
man was killed and a 33-year- 
old was seriously injured, 
Wednesday at Baten A1 Ghoul 
railway station near Ai Muda- 
wara when the train they were 
conducting lost control and 
collided with a freight train, 
police reports said. 

The freight train conductor 
and his assistant told police 
they stopped at the Baten Al 
Ghoul station to fill the train 
with water and noticed a train 
hauling waste products advanc- 
ing. quickly towards them. 
Both men said they jumped 
from the freight train. 

Hani Mohammedin, the 
assistant conductor of the 
waste products train, was kil- 
led instantly by the impact of 
the collision, and the driver of 
the train, Salem Khreisha, had 
both his legs amputated. 

An official at Baten Al 
Ghoul railway station told the 


Jordan Times that this was the 
first time in a long period that 
one of the 20 railway stations 
on the line between Ma’an and 
Al Mudawara route has experi- 
enced such a tragic accident. 

“We have had accidents in 
the past, bnt this is the first 
time we had casualties," the 
official said. 

He said the waste products 
tram was travelling in the same 
direction as the freight train 
which had stopped at the sta- 
tion. According to the official 
the train carrying wastes lost 
control and struck the station- 
ary train. 

“Luckily they were commer- 
cial trains and not passenger 
trains,” the official com- 
mented. 

“Each train had two cars 
attached to it, which lessened 
the amount of losses, since 
both trains were totally 
ruined,” he added. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times that technicians are in- 
vestigating the accident. 
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Hearns 


☆ Exhibition of paintings by Riham Ghassib at 
The Gallery Intercontinental Hotel. 

Art exhibition by artist Jala! Ariqal al Ab’ad 
Art Gallery 1.10:00 a.ni.-8:00 p.m. except 
Fridays). 

Art exhibition by several artists at the Aha 
Art Gallery (8:30 a. m. -2:30 p.m.). 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at the Royal 
Cultural [Centre (8:30 p.m.-midnight). 
Photo e^jhlbition by artist Latifa Yousef at 
the Roval Cultural Centre. 


w Lecture entitled “The Crists of Arab Resist- 
ance of Israel" by Lebanese Ulema Moham- 
mad H assail Al Amin at Abdul Hameed 
Sboman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 
8:00 p.m. 

■fr Musical performance by AI Hannounah 
band at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 
p.m. 

☆ Drama entitled “The Question" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (11:00 a.m. and 8:00 
P.M.). 


Yasmin Saudi, 25 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yasmin 
Ghazi Saudi, a 25-year-old 
Jordanian post graduate stu- 
dent at the Imperial College 
in London who passed away 
Wednesday, will be buried at 
the Jilaad village near the city 
of Salt Saturday afternoon . 
Ms. Saodi died of lung can- 
cer. 

A group of the Imperial 
College Hang-gliding Cub 


will hold a special event in 
remembrance of their col- 
league. Proceeds of the event 
will benefit cancer research 
centres. 

Ms. Saudi, who spent a 
brief internship at the Jordan 
Times two years ago, was a 
member of the dub which 
presented an aerial show over 
Wadi Rum last May. 


Save water ... every, drop count 5 


Quds Open University president 
denies shut down reports 

Staff to be reduced in restructuring plan 


By RKa NasraHah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Quds Open 
University (QOU) is not dos- 
ing down as was reported in 
the local press Thursday, 
according to Ahmad Abu 
Sheikha the university presi- 
dent. 

“QOU is undergoing a res- 
tructuring process largely 
warranted by financial con- 
straints which would try no 
means affect educational 
courses to its 3,500 distance 
learners,” Dr. Abu Sheikha 
told the Jordan Times Friday. 

The reports in the local 
press said that iu a February 
16 letter to the Palestinian 
Higher Education Depart- 
ment that Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat had 
ordered the Amman-based 
QOU to shot down as- of 
March 24, 1994, and termin- 
ate the services of its staff in 
Amman because the universi- 
ty’s headquarters will be 
transferred to the occupied 
Arab territories. 

“It is true that Amman will 
cease to house the QOU 
headquarters as we are mov- 
ing mem to Jerusalem, but 
our educational services will 
not be halted,” said Dr. Abu 
Sheikha. 

“In the transitional period 
we are reducing the present 
staff of 78 in Amman and 
have set np a special four- 
member committee to deal 
with this issue and to select 
an essential number of em- 
ployees including instructors 
and distance learning prog- 
ramme planners to remain 


with us,’’ said the QOU pres- 
ident 

“The group selected will 
either move to Jerusalem or 
operate from the Amman 
office, and the rest will have 
their employment termin- 
ated, but not before receiving 
full pay and end-of -service 
remuneration," added Dr. 
Abu Sheikha. 

For the past eight months 
employees of the QOU, 
which was established by the 
PLO in 1985 to provide high- 
er education to Palestinian 
students in Palestine and the 
diaspora, have not received 
their salaries because of 
financial difficulties faring 
the PLO. 

Last December, the QOU 
staff staged a sit-in at the 
university here to demand 
their salaries and the con- 
tinuation of educational ser- 
vices. 

The QOU staff committee 
later issued a statement, 
saying that the university was 
faring the consequences of a 
financial suspension of Arab 
and international aid since 
the Gulf War of 1991. The 
crisis, said the statement, de- 
prived the workers of their 
salaries, denied the free- 
lance teachers their pay, 
caused programmes to cease, 
prevented QOU from open- 
ing branches in other Arab 
states, halted the broadcast 
of televised educational prog- 
rammes, and led to die res- 
ignation of some QOU 
teachers. 

It said that a memorand um 
listing the grievances had 
been sent to Mr. Arafat 
urgmx him to give priority to 


finding sufficient funds for 
QOU and appealed to weal- 
thy Palestinians and the 
European Union (EU) to ex- 
tend aid to the university. 

“We are not closing down, 
and our centres in Jerusalem, 
Ramall ah, Bethlehem, Heb- 
ron, and Gaza will continue 
to operate regularly while the 
Amman office will prepare 
programmes and courses, 
contact free-lance authors of 
textbooks in Jordan and 
abroad to continue providing 
educational material to the 
Other QOU low-cost high- 
quality educational services," 
stressed Mr. Abu Sheikha. 

“We do not know as yet 
how many staff members will 
be retained nor do we know 
the date of the move to the 
West Bank," said Mr. Abu 
Sheikha, 

In reply to a question ab- 
out earlier plans to expand 
QOU educational services to 
other countries, Dr. Abu 
Sheikha said, “we have se- 
cured the consent of the au- 
thorities in Sudan and Yemen 
to open offices there and 
were in contact with the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Iraq for the same pur- 
pose, but the financial condi- 
tions are making it difficult 
for us to pursue the matter 
further at the moment.” 

The United Nations Edu- 
cational, Social and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) 
and the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Develop 
ment (AFESD) have bon 
helped the establishment if 
the QOU, the only 
education university in he 
Arab World. 
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Massacre seeds in Israel 


THE MASSACRE that was heinously perpetrated 
against Palestinians praying peacefully in Hebron’s 
Haram Ai Ibrahimi yesterday is on the scale of the Feb. 6 
Sarajevo bombing that led NATO and the U.N. to move 
finally to curb the cri minal activities of the Bosnian 
Serbs. As such, mere condemnation of the ugly crime will 
not do. Thu international community has to show resolve 
and visio' . In this part of the world too. But first it has to 
agree m the foDy of keeping Jewish settlers in the midst 
of the Arab communities in the occupied territories. By 
placing Jewish zealots literally on the back of the 
Palestinians, the Israeli governments, past and present, 
have become accomplices in the latest manifestation of 
hatred against Arabs. 

There is every possibility that the massacre will draw 
violent reactions by the Palestinians, which would add to 
the cycle of violence, unde rmining in the process the 
entire peace effort. While a halt to Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions should not be brought about by any violent act, 
regardless of bow outrageous and wherever it comes 
from, the Israeli government nevertheless is duty-bound 
to take a number of immediate measures to help heal the 
deep wounds that yesterday’s ugly massacre has inflicted 
on Arab and Muslim hearts and other ti nman beings 
everywhere. The Israeli authorities should not content 
themselves with a thorough investigation of bow the 
alleged killer got into the mosque and was able “single- 
handedly” to murder so many people at once. Israel also 
has to release details of the troth of what happened and 
to reveal the full extent of any plot that may have well 
been hatched by more than Rite “lone” man in “mental 
crisis” who fired the shots. 

But beyond that, the labour-led government of Yit- 
zhak Ratio has to outlaw extremist groups among the 
settlers and has to begin today the process of disarming 
them in a prelude to taking all neo-colonialists inside the 
“green line.” Those settlers who want to leave the 
occupied territories have to be encouraged to do so. 
Prime Minister Ratio cannot procrastinate on this for 
tactical or any other reasons; and certainly those fanatic 
Jews wbo live with then- arms and destructive ideology in 
Arab cities and towns, like Hebron, have to be evicted 
right away. 

There wifl be many questions on how the “tone” 
settler got into the mosque fully armed, started and 
continued shooting for several long minutes, without the 
Israeli army coming to the rescue of the helpless victims. 
There wfll be other questions on how the Israeli 
authorities provided or faded to provide timely medical 
assistance to the wounded, why they rejected all pleas for 
lifting the curfew against Hebron and troops went on to 
kin 10 more Palestinians on the streets of the occupied 
territories shortly after the massacre. 

The settlers cannot be allowed to go mi the rampage in 
Arab towns and villages, erect barricades and block 
roads, humiliate young and elderly Arabs under the eyes 
and nose of the Israeli army. If this situation continues to 
prevail, the cycle of violence will continue and can 
ultimately derail the whole peace . process, unless of 
course the Rabin government acts firmly and East to save, 
the historic reconciliation that was started in Washington 
on Sept. 13. 

The seeds of yesterday’s massacre were planted long 
ago when the Israelis brought in the settlers, the majority 
of whom are fanatics and religious zealots, armed them 
and m many cases unleashed them against the people of 
.the West Bank and Gaza. The laxity and the carrot-only 
policy which the Israeli security forces have been 
pursuing with the settlers was bound to result in the kind 
of lawlessness and extremist acts that we witnessed 
yesterday. 

Everything now depends on the way the Israeli 
government handles the aftermath of the gross and 
terrorist act at Haram AJ Ibrahimi. The international 
community can help heal the wounds, hut only if it brings 
pressure to bear on Che Israelis to do what is right. 


ARARBC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR lauded the government's decision to present 
par* nent with the actual agricultural situation in Jordan, 
thus , 'ving the way for the first step towards a national 
agricuK al strategy that would boost production and improve 
the qua!, v of the crops. 

By Presenting the issue to Parliament, the government is 
seeking the participation of the private and public sectors and 
the representatives of the people in an open debate over 
agricultural policies for the sake of achieving an agreement on 
a future strategy that would ensure successful farming and 
boost* the national economy, said the paper. It is not 
acceptable nor reasonable to see our country depending on 
traditional farming methods at a time when farming is 
witnessing a revolution in methods and in irrigation and' 
agrarian reforms around the world, said the paper. While we 
support the government’s step in this respect, we also realise 
that the road is not paved with roses and that numerous 
obstacles impede agricultural development in Jordan, said the 


To raise the standards of farming in Jordan to an imema- 
t-maily acceptable level, the country is in need of huge funds 
aid skill and technology which can be made available through 
chic cooperation between- Parliament, the^ government and 
the private sector, added the paper. It said improving the 
agn-ultural sector is a long overdue process and it is an 
i«. "‘able treatment of a chronic problem facing the nation. 


A CtLOi.:’ "ST in AI Dustour urged the wealthy people of 
Jordan to dcr.o. *nerous!y towards improving the lot of the 
nor* -‘thee itry. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Musa Keflanif 


Israel determined to maintain economic 
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occupation of Palestinians 


THE ISRAELI resistance to the Palestinian quest for econo- 
mic independence in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
comes as no surprise. It was always known that Israel wanted 
to keep the occupied territories as a captive market for itself 
and impose all kinds of blockades against others trying to do 
business with the Palestinians, peace or no peace. 

The West Bank and Gaza Strip represent an annual Sl.5 
billion market for Israeli products and it is no wonder the 
occupying power seeks to ensure that no one else penetrates 
the market. 

But what is alarming is the vehemence with which Israel 
went out against the Palestinian moves to delink the occupied 
territories from the imposed Israeli trade and the justifications 
it produced to support its stand. 

No doubt the volte-face that Israel has adopted after having 
said earlier that it would not interfere with Palestinian 
economic moves and would let the Palestinians to take the 
initiative was prompted by the recent agreement between 
Jordan and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) that 
they would not allow the Jewish state to impose hurdles in the 
way of Jordaman-Palestinian trade. 

There is an increasing number of Israeli businessmen trying 
to reap benefits of the aid that the international community 
has pledged in order to support Palestinian economy. Then- 
approach, obviously supported by their government, is that 
joint Israeli-Palestinian projects will have a better chance of 
Israeli approval. 

What is left unsaid is that Palestinian-initiated and 
PaJestinian-domina ted projects may simply not materialise 
since Israel is in a position to lay all kinds of hurdles in 
realising such projects. 

The Israeli hint that the occupation authorities would block 
the entry of Palestinian workers to the Jewish state if the PLO 
insisted on its economic programmes is nothing but sheer 
blackmail. Israel bears the moral responsibility to allow 
Palestinians to work in its territory in the interim if only 
because its occupation of the Palestinian land and a well- 
orchestrated move to stump Palestinian economic growth in 
the past 27 years is directly behind the absence of alternative 
job opportunities for the Palestinians. 

If anything, Israel needs Palestinian workers as much as the 
Palestinians need jobs whether in Israel or anywhere else. 


Very few Israelis, if at all, are willing to offer their services at 
the wages that Israeli employers pay their Palestinian workers. 
The increase in the number of guest workers from the Far East 
in the Israeli construction sector and agriculture after the 
occupation power reduced the number of Palestinians allowed 
to work in its territory since mid-1993 evidences the dislike 
Israelis have when it comes to menial jobs. 

But then, that is an internal Israeli problem with its links to 
the Palestinian labour force. 


In the meantime, the international community, which has 
been cheering the Sept. 13 agreement signed between Israel 
and the PLO and moving closer to the Jewish state, should 
bear in mind that the net picture that emerges from all the 
tracks of the Israel-PLO negotiations is that of an oocupying 
power trying only to relax its strange bold on the occupied 
while seeking to reap the benefits of aggression and occupa- 
tion. 


If anything, the 127 countries which signed the General 
Agreement on Tariff and Trade (GATT) only three months 
ago should realise that while Israel, also a signatory to GATT 
for many years, is enjoying protective mechanisms for its 
industries against international competition and is also sub- 
jecting the Palestinians to the same treatment. The only 
difference is that it uses international documents to deal with 
the outside world, and tire Palestinians are conveniently 
'‘convinced” by guns that they have no option but to buy 
Israeli products. 


What is happening to the spirit of barrier-free international 
trade that U-S. Secretary of State Ron Brown emphasised 


during his tour of the region in December? Or is such trade 
limited to protecting the interests of some countries and 
people? Or what justifications could Washington or any other 
world capital produce to defend the Israeli stand? After ail it 
was the international community, rather than a majority of the 
Middle Easterners, that has supported the Israel-PLO accord 
and welcomed it as signalling a new era of cooperation in the 
region? 

Washington and other Israeli allies in Europe had been very 
active in trying to convince the Arabs into dropping the 
economic boycott of Israel. One fails to see the logic behind 
offering rewards to an occupier who continues its occupation 


while trying not only to paint it different to the outside workf 
but also to ensure that the victims of its occupation continue^ 
subsidise the occupation costs. 

As far as Jordan is concerned, what has surfaced in thei 
economic talks in Paris between Israel and the PLO is simple^ 
and dear. Israel wants free trade between the Palestinian 
territories and itself, but will not allow such an arrangement 
between Jordan and the Palestinians. Its argument that third 
country products could enter the occupied territories and then 
to Israel because barrier-free trade is a lame excuse. mice it is 
easy to adopt measures to prevent such seepage. After all,. 
Israel is even building a fence to keep out “undesirable. 
Palestinians” from its territory, and it should not be difficult 
for its keep out “undesirable products,” whether from Jordan 
or anywhere else. 

Without going into details, it is dear that if there is ah Israeli 
acceptance of the fact that it has to let go of the economic , 
benefits it reaped from 27 years of occupation then there is no 
dearth of ways and means to block the “flooding of the Israeli_ 
market with third country products. That should satisfy the 
Israeli “worry” that “customs union” with the occupied 
territories would lead to instability in the Israeli market. 

Indeed, that is if the Israeli “worry" is genuine. The facts on . 
the ground indicate otherwise. 

It is known that the cost of living in Israel is high because of 
the high cost of production and high inflation. By extension, . 
the Palestinians living in the occupied territories are also 
subject to the high cost of living because of the economic, 
linkage between them and Israel. Why should the Palestinians 
be forced to strain themselves and pay for the economic follies 
of Israel and subsidise the Israeli economy by consuming 
Israeli products at gunpoint? 

The Israeli worry is simple. The Israelis know that Jorda- 
nian products as well as third country products are cheaper 
than Israeli products and therefore the Jewish state would be 
the loser in a free-market approach to the occupied territories. 
But then, we all thought that wbat we were talking about in 
the context of the peace process launched in Madrid was' an 
open-minded approach to peace in an atmosphere free of 
coerdsion and pressure not the kind of shot-gun wedding that 
Israel is trying to perform with the Palestinians. 
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By Michael Jansen 

Special to die Jordan Times 


THE MASSACRE of more 
than 89 Palestinians outside 
the Cave of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron flowed directly from 
the messianic current which 
always was a component of 
Zionism. This messianic cur- 
rent has been dominant 
among the militant settlers 
who imposed J thernseftesr : 6n 
the centre of thetq^ tf iffl968 
and established die Kiryat 
Arba settlement. These mes- 
aanics have set the tone of 
relations between Muslims 
and Jews, Palestinians and 
Israelis in Hebron. 

The mosque housing the 
tombs of the prophets has in 
particular been a focus of 
settler pressure on the 
Palestinians. Once Jews 
gained the “right” to pray 
there (a “right” which they 
should have as “sons” of 
Abraham) they expoused 
their presence by establishing 
synagogues and hours of 
prayer within the cave itself. 
The settlers’ stated aim is to 
drive Muslims from the mos- 
que altogether. 

This gradual take-over has 
been sanctioned by the gov- 
ernment which has provided 
the settlers with army protec- 
tion at every stage. This army 
presence in and around the 
mosque eventually provided 
the settlers who perpetrated 


‘Who is to guard the guardians themselves?’ 


Friday’s massacre with cover 
to enter the mosque, in army 
uniform and armed, and 
slaughter worshippers as they 
prayed. It was, in effect, a 
massacre waiting to happen. 

The messianism which led 
to this massacre produced the 
1929 massacre of 133 Jews by * ’ 
Palestinians in this town. The 
messianic incident which 
sparked off ’Palestinian pro- 
tests took place on August 
IS, also during a Jewish feast. 
Ultra-Zionist followers of 
Vakfimir Jabotmsky , the font 
of Likud ideology, proceeded 
to the western wall where 
they raised the Zionist flag 
and sang the Zionist anthem, 
exacerbating fears that the 
Jews intended to take over 
the entire Haram AI Sharif. 

This produced counter- 
demonstrations by peasants 
fearful that the Zionists in- 
tended to lay claim to other 
Muslim shrines and places of 
worship. Violence broke out 
on Aug. 23 throughout the 
country. The violence in 
Hebron lead to the expulsion 
of all 2,000 Jews from the 
town. The massacre and ex- 
pulsion of the Hebron Jews in 
1929 has always made the 
Israeli authorities lenient 
with the militant settlers who 
reasserted die Jewish pre- 


sence there after 1967. 

Soldiers either stood by 
and did nothing to prevent 
recent armed attacks by set- 
tlers against Palestinian civi- 
lians in the centre of the town 
or actively took the settlers’ 
side (and were shown on 
CNN covering the backs of 
settlers rampaging through 
the market firing automatic 
weapons indiscriminately). 

The 1929 incident at the 
Haram AI Sharif was repe- 
ated on October 8, 1990, 
when the Israeli extreme 
Zionist group, the ‘Temple 
Mount Faithful", staged a 
march which led to protests 
in which 21 Palestinians were 
killed by the Israeli army and 
police. 

It is standard procedure for 
■ the Israeli authorities to pun- 
ish file Palestinian victims, 
not the settler instigators or 
perpetrators. This is because 
all Israelis to a greater or 
lesser extent partake of the 
messianic attitudes inculcated 
as part of Israeli/Zionist 
education. 

A recent poll taken in 
Israel showed that 70 per cent 
of Israelis believe that “the 
land of Israel” was given by 
God to the “Jewish people.” 
And because of this attitude 
no Israeli can be expected to 
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take a firm attitude towards 
the messianics whatever they 
do. This is why this time the 
Palestinian leadership mus 
press its demand that an in- 
ternational presence by 
established in the occupied 


territories, particularly in 
Jerusalem and Hebron, at the 
holy sites, to prevent just this 
sort of thing from happening. 
Although the Israelis claim 
they are able and prepared to 


keep the peace at these sites, 
they are by no means neutral: 
As the Latin saying has it, 
“Quis custodiet ipsos cus- 
todes?” or "Who is to guard 
the guardians themselves?” 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Columnists urge House to scrutinise sales tax ; 


call on Yemen to implement Amman deal 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, the 
Yemeni issue and the Middle 
East question dominated the 
themes of columns and edito- 
rials in the local Arabic 
dailies and weeklies in the 
past week. 

Tareq Masarweh said no 
topic has yet attracted so 
much attention in Jordan as 
much as the projected sales 
tax. whose draft law has now 
reached the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

Indeed, said the writer, 
much controversy revolves 
around the draft law as the 
public is still ignorant of its 
details and whether it is of 
benefit to the nation or not. 
He said the government 
ought to publish the details of 
the law and to explain its 
benefit and if its application 
would not result in tax in- 
creases. especially to the low 
income groups. 

Mohammad K a wash, a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour. said 
that Parliament members 
who have received the draft 
law on the sales ought to 
scrutinise its detail and 
should demand that if the law 
is to be implemented, it must 
be coupled with a compre- 
hensive tax reform and plans 
to encourage investments and 
exports. The writer said that 
the sales tax is imposed on 


the Kingdom by the World 
Bank, especially as Jordan 
had accepted the economic 
reform programme as agreed 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Taher AI Adwan. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that Jordan has been facing 
an economic recession over 
the past months represented 
in low level trading, especial- 
ly in the real estate sector. At 
the same time, people con- 
tinue to face rising prices of 
basic commodities and more 
taxes, said the writer. 

The recession is coupled 
with a rising volume of unem- 
ployed Jordanians at a time 
when the government is seek- 
ing to enforce the sales tax. 
which is being feared as a 
means to collect more taxes 
from the public, said the wri- 
ter. He said that the govern- 
ment ought to help reduce 
prices, create favourable 
political and economic cli- 
mates and take other 
appropriate steps to end the 
recession instead of merely 
increasing taxes. 

Commenting on the 
apprehension of meat mer- 
chants trying to peddle bad 
frozen meat in the local mar- 
kets. a columnist in the Sawt 
Al Shaab said that those 
tampering with the people's 


food seem to be still deter- 
mined to pursue their mal- 
practices for the sake of 
ammasing wealth. Ahmad 
Dabbas said that the concer- 
ned authorities should make 
inspection as a permanent 
practice and not a seasonal 
campaign to prevent con- 
taminated or unfit food and 
medicine from reaching the 
public. 

A columnist in A! Dustour 
cautioned Parliament, which 
is currently debating a new 
law on landlords and tenants, 
against taking rash actions, 
saying that any move to raise 
the rent for the low income 
groups would create numer- 
ous social problems that 
would threaten social security 
in Jordan. Mohammad 
Kawash, claimed that some 
deputies who own houses are 
attempting to raise the rent 
or to have the right to oust 
the tenant at any time. He 
said that a balanced law that 
would not harm the interest 
of the landlords and also 
would not endanger the so- 
cial security of the country 
should be passed. Otherwise, 
he said, the deputies would 
be playing with fire. 

Abdullah Al Khatib. a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour. said 
that the concerned author- 
ities and the House seem to 
be indifferent to the plight of 
the Jordanian farmers. They 


only remember the farmers 
when an agricultural disaster 
occurs but they do not direct 
their attention towards draw- 
ing up a strategy that would 
safeguard the Farmers* in- 
terests, said the writer. He 
said that farmers are faring 
real losses not false losses like 
those claimed by merchants 
who try to escape paying 
income taxes. 


interest above all other con- 
siderations. 


Merchants can easily deter- 
mine the prices of their pro- 
ducts and mark a profit mar- 
gin for themselves. But the 
farmers are in no position to 
do that because they do not 
possess all the elements that 
ensure the volume of their 
output. He said that the far- 
mers cac be helped through 
selling th». subsidised agri- 
cultural req-'irements like 
fertilisers and er-ipmenl and 
reduced water cost for irriga- 
tion. 

A columnist in Al Ra*i 
tackled the Yemeni crisis, 
saying that the warring fac- 
tions have regrettably re- 
sorted to arms after they had 
concluded a document in 
Amman to give preference to 
negotiation rather than con- 
frontation. Mohammad 
Kharroub said that the lead- 
ers of the various factions 
should end the tribal conflict 
in the spirit of the Amman 
reconciliation document and 
to place the higher national 


The fact that representa- 
tives of all factions were pre- 
sent at the signing of the 
Amman document to settle 
the Yemeni conflict indicates 
that there is a real intention 
to end the disputes, said 
Ahmad Dabbas. a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab. The writer 
said that the fact that Amman 
opened the door for the fac- 
tions to reach a solution 
proves that Arab issues could 
be successfully handled by 
Arab leaders. It now remains 
to be seen, said the writer, if 
the leaders of Yemen are 
truly and genuinely oriented 
towards peace by deed rather 
than words. 


occupied lands constitute tbe 
main stumbling block to a 
lasting settlement. The writer 
said the continued presence 
of the settlements would no 
doubt cause a heavy burden 
to the Palestinian autonomy 
rule because the settlements 
are in fact besieging the 
Palestinian towns and villages 
and the settlers continue to 
form a permanent threat, to 
the Arab citizens. 


'iard 


Yemeni leaders are called 
on urgently to enforce the 
Amman reconciliation docu- 
ment if they want to put an 
end to the renewed fighting 
among their troops and 
tribes, said Mahmoud Rima- 
wi. a columnist in AI Ra’i. 
The writer said that the docu- 
ment calls for the principles 
of equality, justice and hu- 
man rights to be safeguards 
and these constitute the best 
means for bringing back 
peace to the whole country. 

Fakhri Saleh, a columnist 
in Al Dustour. expressed the 
view that the existence of the 
Jewish settlements in the 


The Arab-Israeli peace 
talks being held in Washing- 
ton have not yet given .any 
sign that they would lead to 
an end to the continuedUis- 
appointment of the Arab 
masses, said Taher AI Adwan 
in Al Dustour. There is no 
doubt that the Israelis are 
determined to stall over their 
.withdrawal from the occu- 
pied lands and to block any 
discussions with Syria and 
Lebanon that would aim at a 
pull out of Israeli troops from 
the Golan and the Lebanese 
lands, said the writer. 
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Given this situation, the 
Washington parley is bound 
to end in total failure, he 
added. The writer said that it 
is regrettable that as the 
Israelis persist in their 
attempts to negotiate separ- 
ately with the Arab states, no 
real effort is made on the part 
of the Arabs to jointly con-' 
front the common enemy. 







Massacre In Hebron 
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Jordan demands settlements be dismantled 


(Continued 
their respective governments. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
acting Information Minister 
Said A1 Tai described the 
attack as an “ugly, brutal crime 
contravening all human values 
and ideals." 

"The attack on worshippers 
and killing more than 50 of our 
Palestinian brothers in the 
Ibrahimi Mosque represents an 
abhorable, bloody and racial 
trend,” Dr. Tal said. He 
blamed Arab devisions and 
preoccupation with marginal 
internal differences for such 
attacks. 

“Such differences have 
turned the Arab Nation into a 
nation with no will and deci- 
sion. a nation whose dignity is 
hurt and blood is shed without 
anybody doing anything about 
it.” he said. 

Dr. Tal voiced hope that 
“this painful crime will serve as 
a lesson for the Arab Nation to 
wake up and to unite its ranks 
in order to win the respect of 
the world." 

“Had the Zionist aggressors 
known that their crime would 
not pass without a punishment, 
they would have thought one 
thousand times before commit- 
ting their ugly crime,” Dr. Tal 
said. 

He called on the Palestinian 
people in the occupied territor- 
ies and in diaspora to unite, 
saying that their unity is the 
genuine answer to all chal- 
lenges facing them. 


from page 1) 

The theme for Friday ser- 
mons at the Faiha Mosque, 
delivered by Chief Islamic Jus- 
tice Sheikh Izzeddin A! Khatib 
AI Tamimi also focused on the 
Hebron massacre. 

Sheikh Tamimi denounced 
the slaughter and called on all 
Arabs and Muslims to unite in 
the face of enemies. 

He also paid tribute to King 
Hussein's efforts to heal Arab 
rifts and noted the Monarch's 
endeavours ro end the political 
crisis in Yemen which were 
crowned by the Jan. 20 signing 
of a Yemeni reconciliation 
agreement in Amman. 

The Friday prayers were 
attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
senior officials. 

Sheikh Tamimi also issued a 
statement condemning the 
massacre in Hebron. 

He said in the statement, 
issued in his name and on 
behalf of all Islamic judges in 
Jordan and the occupied West 
Bank, "we denounce what 
these beasts, the enemies of 
humanity and the murderers of 
prophets have committed and 
we urge the international con- 
science to wake up and see 
how innocent civilians are kil- 
led and slain in a place of 
worship. 

“Till when these ugly mas- 
sacres would continue and 
what is the fate of the interna- 
tional declaration on human 
rights?" the statement said. 


“As we denounce this cri- 
minal act. we appeal to all 
Arab and Islamic countries, 
leaders and people, to unify 
their ranks in the face of this 
serious challenge and to put 
aside their differences.” it said. 

Mr. Tamimi said the attack 
on the Muslims of Hebron was 
an “assault against all Muslims 
of the world and constitutes a 
challenge to them." 

Speaker of the Upper House 
of Parliament Ahmad AI Law- 
zi expressed his condemnation 
of the attack and called on the 
Arab Nation and international 
institutions to provide security 
and peace to the Palestinian 
people. 

He urged Arabs to unite 
their positions “in order to 
secure all guarantees needed to 
achieve a just and comprehen- 
sive peace." 

He called on the United 
Nations Security Council to 
provide protection for the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Minister of Stare Adel 
Irsheid said Friday’s attack was 
a carefully-studied and orga- 
nised crime. He called for a 
wide-scale Arab move capable 
of preventing such crimes and 
urged the international com- 
munity to "protect the Palesti- 
nians and put an end to the 
endless Israeli crimes against 
our innocent people in the 
occupied territories.” 

The Ministry of Awqaf 
issued a statement denouncing 


the crime, saying that it repre- 
sented the worst aspects of 
religious fanaticism and a de- 
monstration of hidden hatred 
against the Palestinian people 
in Hebron and elsewhere in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

TTie statement added that 
the attack on Palestinian wor- 
shippers “is an extension to the 
Israeli oppressive and terrorist 
practices against the Palesti- 
nian people. 

The statement called for a 
total Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied territories. 

The Ministry called on Arab 
and Muslim leaders to unite 
their ranks and to hold an 
urgent meeting at the highest 
levels to face these challenges 
and to shoulder their responsi- 
bilities. 

Heads of the Christian com- 
munity in Jordan also issued a 
statement denouncing the 
crime and offering condolences 
to the Palestinians of Hebron 
and wishing the wounded 
speedy recovery. 

The statement said: “What 
makes the crime uglier is that it 
was committed in a holy place 
at a time of worship and 
meditation. 

“We call on the United Na- 
tions and the international 
community to provide interna- 
tional protection for our 
oppressed Palestinian people 
to prevent the repetition of 
such flagrant crimes in the fu- 
ture.” 


Jordan holds Israel responsible for massacre 


(Continued from page 1) 

Stressing Jordan's support for the Palestinian people, the Cabinet 
offered condolences to the families of those killed in the massacre and 
to the Palestinian people. It also called for unifying Arab ranks and 
mending fences among Arab countries in order to reach a unified 
Arab stand which could give momentum to the peace process. It also 
urged the Jordanian people to unify their ranks to face the challenges. 

During its meeting, the council was briefed on the contacts made by 
the Jordanian government with the permanent members of the United 
Nations Security Council, European countries as well as Arab and 
Muslim states on the incident. 

The Cab'net declared a three-day ■** owning period during which 
flags over ministries and government departments will be lowered. 

It also decided to stop work for two hours Saturday from 12 noon to 
2 p.m. in a show of solidarity with the Palestinian people. 

The Cabinet also derided to offer donations to the families of those 
killed in the massacre, with the ministers expressing their will to offer 
personal donations. It also decided to set up a higher national 


committee which will supervise the process ot gainenng funds for the 
families of those killed and wounded. The committee will be chaired 
by the chief Islamic justice and will include as members die secretary 
genera] of the Ministry or Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, the secretary 
general of the Ministry of Social Development, the director general of 
the Department of Palestinian Affairs, die president of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies as well as representatives of the Amman 
Chambers of Industry and Commerce. 

The Council of Ministers also decided ro form committees to gather 
donations in other govemorates and to present all the needed medical 
assistance to the injured and to send medicine and medical equipment 
to all hospitals in the occupied territories. 

The Amman Chamber of Commerce Friday asked merchants to 
close their stores Saturday between 12 noon and 2 p.m. and to raise 
black flags as a show of mourning of those killed in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. Chamber President Mohammad Asfour said the chamber 
was studying other means to express solidarity with’ the' martyrs' 
families'. " ' " - ' - = = ••: 


Clinton summons negotiators to talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


and demonstrations and main- 
taining a low profile.” the 
advisory said. 

A State Department spokes- 
man, David Johnson, said Mr. 
Christopher issued a statement 
offering “our sincere condo- 
. lences to the families of those 
t who were killed and wounded 
i by this sensele» violence on 
v sacred ground and urge all 
r sides to exercise calm, reason 
! and restraint." 
a The secretary of state said 
cthat “we believe it is essential 
> to redouble the efforts to con- 
F elude the agreement which will 
a begin implementation of the 

0 declaration of principles. This 
w is the best answer to those who 

would use violence to under- 
d mine the hopes and aspirations 
t of all those who desire peace." 

1 Mr. Arafat rejected Israel's 
I apologies and warned the mas- 
I sacre would backfire on the 

Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Rabin called Mr. Arafat 
in Tunis to express his regret 
and condemnation. According 
.to Israel Radio, Mr Rabin said: 
fo-As an Israeli, I am ashamed 
of this deed.” 


He denounced the attack as 
“an abominable and brutal 
murder” and promised to "in- 
crease efforts" to implement 
the Sept. 13 agreement. 

“That’s not enough. Conde- 
mnation and regret are not 
enough,” Mr. Arafat told Mr. 
Rabin in English. “We need 
specific measures to be taken" 
to disarm the settlers, accord- 
ing to an Arab ambassador, 
who was in Mr. Arafat's office 
when he took the call. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a 
senior aide to Mr. Arafat, said 
the Palestinian leadership did 
not believe Israeli claims that a 
lone settler with a “mental 
crisis” was responsible for the 
shooting. 

"No sane person can believe 
that one man could kill” so 
many people, Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo told a news conference. He 
said the PLO had obtained 
information that 20 to 30 set- 
tlers attacked the mosque. 

Another Arafat adviser said 
the killing could spell an end to 
the peace process. “I do not 
think there is any feasibility in 
continuing the peace process 


with Israel,” said Jibril Rejeib, 
a security advisor to the PLO 
chairman. 

But Mr. Arafat was more 
cautious, warning in an inter- 
view with Cable News Net- 
work of “a very negative back- 
fire on the whole peace pro- 
cess.” 

Mr. Arafat called for a U.N. 
Security Council meeting to 
discuss the killings, and inter- 
national peacekeepers in the 
occupied territories. 

Jibril Rajub, an aide to Mr. 
Arafat, warned that the mas- 
sacre “sounded the death knell 
of the Oslo accord” struck by 
Israel and the PLO last year. 

“The peace negotiations 
have been effectively sus- 
pended.” said Mr. Rajub, 
West Bank representative of 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction and 
a native of Hebron. 

The negotiations “fell with 
the Palestinians hit by bullets 
in the mosque of Ibrahim," he 
added. 

However, another Arafat 
aide. Sakher Habash, said the 
autonomy negotiations would 
continue despite the massacre. 


"These acts show that peace 
is needed urgently.” said Mr. 
Habash, a member of the 
Fateh Central Committee. 

The PLO also declared three 
days of mourning and a general 
strike in the occupied territor- 
ies after the massacre. 

A senior PLO envoy deman- 
ded that Israel disarm Jewish 
settlers in the occupied terri- 
tories to save the peace nego- 
tiations. 

Leila Shahid, delegate- 
general of Palestine in France, 
said the 120,000 armed settlers 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip shared many of the pre- 
rogatives of the Israeli army 
and had been responsible for 
numerous previous attacks on 
Arab civilians. 

“If these settlers had been 
brought under control years 
ago, things would never have 
reached this point,” she told 
Europe-1 radio. 

“So Israeli political and 
military leaders bear an enor- 
mous responsibility -today to 
disarm the settlers, otherwise 
other massacres of this kind 
will occur in the days and 
weeks to come,” she said. 


Hardline groups vow revenge for massacre 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Arafat should learn a great 
lesson from what happened to- 
day and put an end to the 
1 Cairo- Oslo accord and join 
[ others to achieve national uni- 
f ty,” Mr. Hawatmeh said. 

Abu Ali Mustafa, deputy 
leader of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), said: “The massacre is 
one of the fruits of Arafat's 
false peace.” 

“It also proves that the 
Gaza- Jericho (teal is aimed at 
protecting the settlers and set- 
tlements and strengthening 
Israel's control over the 
Palestinian territories.” 

Ahmad Jibril, leader of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC), said: 
Violence would only lead to 
violence. The Jews and settlers 
should expect similar reaction 
to what happened today.” 

He said the massacre was 
committed by six settlers and 
not only one as reported. 

“We are sure that Israel 
would say those who commit- 
ted the massacre were insane 
and I wonder how six insane s 
would agree to commit! the 
massacre together,” Mr. Jibril 
said. 

Iran, which opposes the 
peace talks and backs militant 
groups, dedajed three days of 



Palestinians carry the dead from the Ibrahimi Mosque to burial at Abu Tor cemetery 


mourning. 

A group formed to oppose 
the autonomy accord. Black 
September 13. vowed to “com- 
mit a series of attacks against 
Jewish institutions inside and 
outside the occupied territor- 
ies” until the collapse of the 
self-rule deal. 

The attacks will take place in 
the next few days, said an 
anonymous caller to AFP in 
Amman identifying himself as 
a member of the group. 

From now on “all settlers 
are legitimate targets” for 


Palestinian militants, he 
added. 

Black September leader 
Munir Maqdah, who is based 
in Lebanon, blamed Mr. A ra- 
nt's policies for the massacre 
and said that he “has no other 
choice than to shoot himself in 
the head and commit suicide.” 

A clandestine group 
threatened Mr. Arafat. 

“The traitor Arafat will not 
be the only one to pay the price 
over this massacre. Jews in 
their synagogues will also 
pay,” the Revolutionary Army 


for the Liberation of Palestine 
said in a statement. 

The Hebron massacre was 
the result of the "odious poli- 
cies of the United States, and 
its allies, namely (Egyptian 
President) Hosni Mubarak,” 
the group said. 

Mr. Jibril urged Arab and 
Islamic countries to react 
against Israel 

“Has not the time arrived 
for Arab and Islamic nations to 
rise and support Palestinians in 
their struggle against America 
and the Zionist regime?” 



Palestinians carry the body of one of the dead at the Ibrahimi Mosque In Hebron at a hospital in 
East Jerusalem (AFP photo) 

Community leaders denounce massacre 


(Continued from page 1) 

sacre. 

Mr. Jaberi. a Hebron not- 
able known for his close ties to 
the Jordanian government 
rather than the PLO lead- 
ership. said “all Palestinians 
should withdraw from the 
negotiations." 

Mr. Juberi headed rows of 
Hebronites receiving condo- 
lences from Jordanian govern- 
ment officials, foreign diplo- 
mats as well as political party 
heads and leaders of popular 
organisations, union and pro- 
fessional association heads. 

Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Taher AI Masri visited 
the society shortly after news 
of the massacre spread through 
Amman. “The speaker gave us 
his condolences and expressed 
his outrage at the massacre.” 
Mr. Jaberi said. 

But not all visits by officials 
to the Khalil AI Rahman Soci- 
ety were well received. Lead- 
ing members of the PLO such 
as Abbas Zaki. acting speaker 
of the Palestine National 
Council Salim Zannoun and 
FI DA representative in Am- 
man Saleh Raafat were booed 
and Mr. Raafat was physically 
attacked during 'his visit. 

: The., Jhtqe. Palestinian. pffi-,..-. 
.pials no^heJd ^welcome..'.;, 
"because they , represent the. 
negotiators who .sue-.-jesponsi*-,. - 
ble for the massacre." said one 
Hebronite. The three were 
rushed out of the society under 
protection. 

The attack on Mr. Raafat 


came after Lower House Mem- 
ber Sheikh Abdul Munem Abu 
Zant called for die “liquidation 
of the PLO and the establish- 
ment of an Islamic leadership 
for the Palestinian people.” 

A member of the Palestine 
Central Council, Mr. Raafat 
stood up calling for “national 
unity in this time of mourn- 
ing.” A member of die audi- 
ence subsequently “got up and 
rushed towards Mr. Raafat 
attempting to throw him on the 
ground ” one observer told the 
Jordan Times. 

The attacker was taken away 
by other members of the audi- 
ence and expelled from the 
main hall of die society. 

Nominal bead of the LAP 
Abdul Rahman Khalifeh 
brought many members of the 
audience to tears with an elo- 
quent speech in which he refer- 
red to historic Muslim rights in 
Hebron and the “humiliation 
of all Musfims on this day.” 

“As our brethren kneeled at 
dawn to pray, they became 
martyrs and we must join them 
in their jihad to regain die Bait 
AI Maqdes ” said Sheikh Kha- 
lifeh. 

“It is our jihad against the 
“world Zionist conspiracy lead 
by U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton,” said Mr. -JCbalifeh. 

“This.pfa^onceAnd, for .all, 
that the peace negotiations are ' 
dead,”; added head of the IAF 
Executive Committee Ishaq 
Farhan. 

Amman based Hamas offi- 
cials Ibrahim Ghosheh and 
political bureau members 


Musa Abu Maizouk addressed 
audiences in the Khalil AI 
Rahm an Society and in the 
professional Associations 
Complex. 

But not all Palestinian par- 
ties which have operating 
offices in Jordan blamed Fri- 
day’s massacre on the PLO and 
the negotiations. The Palestine 
People’s Party, one of the 
three party’s along with the 
mains tream Fateh and Fjda to 
participate in the peace talks, 
put the blame for the massacre 
firmly in the Israeli camp. 

“We hold the Israel govern- 
ment and security forces re-, 
sponsible for Friday’s mas- 
sacre,” said a statement by the 
party. 

The group called on a halt to 
negotiations till ‘settlers are 
disarmed and international 
protection is provided for 
Palestinians under occupation. 

Participants in a meeting 
held at the Professional Asso- 
ciations Complex called for the 
donation of one day’s wages to 
the families of persons killed or 
wounded in the massacre and 
urged the organisation of a 
blood donation drive for the 
wounded. 

The participants, who in- 
cluded representatives of poli- 
.ntical and private organisations, 
..••also called for the secondment 
•of a medical delegation to the 
• occupied territories to offer 
medical assistance to the 
wounded and called for discus- 
sing tiie prospect of bringing to 
Jordan wounded Palestinians 
to receive treatment in Jordan. 


Mystery over fate of gunman 


(Continued from page 1) 


on a hilltop on the outskirts of 
town, dozens of ambulances 
and private cars kept streaming 
into the parking lot crowded 
with thousands of Palestinians 
seeking word on the fate of 
their relatives. 

The hospital was soon sur- 
rounded by Israeli troops seek- 
ing to disperse the crowd and 
enforce a curfew. 

Anguished Palestinians in 
the fencedin parking lot an cion 
nearby roof tops pelted the 
soldiers with students, cursing 
the Israeli army and leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

Militants using loudspeakers 
urged the crowd to step up the 


violence and “confront the sol- 
diers.” 

Doctors from the hospital 
argued for calm. 

“Please, we don't need more 
dead, we don't need more 
wounded.” one pleaded, 
“please use your heads, not 
your hearts... enough is 
enough.” 

Soldiers began opening fire, 
and over the next two hours 
pumped hundreds of rounds 
into the parking lot, until a 
ceasefire was negotiated by 
army officials and Palestinian 
leaders. 

In one incident, a helmeted 
soldier in a nearby olive grove 


aimed his M-16 rifle at a group 
of five stone-throweis on a 
rooftop, hitting one in the 
bead. The victim collapsed and 
people nearly started scream- 
ing. “He was killed, get the 
stretchers.” 

Another stone thrower near 
the fence was struck in the 
head by a bullet. 

In the chaos, Palestinians on 
rooftops threw buckets of wa- 
ter at people in the parking lot 
below to force them to step 
aside and make room for arriv- 
ing ambulances. 

Doctors over loudspeakers 
announced the blood types for 
which donors were sought and 
hundreds of people lined up. 
Several hours after the shoot- 
ing, hospital officials posted a 
list with the names of those 
killed at the gate. 


At least 60 

gunned 

down 


(Continued from 


1 ) 


and then fainted,” 

man worshippaf Aftmad 

Jaban, 50. 

Sharif Zahdeh, 2?, wfce was 
shot in the chest, told reporters 
in AI Ahli Hospital in Hebrtn 
that he was kneeling wfen he 
saw a man in military uniform 
shooting at the worshippers. 
But he said firing appeared to 
come from other directions as 
well. 

The army poured extra 
troops into the occupied terri- 
tories and damped a curfew on 
Hebron, a dty of 50,000. It 
also sealed off the Gaza Strip 
and banned Palestinians under 
age 50 from entering Jeru- 
salem. 

Despite the crackdown, 
dashes erupted and 10 Palesti- 
nians were killed, most by 
army gunfire, Arab hospital 
officials said. 

Most of the violence was 
around Hebron, where 
thousands of relatives gathered 
at two hospitals and pelted 
troops with stones, screaming 
“Allahu Akbar.” 

Four Palestinians were shot 
and killed by troops outside AI 
Ahti Arab hospital. 

In Jerusalem, 120,000 Mus- 
lims attended Ramadan 
prayers at the AI Aqsa Mos- 
que, and thousands protested 
afterwards throwing stones at 
police who responded with tear 
gas. 

Israeli cabinet ministers cal- 
led for tough array action to 
separate Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

“This not only comes at the 
wrong time.but it can aiso drag 
us into an uncontrollable real- 
ity... unless all the security 
forces show maximum control 
in the field,” said Housing 
Minister Benjamin Ben Eliez- 
er. 

Shai Bazak, spokesman of 
the settlers council, conde- 
mned the shooting spree. 
-URcm Scheduler, in charge of 
security far the Jewish settle- 
ments near .Hebron, said ten- 
sions began to. rise Thursday 
night when Jewish and Muslim 
worshippers poured into the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs. Each 
ride was observing a majdfr 
holiday, Ramadan for the 
Muslims and F’urim for the 
Jews. 

Police said a Palestinian 
hacked to death an Israeli with 
an axe near Tel Aviv and made 
off with his gun. 

Doctors in Hebron and Jeru- 
salem hospitals reported 113 
people treated for bullet 
wounds, most of them hurt in 
the mosque. 

More than 100 Palestinians 
were shot and wounded in 
Gaza Strip, about a dozen 
seriously. 

In Jerusalem's Old City hun- 
dreds of Palestinians staged 
running battles with security 
forces. 

Palestinian sources said 47 
Arabs were injured and police 
counted 13 of their number 
hurt by rocks which rained 
down after prayers at AI Aqsa. 


Massacre globally condemned 


(Continued from page 1) 


sake of peace. 

Norway, which helped brok- 
er the historic Israeli-PLO 
peace accord last year, said it 
was shocked by the massacre. 

“1 am deeply shocked by the 
news.”' Foreign Minister 
Bjoem Tore GodaJ said in 
condolences to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

“I hope that the parties in 
the ongoing peace process do 
not let this deeply tragic event 
influence their farther work," 
Mr. Godal said, adding that he 
was about to speak to Mr. 
Arafat to express his sympathy 
with the Palestinian people. 

France condemned the kill- 
ing as a “hateful crime” and 
cautioned against an escalation 
of violence. 

“France vigorously con- 
demns this hateful crime 
perpetrated in a place of 
prayer," a foreign ministry 
spokesman said in Paris. 

He told reporters that 
France called on all parties “to 
show restraint and asks them 
to do all they can to prevent an 
escalation of violence.” 

“France remains convinced 
that only a just and global 
peace accord can put an end to 
tensions and dashes,” he said. 

“In these circumstances, it 
encourages all parries to perse- 
vere resolutely so that more 
progress is achieved in the 
peace process.” he said. 

The Vatican condemned the 
murder and said it hoped the 
massacre would not prolong, 
suffering and hatred in the 
Middle East. 


“This was an act of gra- 
tuitous violence, aggravated by 
the fact that it was carried out 
in a holy place, and against 
people who were praying,” the 
Vatican said in a statement. 

“One hopes that it docs not 
prolong any further the suffer- 
ing and hatred in a land that 
has already endured too 
much,” it added. 

“The Holy See cannot but 
strongly condemn an action ... 
that has caused such a large 
number of victims.” 

The European Union's (EU) 
Greek presidency used similar 
language. 

“The Greek government 
and the Greek presidency of 
the EU express their strong 
concern over die Hebron inci- 
dent and we express the hope 
the peace effort will continue,” 
government spokesman 
Evangetos Venizelos told re- 
porters in Athens. 

Austria’s small Jewish com- 
munity expressed shock at the 
murder and said its members 
were praying for the survival of 
the Middle East peace process. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali sharply conde- 
mned the massacre and called 
On Israel to prevent Jewish 
settlers from committing ocher 
criminal acts. 

Dr. Ghali, in an official 
statement released in New 
York, expressed deep concern 
over the attack in Hebron and 
the effect it might have on the 
Middle East peace process. 

He called for calm by all 
rides in the negotiations and 


the immediate implementation 
of the declaration of principles 
for Palestinian autonomy ham- 
mered out in Middle East 
peace talks. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi accused the Israeli 
government of masterminding 
the massacre. 

In a statement distributed by 
the official JANA news agen- 
cy, Colonel Qadhafi said that 
the massacre “is a horrible 
terroristic crime... officially 
planned by the Israeli govern- 
ment.” 

JANA announced that 
Libya was in mourning. 
Prayers for martyrs were re- 
cited in mosques across the 
country. The official radio and 
television cut away from nor- 
mal programming and switch- 
ed to mournful muse and re- 
citations from the Koran. 

Egypt strongly condemned 
the massacre and endorsed the 
PLO's call for an emergency 
session of the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 


threatens the peace process," 
Dr. Abdol Meguid said. 

Syria blamed Israeli leaders 
for the massacre. 

“The Israeli government 
cannot shirk responsibility for 
the crime at the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs by blaming an ex- 
tremist,” official radio said. 

“The responsibility falls on 
the leaders in Tel Aviv who 
want to keep occupied Ar%> 
territories, and who encourage 
settlers to move there.” ^ 
It said “Zionist terrorism*' 
had been going on since the 
creation of Israel in 1948 and 
wonld do so until “ internation- 
al law prevaUs.” 

The human rights grous 
Amnesty International cellie 
on the Israeli govemnwftl \Q 
order an independent jugfay 
inquiry into the massacre^ 
“Serious questions are being 
raised as to now h was po^bk 
for an armed individo^- w eD _ 
ter the mosque, which is sun- 
posed to be guarded by 
forces and has long been 
mtv icip minister known as a potential target 
Amr Musa said die attack con- " s,mi *ar acts of violence.” 
firms tire need for assuring Amnesty said. 

• “In recent months, there 

have also been repeated com- 
plaints about Israeli settlers- 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, being allowed to carry out 
secretary-general of the Cairo other acts of violence (...) with. 
Arab League, said the impunity, sometimes in fan 


Palestinian- security "and not 
that of Israel alone. 


league “holds Israel totally re- 
sponsible for the souls who 
were killed this morning.” 
“This incident confirms once 
again the settlers’ indifference 
to the law and the Israeli au- 
thorities, disregard of the set- 
tiers’ crimes, which leads to 
dangerous escalation and 


view of Israeli forces, 

“Only an independent, thor- 
ough and impartial judicial in- 
quiry could remove any suspi- 
cion that, despite public pro- 
nouncements, the Israeli au- 
thorities are effectively con- 
doning such violence," the 
organisation concluded. 
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Kuwait mulls indirect 
ta^es to close budget gap 


Britain tries to head off Malaysian trade boycott 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis, 
lour .uihioned by big welfare 
benches. jL d dc asked to pay 
some form of tax for the first 
time to close a Gulf war- 
inflated budget deficit. 

Income tax — as yet un- 
known in the emirate — re- 
mains off the agenda. 

But an oil price slide and the 
halving of reserves during the 
1990-1991 crisis over Iraq's 
seven-month occupation of the 
emirate have made planners 
consider indirect levies and 
taxes in what was once the 
world's richest country on a 
per capita basis. 

A prolonged oil price 
squeeze could coincide uncom- 
fortably with big debt service 
payments due over the next 
rwd years and inflate a 1993/94 
deficit of 1.2 billion dinar TS4.0 
billion) that is already equal to 
a fifth of gross domestic pro- 
duct. 

‘!We have planned to impose 
'.new charges or hike the ex- 
isting ones on various public 
■services," finance ministry 
assistant undersecretary for 
budget affairs, Abdul Aziz A1 


Roumi, told the Arab Times 
newspaper. “These include 
electricity, health, the airport, 
highways and others." 

He added the ministry was 
also studying the possibility of 
introducing some form of tax. 
He emphasised Kuwaitis 
would not be required to pay 
taxes or increased fees unless 
the government had. first cut 
what he called unnecessary 
spending. 

Parliament's finance com- 
mittee last year studied impos- 
ing some form of tax on firms 
and on the wealthy, but in- 
come tax was not an option. 
Company tax is levied only on 
foreign firms. 

Finance Minister Nasser A1 
Rodhan last month said he 
expected a 210 million dinar 
($705 million) shortfall in oil. 
revenue in 1993/94 because of 
a year-long slide in oil prices. 

The country of 1.5 million 
has long been used to generous 
welfare with free or minimal- 
cost public services built on oil 
revenues. 

Education and health ser- 


vices are free for Kuwaitis and 
power and water and petrol are 
heavily subsidied. Most 
Kuwaitis expect to gain gov- 
ernment jobs on leaving 
school. 

But Gulf war-related costs 
more than halved state over- 
seas assets and cut investment 
returns that at times in the 
mid-1980s exceeded oil re- 
venues. Oil income lost during 
the Iraqi occupation hastened 
the drain on state coffers. 


Further strains on the public 
purse come from a population 
growth rate of more than three 
per cent among the 620.000 
Kuwaiti citizens. 66 per cent of 
whom are believed to be under 
20 years of age. 

Any more in the direction of 
levies or taxes is likely to be 
cautious and gradual in view of 
their potential unpopularity 
among a population used to 
cradle-to-grave welfare. 

The government has been 
quick to stress it would make 
sure any new levies or fees 
would not harm less well-off 
Kuwaitis. 


LONDON (R) — Britain tried 
Friday to head off a damaging 
trade boycott by Malaysia, 
threatening contracts worth 
billions of pounds (dollars) in a 
row over aid for arms. 

"We are extremely con- 
cerned.” said one senior Brit- 
ish official. “What we are 
trying to do is seeking bow we 
can use diplomatic means to 
avert what may become other- 
wise a crisis.” 

They stressed there was no 
question of retaliation. 

"No one is talking embar- 
goes or sanctions/ another' 
senior British government offi- 
cial said. 

Malaysia earlier banned 
British companies from gov- 
ernment contracts — inducting 
a $3.5 billion airport — saying 
it was sick of British press 
allegations of corruption and a 
saga over alleged linking of aid 
donations to a big arms purch- 
ase. 

Foreign Office Minister 
Alastair Goodlad told parlia- 
ment Britain wanted to defuse 
the crisis and allow trade to 
flourish. 

“There is no good reason for 
the Malaysians to make a con- 
nection between British press 
reporting and the conduct of 
trade between Britain and 


Malaysia,'’ Mr. Goodlad said. 
“Trade is justified on its own 
merits to the benefit of both 
countries.” 

Malaysia, he said, had to 
understood that Britain had a 
free press to which the govern- 
ment could not dictate. 

The ban marked a return to 
the bad old days of Britain’s 
relations with its former colony 
a decade ago. The British- 
educated Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad imposed a 
“bay British last” policy when 
London introduced foes for 
foreign students in 1981. 

Former prime minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher personally 
smoothed over that row in 
1988 agreeing a £1 billion 
($1.48 billion) arms deal with 
Mr. Mahathir. 

At the same time Britain 
offered its largest-ever single 
aid donation — £234 million 
(S345.6 million) for a con- 
troversial hydro-electric pro- 
ject, the Pergan dam. 

An alleged linkage between 
the two agreements, admitted 
by one British minister, has 
fuelled a row in Britain over 
alleged misuse of the aid 
budget to promote arms sales. 
That row has been compound- 
ed by press reports alleging 
bribes to Malaysian ministers. 


Mr. Goodland told parlia- 
ment there was nothing illegal 
about the dam deal and that it 
had been vital to retaining long 
term good trade relations with 
Malaysia. 

British trade with Malaysia 
hit a peak last year with British 
exports worth £965 million 
($1.4 billion), up 52 per cent 
on 1992. Britain bought goods 
worth about £1 billion per cent 
on 1992. Britain bought goods 
worth about £1 billion ($1.50 
billion) from Malaysia. 

News of the ban on British 
firms hit London only hours 
after the Malaysian air force 
formally took delivery of 28 
British Aerospace PLC Hawk 
trainer-fighter jets. 

British Aerospace (BAE) 
said it was deeply concerned at 
the boycott and sympathised 
with the Malaysian reaction to 
the British press reports of 
corruption in Kuala Lumpur. 

“We are keeping in touch 
with the government and we 
are looking towards the media 
to be a bit more responsible/’ 
said BAE public affairs direc- 
tor Ian Woodward. 

The head of the British fore- 
ign service, Sir David Gill- 
more, a former high commis- 
sioner to Malaysia, is on stand 
by to fly to Kuala Lumpur to 
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Overview 


FUNDAMENTAL VIEW: The dollar has rebounded to the 105 
' leyel against the yen, but the impasse between the U.S. and Japan 
over trade issues continues to create uncertainty about the 
1 outlook for the yen. We would not be surprised to see the yen pull 
back a bit in coming months if the U.S. and Japan make some 
progress on easing trade frictions. But prospects for large current 
.■ account surpluses to persist suggest that yen strength will continue 
• and perhaps intensify over the coming year. 

We maintain our 6-month target of JPY/USD 100 and our 
- 12-month target of JPY/USD 95. We continue to look for the 
V dollar to strengthen against European currencies over the coming 
year as European interest rates decline, and look for the dollar to 
■’ trade at the DM/USD 1.85 level by this time next year. 


argued for some time that persistent current account surpluses 
would bring renewed upward pressure on the yen. 

Even if Japan agrees to some market access measures for U.S. 
companies, we still expect it to post a current account surplus of 
nearly 5120 billion this year. That should help the yen to continue 
to trade in the JPY/USD 100-to-110 range for most of this year 
and we expect it to reach a level as high as JPY/USD 95 by this 
time next year. 


Technical View: The U.S. dollar was dearly on the defensive 
during the week ended Feb. 18 as the greenback lost ground 
against five of the six major currencies that we most regularly 
discuss. In the end, the dollar index fell 2. 1 per cent for its biggest 
week-to-week loss since April of last year. The dollar's weakness 
has aided sentiment as short term readings are now generally at or 
near oversold readings. However, both short and medium term 
momentum osdllatois have a downword bias. While we continue 
to!think that the greenback is positioning itself for a strong rally 
over the longer term, the immediate pressures remain downward 
but will probably be reasonably well contained. The dollar’s 
movements against individual currencies should probably be 
monitored move closely than the index. Important resistance 
exists at 97.50-98.00. Nearby support is just above 94,00, with 
benchmark support at 90.29. 


Technical View: The Japanese yen gained 3.1% against the U.S. 
dollar Last week, and — for the fourth week in a row — was the 
strongest currency of the six we most regularly monitor. This 
allowed the currency to test the August high near 1017/USS. Both 
short and medium term momentum of constructive, with the 
former at its most overbought level in 12 months. Sentiment 
indicators are deteriorating, but are still only neutral. This 
new-found strength is likely enough to allow for new highs, a rally 
much through 101 would allow for at least 98. Although 
benchmark support remains 113-114, intervening support at 
105-106 and 109-110 will likely be a more important focal in 
coming weeks. 


former resistance at 1.73 is now support. 

The mark/yen cross was little changed for the week, but 
managed to move under 59.50 during the week for a multi-year 
low. Momentum is oversold, but confirmed the lows and will have 
to move back up through the 62 JO over the next few weeks to 
reverse medium term momentum from down to up. In an 
environment where both individual currencies are expected to 
rally versus the U.S. dollar, resistance in the 65.50-66 range will 
be monitored for a potentially important breakout. A break 
below 59 would at least nominally set the stage for 55. 


Pound Sterling 


Deutschemark 


Fundamental View: The British pound continues to trade near the 
USS/GBP 1.48 level as the dollar remains steady against the 
Deutschemark. Despite the Bundesbank’s surprise discount rate 
cut on Feb. 17, the pound remains at the DM/GBP 2.55 level due 
to expectations of another near-term U.K. base rate. Economic 
indicators released recently point to a slowing economy; Unem- 
ployment showed an unexpected rise in January, industrial 
production in December was disappointing, and inflation was 
below expectations. 


Japanese yen 


Fundamental View: The yen has pulled back to the JPY/USD 105 
level after rising to JPY/USD 101.3 in mid-February in response 
io a highly publicised impasse in U.S.-Japan trade negotiations. 
The U.S. continues to threaten trade sanctions, but has no far 
refrained from deliberately talking up the yen. The yen is likely to 
re plain highly sensitive to U.S.-Japan political tensions m coming 
weeks. Trade concessions by the Japanese could lead to a 
pullback in the yen, while lack of progress in boosting imports 
would likely require a stronger yen to restrain Japanese exports. 
The recent rise of the yen could also push the Bank of Japan to a 
0.5% or 0.75% cut in the discount rate, which we expect will be 
needed m any case in coming weeks. Although trade tensions 
have served as the catalyst for the latest move in the yen, we have 


Fundamental View: The* dollar remains stuck at the DM/USD 
1.72 level, having pulled bade against the DM m sympathy with its 
sell off against toe yen. Despite the recent 25 basis point hike in 
the Fed funds rate in the U.S. and a 0.5% ait in Germany's 
discount rate to 5.25%, the Bundesbank's delay in cutting its key 
repo rate has helped support the Deutschemark at a time when 
U.S.-Japan trade frictions have raised questions about U.S. 
exchange rate policy. 

We do not expect another cut in Germany’s discount rate unit 
May or June, but toe Bundesbank is likely to start trimming its 
repo rate in March from a current level of 6.0%. The outlook for 
inflation to moderate further looks excellent, especially if the 
recent wage agreement in the chemical sector sets a pattern for 
other settlements. 

We continue to look for German 3-month money rates to fail to 
4.0% or less by early 1995 compared with 5.75% currently. We 
maintain aour 12-month target of DM/USD 1.85, and expect the 
dollar to reach toe DM/USD 1.80 level in 3 months. 


We continue to expect a 25 basis point U.K. rate cut m toe 
second quarter to effect toe impact of substantial tax increases on 
April 1. But we believe this will be the last cut in this cycle. 

By contrast, we expect short-term German rates to fall by 175 
basis points m 12 months, pushing the pound up to DM/GBP 
2.70. We expect the pound to depreciate to U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 12 
months. The Fed is likely to “snug” short-term rates by 25 basis 
points one or more times this year as the U.S. economy maintains 
a healthy momentum. 


Technical View: The Deutschemark rallied 2.3% versus toe U.S. 
dollar during the week ended Feb. 18 Medium term sentiment 
readings are near oversold to neutral. Short term momentum has 
broken to a multi-month overbought level and medium term 
oscillators are quite constructive. All of this suggests that, even 
though the dominant long term trend remains down, the 
immediate pressures in coming weeks should be to the upside. 
Last week's rally through 1.73 DM/USS allows for 1.68-1.69. The 


Technical View: The British pound rallied 1.2% versus the U.S. 
dollar last week. This allowed the currency to effectively hold the 
low end of its multi-month trading range. Sentiment is near 
oversold, but has been deteriorating in recent weeks. Short term 
momentum has been weak, but appears to be bottoming, medium 
term oscillators are under pressure as well, but have little 
definition. 

As a result, our parameters remain unchanged. A decisive 
breakdown from the trading range (1.46 U.S.S) would allow for at 
least a test of the 1993 low near $1.43 and possibly long term 
support at $1.40-$1.42. The area near $1.50-$1.51 is the focus of 
first resistance. A rally through second resistance at $1.55 would 
set the stage for a challenge of the long term benchmark at $2.60. 
Recent weaknes in toe DM cross-rate has been confirmed be 
short term momentum. In addition, medium term oscillators are 
beginning to deteriorate. The presence of support at 2.53-2.54 
allows for a rally, but the condition of momentum suggests that 
still lower lows ultimately lie ahead. 


By Glasbergen 



UMEN I LEFT \ 
FOR SCHOOL 
THIS MORNING, 
YOU WERE , 
ASLEEP.. J 




UMEN X CAME HOME, YOU 
UJERE STILL ASLEEP.. 


I FIND THAT 
INTERESTING, 
DON'T YOU? 


I CAN'T HEAR 
Y0U..|‘M A5LEEP.. 






‘It’s bad manners to comb your hair at . 
the dinner table — especially 
with your fork!" 


Andy Capp 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
,& by Henri Arnold and Hike Argirion 


WHAT A LIFE. WORKING- J 
ALL DAV'ANtoTHENV 
HAVING TO GO HOME'S 
ANDSIARTCOOWNG-I 


YOOfRE LUCKY, RW. 

L MV MAN EXPECTS ^ 
}-TOBev*vrE*oN 2 

I HASIO PNC) FOOT...) 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
lour ordinary words. 


KREJY 




v-'y 


N -L 

b -■ ‘18/ 



GOBEF 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


TASHAG 


PHARCE 


WHAT ■SHE GOT 
FROM THE 
ELECTRICIAN'S BILL. 


TrtlS LOT IS \ 
WORTH $10,000 


( I'LL GIVE 
(you FIVE 

1 BUCKS 

Vs FOR 


Now arrange the orcied letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: FROZE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BALKY ADDUCE LIQUOR 


Answer Another name for the steeping bovine — 
A BULL "DOZER" 



MUTT, WHEN YOU 
SOLD ME THAT 
LOT FOR FIFTY 
BUCKS THREE 

months ago 
You TOLD me A/ 
bus r iMB, r 




fco * 



try and soothe the tensions. 

“We are trying to defose this 
gently,” said one diplomat. 

Malaysian International 
Trade Minister Rafidah Aziz 
was in no mood to hear about 
press freedom. Britain, she 
told the BBC, had to do some- 
thing about the reports. 

Kuala Lumpur is particularly 
upset at a report in toe Sunday 
Times this week alleging bribes 
to Malaysian officials. 

Hie opposition Labour Par- 
ty, which has alleged there was 
an improper Knk between toe 
arms sales and the Pergau dam 
deal, re Us bed toe discomfort of 
toe government. 1 

“If British trade and British 
jobs are at risk because of this I 
believe it is because of the 
abuse of government by Con- 
servative ministers,” said 
labour’s Jack Cunningham. 

David Howell, chairman of 
the parliamentary foreign 
affairs committee and a direc- 
tor of construction group Tra- 
falgar House, said it was vital 
Britain repair toe damage with 
Malaysia quickly if it wanted to 
keep its foothold in Asia. 

“I think they must explain 
very vividly and clearly to the 
Malaysian government that 
this is the way we work and 
that it should not get in the way 
of the very constructive trade 
relationship/’ Mr. Howell told 
BBC radio on Friday. 

Bankers and analysts said 
Friday that British companies 
may lose a chance to take part 
in some $20 billion in infras- 
tructure projects 'in Malaysia 
following the announcement of 
trade sanctions. 

“Malaysia has a host of ma- 
jor projects incuding major 
power stations, toll roads and 
waterworks which British con- 
tractors were looking at/* said 
Martin Locke, senior director 
of project finance at Morgan 
Grenfell Asia. 


Tehran Times 
blames Saudis 
for low 
oil prices 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s 
Tehran Times newspaper has 
charged that high oil produc- 
tion by Saudi Arabia was to 
blame for weak oil prices. 

“Saudi's increased produc- 
tion has glutted the market and 
caused oil prices to fall from 
$18 to $12 per barrel in 1993.” 
The official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA quoted toe paper as 
saying. 

“Considering the estimated 
Saudi production increase, and 
its refusal to cooperate with 
other OPEC members to sta- 
bilise toe overall production 
level... it would be unrealistic 
to expect a fair price for oil any 
time soon,” the paper added. 

It said that if Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) oil ministers 
foiled at their March 25 meet- 
ing to reach “an agreement to 
lower production levels... 
crude prices could fall to $11 
per barrel.” 

“Reaching a consensus on 
production levels is contingent 
upon the realisation, by over- 
producers, that regional and 
national interests have, toe 
highest priority when it comes 
to political and economic poli- 
cies/’ the newspaper added. 

Saudi Arabia has not said 
whether it would go along with 
an OPEC production cut for 
the April-June quarter, a 
period when oil demand foils 
because of the end of the- 
northem winter. 

Iran has in toe past been 
critical of the fact that Saudi 
Arabia boosted its production 
by about three million b/d after 
the Gulf war, but the Saudis 
say they are simply restoring 
their former output levels. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 26, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrotoger, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

This Is an excellent day to engage 
in activities that you really enjoy. 
Be alert for unexpected opportu- 
nities coming yoor way and show 
co-workers that you are oousti- 
entious and precise. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Find out bow you stand with 


Find out bow you stand with 
others and do whatever is needed 
to improve relations. Try to 
understand your mate's views and 
harmony will prevail. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make new acquaintances who 
can help to enrich your life in 
many ways. Attend a group 
meeting is worthwhile and meet 
some interesting people. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Study your surroundings and 
make plans for improvement. 
ADow time to engage in your 
favourite hobby with congenial 
friends and your loved one. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take part in new activi- 
ties that are fine for you but first 
know all the facts conce r ning 
them. Think constructively. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Your male may have a chang e of 
attitude, so go along with new 
ideas for best results. Take it 
easy tonight and express happi- 
ness with your soul mate. 


productive day in any activity 
which you are involved in. 

: LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 12) Improve your envirob- 
. meet so that it is more inspiring 
and brings you greater comfort. 
Come to a better understa n di n g 
with mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Listen to what a 
good friend has to suggest for 
greater pleasure ahead. Take 
health treatments and improve 
your appearance both inside and 
out- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get rid of 
whatever is canting disharmony 
at home and be happier in the 
future. Pot your talents to work 
and you will have success beyond 
your belief. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be sure to study a 
new project wefl before you put 
it in operation. Don't take any 
risks that could prove costly in 
money and your reputation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Make long-range 
plans that could give you added 
income in the future. Come to a 
better understanding with family 
members and harmony will pre- 
vail. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Show more interest in 
civic affairs and gain the respect 
of others. Make this a most 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are likely to be upset 
about matters you can't change, 
so concentrate on what ever 
brings you inner peace and har- 
mony to all that are around you. 






THE Daily Crossword * 


ACROSS 
1 ” — flowing 
with.. " 

6 Coarse hominy 
10 Army vehicle 

14 Dye 

15 Row 

16 River to me 
Caspian 

17 Resin 

18 Choir voice 

19 Asia's owner 

20 Uke slipovers 

22 Btlsstul place 

23 Always 

24 Fixes firmly: var. 
26 Charm 

30 Western 

32 Part of speech 

33 Calls the shots 
35 Hindu sect 

members 
39 Sultry period 
41 Progress 

43 Make tough 

44 Pitcher 

46 Merit 

47 A Gorbachev 
49 — track 

(favorable spot) 
51 Enzyme 
54 Step 

56 "l smefl — " 

57 Dieters' goal 

63 Family member 

64 Regarding 

65 Jungle 
headwear 

66 Coup d'— 

67 Maugh-.m opus 

68 Ancient Greek 
monastery 

69 Part 

70 Actress, 
Eleonora 

71 A Ford 



nmaned 


DOWN 

1 Some tennis 
serves 

2 Hang taosety 

3 Sailing term 

. * Alaskan town 

5 Golf dub 

6 Trite 

7 Wing part 

6 Baseball team 


9 Toast word 

10 Summer 
newlyweds 

1 1 Wear away 

12 Like some seals 

13 Schemes 

21 — now and then 

25 T a tfle land 

26 No ilS, — or 
buts 

27 Pillage 

28 sied 

29 Minimize 

31 Tennis name 
34 Takes 
advantage of 

36 "Bridge on the 
River — " 

37 Difficult 

38 "Auld Lang — 
40 481 — 

42 Novelist 
Remarque 

45 Elks 

46 To the center 

50 Rile 

51 Tea rise 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived; 


pJ^nniQ nans nmne 
Hcu3nrn njnnm nuns 
□gnaiinnnno nnno 
nnn rammon nnrnnn 

ElfJDOQQO 

niOHOHDii 

□noma nrnn nnnnn 

nHDHG 

gpJBnrann rcnna 
nnaiira mrannH nnm 

anannnmnoio 
pjgnri nnna . mnuion 
flHon fJBna rannnn 


52 Muse of poetry 

53 — bull 

55 Once, once 
58 Biblical twin 


59 Cargo 

60 Musical work 


61 Dry 

B2 Close Ughtly 
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European market rally depends on German rate cut 


LONDON (R) — Europe's 
government bond markets wit! 
only shake off a deep depress- 
ion and resume their long rally 
if the Bundesbank, Germany’s 
central bank, cuts its short- 
term interest rates again soon, 
European analysts say. 

•‘I hope the Bundesbank 
cuts its repo rate by 20 basis 
points. If it doesn't do that 
then ! think we are stuck in a 
medium-term reversal (of the 
uptrend),” said Philippe Ithur- 
bide, chief economist, capita! 
markets, at Socieie Generale 
in Paris. 

The icpo rate is the central 
bank's main instrument for 
steering the money market and 
short term interest rates. 

On Thursday, bond markets 
crashed through support levels 
when a huge rise in American 
durable goods orders stirred 
fears that the U.S. will move 
soon to further raise the cost of 
borrowing to quell inflation 
pressures. 

British government bonds 
(gilts) were the worst hit, los- 
ing nearly three points, while 
French government bonds lost 
ground despite a 10 basis point 
reduction in the French in- 
tervention rate. Friday mom- 
*np. gihs were nearly half-a- 


point higher but other bonds 
were even lower. 

Also on Thursday, share 
prices tumbled in the wake of 
bonds. There were few signs of 
a strong recover)- on Friday 
rooming, with stock markets 
around Europe still nervous 
and cautious. 

European bonds have been 
on tenterhooks since the Feb. 4 
tightening of American monet- 
ary policy, which reawakened 
fears in Europe of inflation and 
an end of falling interest rates. 

"The correlation between 
European and American mar- 
kets shouldn't be there because 
(Europe) is at a different stage 
in the (economic) cycle,” said 
Giancarlo Perasso, senior eco- 
nomist at Credito Italiano in 
Milan. 

But the markets' concern 
that Europe is close behind the 
United States in the economic 
cycle could be offset by a Ger- 
man rate cut. 

"The Bundesbank has to 
lower its short-term interest 
rates to show it is sticking to an 
easing policy," said Herbert 
Fuchs, senior analyst, bond re- 
search, at Wesrcapiial in Dues- 
seldorf. 

But the Bundesbank mav 


Turkey to fuel exports 
with foreign debts 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey 
will pump into exports a major 
part of foreign loans it plans to 
tap in rhe first quarter of 1994, 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
has said. 

She said the bulk of the S4.S 
billion due to arrive from fore- 
ign markets up to April would 
be extended to Eximbank 
loans. 

“We will take shock mea- 
sures to divert production to 
exports from the local market. 
This will reduce our domestic 
borrowing," Ms. Ciller told a 
meeting of the Istanbul Cham- 
ber of Industry. 

“Our priority will be exports 
and we will use the bulk of our 
available funds to stimulate in- 
vestments there," she added. 

The growth in exports has 
lagged significantly behind that 


of imports since 1988, mainly 
due to a currency overvalua- 
tion. Exports rose 4,3 per cent 
to $15.3 billion last year, com- 
pared with a 29 per cent jump 
in imports io $29.4 billion. 

The lira was devalued by 12 
per cent last month after chaos 
in currency markets Triggered 
by excess liquidity. 

Ms. Ciller said u government 
bond issue on March 21 which 
will be convertible to shares of 
the to-be -privatised state tele- 
coms company, would bring 
in $2.2 to $2.7 billion. 

Turkey will tap $1 billion 
from a global bond issue on 
March 6 with the leadership of 
Merrill Lynch and Salomon 
Brothers. An international 
share offer in Fiat-owned car 
maker Tofas would add some 
$500 million, Ms. Ciller said. 


not cut interest rates while the 
threat uf higher- than-expecteu 
January money supply data, 
and a strike bj Gcrnsxn metal 
workers, loom oves the tnar- 
kfi, he added. 

"if M3 (money supply) to not 
so bad and the strike in the 
metal industry eases or sees a 
moderate outcome (then the 
Bundesbank may cut its repo 
rate)." Mr. Fuchs said. 

Mr. Perasso agreed this 
would help Eurupean bonds, 
adding “we need strong news, 
something that will change 
market sentiment.” 

On a fundamental basis, “we 
have to go back to lower real 
interest rates in Europe fas a 
whole),” said Hans Knot Ten 
Sensei, senior analyst at Kre- 
dictbnnk in Brussels. 

But he sec*, more hurdles to 
a near-term cut in German 
rates. “If the Federal Reserve 
(America's central bank) starts 
to tighten (more) and as Bun- 
desbank is keen on the stability 
of its currency, it may keep 
high real interest rates and that 
could hamper expansion,” said 
Mr. Knol Ten Bensei 
But Philip Tyson at C.S. 
First Boston (CSFB) in Lon- 
don said the market is already 
anticipating an casing of Ger- 
man rates. 

"Bundesbank cuts that are 
more substantial than expected 
... and an early settlement to 
the dispute with the German 
metal workers (would help 
European bonds recover),” 
said Mr. Tyson, a CSFB Euro- 
pean bond analyst. 

Market sentiment would 
also receive a boost from a 


favourable outcome to the 
trade talks expected :c take 
place between Japan arc 
America at this weekend's 
Group of Seven (G-7j meeting 
of the leading industrialised 
nations, Mr. Tyson added. 

Mr. Ithurbide said he was 
not worried that I etc. ft sails 
marked the beginning a re- 
versal of the bull trend because 
"domestic investors haven’t 


decided to sell in the cash 
market." 

"The drop in the cash mar- 
ket came from foreign specula- 
tion,” Mr. Ithurbide added. 

Selling by American hedge 
funds, which move their 
money around world markets, 
is closely connected to the sel- 
!off, said the head of trading at 
a major Swiss bank in Zurich. 
And domestic investors could 


help the markets recover, he 
added. 

Mr. Tyson said, though, in;- 
vesrors may let the first stage 
of any rally pass by as they 
look for reassurance the mar : 
ket has bottomed after its re- 
cent drop. 

“There's no doubt European; 
bonds will be quite a bit higher 
but it will be a long haul back," - 
he said. 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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FORWAROtMG. DOOH-m 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWMl&SONS 

TEL 604 G 7 G GJL 14 A 96 ^ 
p O BOX /(jot) 

A INMAN 


KV THE d * 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments lurnrshed or unfur- 
nished 

For more details call 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 81 0605/8 1 0609/8 1 0520 
Fax: 810520 



.Sweffiyeh. 

81 6690 
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Hie unlj 1* '.■*.! au rani iliui 
Oilers real Chinese \ \mhic 
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Flat .O.Te! 

" Senriced SuiJes In 
Grand Hotel Style ! 1 
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K\ery «i**hi wiili live music 
" V:td vou tun dance !ih« !!I " 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 T7S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Advertisement 


_ LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and celling rates int 
leading world Currencies and gold against the AiHar at ^ d ^’ n 
J, on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion market* Fndav. 

I u,s. si. oo co SI s I.?*?™ 


\ One sieriing 
! 0n e ounce of gold 


1. 3468/78 

1.71S7/y7 

1.9301/11 

1.4355/AS 

35.41/45 

5 . 8415/65 

1682.6/4.1 

105.03/13 

7.9953/53 

7 . 4470/20 

6.7260/10 

51,4806/16 

$ 377 . 70 / 378.10 


Canadian dollar 
Deut?icheniiirks 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


JAML AMMAN FIRST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI CMBASSV TEL. M4203 


SllJIMO IIAIC 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour .Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% lorgmr 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeiwni - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouh 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

O r cn d.nly 12:1X1-. 1 Ml 

pm. 

. n:.W- Midnight > 


The Hnt Cfeae Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room—! 

"Satellite T.V. Reception" 


5C M =£ « JT 


Cheers Cafe' . 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 

4:30 pJTT.-V. LJto C,;- 


WTTKmDUJ- 



667171 exf.223 


Andalusian 

If tar 

or a la carte dinner 

JabaJ Amman 3rd circle 


Tel. 61 50 61 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Rcrstaurant 


120 

Aulhentic 
Cninese dishec. 
Iromali great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles cl China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese deft 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Take away scnices 
Jabai Ai Hussen 
Mtrasuy ot Trade 
& indi^nal Rd 
Til «MM 




TeeBestLv 
Indian Cnaw. 


Bukhara 
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Amman - Tel 668193 
POBox 9403- Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


» - : • -.j ftyi m,- • jl s-.'a" a 




j| Take away is available j 

I S.-L 3 I AJ-Arjti Sirre: j 

{ Vn urnanif Commerce Centre J 

‘ Tel.: 861174 j 

(j^ gntc lasted LcvcJ j; | 


AVIS 


Wl* Irv harder. 


Sf 699-420 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

?■ ^ _ ‘.\r 2 : 4 -.■* J— 

4“ I . s r j * 5 XTti;' 

Taka away is available 

open daily 

5:00 - 11:30 p.m 

Tel. 638968 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 
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Buthelezi seeks resumption o 
talks after latest government 



CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
Zulu leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi has called for an 
urgent resumption of dead- 
locked negotiations, govern- 
ment officials said Friday, rais- 
ing hopes for a peaceful settle- 
' ment to South Africa's political 
■' crisis. 

* Mr. Buthelezi late Thursday 
termed government proposals 
on the future of the Zulu na- 
. tion a and its king, Goodwill 
; Zwelithini, in two days of talks 
here as “a basis* 1 for the talks 
to resume, Home ■ Affairs 
Ministry spokesman Niel Du 
■ Bois said. 

Mr. Du Bois said the favour- 
able response by Mr. 
Buthelezi, leader of the In- 
katha Freedom Party (IFP) 
and chief minister of the Kwa- 
Zulu homeland, was a ‘'break- 
through.'* 

Three-way talks between the 
government, the African 
.^.National Congress (ANC) and 
r'/jJie conservative Freedom 
11 -Alli ance — comprising the 
^ IFP, the white right-wing Afri- 
kaner Volksfront and the 
, Bophuthatswana Mack home- 
.-land — broke down earlier 
•_,4his month. 

.. • The alliance, opposed to the 
, > country’s first ail-race election 

April 26-28 on grounds that 
Jt will bury its federalist aspira- 
. „ tipns, had raised the specter of 
civil war. 

, < ; • Zulu King Goodwill who has 
.;-held a series of talks with 
■ , 'President F.W. De Klerk over 
the past five weeks, had come 
, *.to the brink of announcing the 


secession of Kwazulu and sur- 
rounding Natal province, 
saying he was reclaiming his 
nation’s pre-colonial bound- 
aries. 

The alliance had also re- 
jected a series of last-minute 
concessions on federalism 
announced by ANC President 
Nelson Mandela and endorsed 
by Mr. De Klerk. 

The proposals made here 
Thursday night — and whose 
details are not yet known — 
lays the foundation “for furth- 
er urgent talks which could 
open the door for the parti- 
cipation of the IFP in the elec- 
tion," Mr. Du Bois said. 

He said further talks would 
have to take place later Friday, 
before a meeting of the par- 
liamentary committee to final- 
ise the most recent amend- 
ments to the constitution, 
based on the latest conces- 


sions. 

After the secret meeting 
with King Goodwill's repre- 
sentatives, Home Affairs 
Minister Danie Schutte, who 
led the government delegation 
to the talks, had said Thursday 
night that he believed the new 
proposals would “accommo- 
date" the king. 

“We are committed to en- 
sure the Zulu king is recog- 
nised," Mr. Schutte said. 

King Goodwill and Mr. De 
Klerk have met four times 
since Jan. 17 and once since 
the king, at a session in Dur- 
ban on Feb. 14, demanded the 
restoration of his kingdom to 
include Kwazulu and Natal. 


Sources dose to the negotia- 
tions did not discount a possi- 
ble fifth meeting here between 
the two men following the 
proposals. 

Mr. De Klerk has been 
trying to persuade King Good- 
will. a close ally of Mr. 
Buthelezi, to accept the new 
constitutional compromises 
and encourage his supporters 
to join the democratic process. 

Parliament wiil convene a 
special sitting here from Mon- 
day to vote into iaw the com- 
promises, which give provinces 
stronger federal guarantees 
and provide for a double-ballot 
election system that will allow 
voters to choose separate par- 
ties for the national and re- 
gional parliaments. 

In Durban, NaLai’s major 
metropolis, IFP official Ziba 
Jiyane warned Thursday that 
his party would not recognise 
the election results unless the 
constitution was amended to 
accommodate IFF demands, 
including recognition of the 
Zulu king. 

“The king's demand critical- 
ly affects our partidpation in 
the election," Mr. Jiyane had 
said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. De Klerk 
was quoted Friday as saying he 
would act firmly to prevent 
violence disrupting the coun- 
try's democracy process. 

Mr. De Klerk told Britain's 
Times newspaper in an inter- 
view that he bad “contingency 
plans" to deal with unrest. 

“I don’t expect dvil war,” he 
said. “I believe that we have 


sufficient resources to handle 
the ryre of violence one might 
anticipate. 

“We will have to act very 
firmly. And I’m also convinced 
that we can rely on the security 
forces in that regard." 

Conservative black and 
white groups have threatened 
to boycott South Africa's first 
all-race elections in April and 
political analysts say surging 
violence is creating a climate of 
fear that could deter thousands 
from voting. 

Mr. De Klerk said he had no 
regrets about his role in ending 
white rule because it had 
averted a devastating revolu- 
tion in South Africa - 

“If we hadn’t done what we 
did, before the end of 1990 
South Africa would have been 
in a state of absolute turmoil, 
much worse than what is now 
predicted by pessimists. 

“We wouldn’t have had the 
15-20, KX1 people on protest 
marches. We would have had a 
fcaif a million and a million, as 
has happened in eastern 
Europe. We would have had a 
devastating revolution in South 
Africa.” 

In a separate development, 
Mr. Mandela urged his follow- 
ers here Friday to stop disrupt- 
ing the electoral campaigns of 
other political parties. 

Speaking at Kimberley Hos- 
pital at the start of a two-day 
tour of northern Cape pro- 
vince, Mr. Mandela warned 
that such disruptions would re- 
sult in an escalation of violence 
in the country. 



South Africa President F.W. De Klerk's 
bodyguard points at an ANC demonstrator 
who threw an object at Mr. De Klerk as he 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. African 


.freed today 


t.*f. MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
u >! headers of the October 1993 
uprising in Moscow can be 
‘freed from Saturday following 
*c ^publication in official media ofs 
parliament's decision to» 
-amnesty them, Interfax News 
.‘'Agency said Friday. . 

>r •: Interfax, quoting Duma 
speaker Ivan Ryblrin, said the 
-> amnesty resolution would be 
published Saturday by the gov- 
- -eminent daily Rossiskaya 
Gazefa. 


Under prevailing interpreta- 
tions of Russian law, that pub- 
■; : Bcation automatically brings 
-.die resolution into force. 

:: The amnesty, approved by 

• ;‘ tbe Duma Wednesday, applies 
; “ to former Parliament Speaker 
:l Ruslan Khasbulatov and Rus- 
| - jsian Vice-President Alexander 
‘ ^ Rutskoi, both accused of lead- 
; ’ing the October revolt, 
j ' It also applies to the 12 
; '"former Soviet officials accused 
of plotting the failed 1991 

- > _ Soviet coup, jailed participants 
^.__in bloody May Day riots last 
;.;;>'>ear and potentially thousands 
;|f of other criminals jailed for 

- 5 unrelated offenses. 


i 


Interfax said once the 
amnesty was published in the 
media, officials must obtain in 
ji* writing a statement of agree- 
;3j ment or disagreement with the 
text from the accused before 
7; they could be set free. 


' 




Officials in the General Pro- 


f. seentors Office said Thursday 
j the amnesty was a binding 
order from a higher authority 
and would be applied. 


Those covered under the 


amnesty are among President 
'<• ' ' ‘ Boris Yeltsin’s fiercest political 
;V*‘foes and the Kremlin has 
warned not to expect their 


-Tj release any time soon. 

Russia's new constitution 


appears to give sole authority 
li -. for proclaiming amnesties to 
' the Duma, but Kremlin legal 




experts said Mr. Yeltsin legally 


• ~ possessed other powers to 

> override the decision, notably 
; o .by issuing a decree annulling it. 
1% Meanwhile, Mr. Yeltsin 
>* appealed to his people Thurs- 
l* day to unite in a powerful 

> Russian state but his enemies 
;f gathered strength even as he 
» J delivered a 50-minute televised 

• l state-of-the-nation address. 

I J?. “The time has come for a 
;*\>.new political style — trust and 
■^^constructive cooperation, 
'-mutual understanding and 
j; ‘ coordinated action,” Mr. Yelt- 
jin said. 

£ ~ But Russia's new conserva- 
§ tive parliament had already de- 
i live red its hostile verdict on 
l ^ir. Yeltsin’s hopes.' On 
E ^Wednesday, the State Duma 
l had amnestied all the presi- 
5 dent’s foes from the past. 
t “Yesterday’s decision... is 
• the potential cause of a dvil 
5 - ~ikar," said Yegor Gaidar, who 
5 resigned as deputy prime 
£-* 4 ainister last month. 


Major presses Sinn Fein over violence 


i ! 


BELFAST (AFP) — British Prime Minister John Major has 
again urged Sinn Fein, the political wing of the TRA, to 
renounce violence. In an article published in the Irish News 
here Friday, Mr. Major said most nationalist leaders in 
Northern Ireland understood that violence no longer had any 
justification, including John Hume, head of the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party. Mr. Major asked if Sinn Fein 
leader Geny Adams shared that view, adding: “If not. why 
not? The people have the right to know.” Mr. Adams could 
not talk about peace and at the same time block it by 
continuing to delay his movement’s response to the Anglo- 
Irish declaration issued m December hy Mr. Ma^rmandiftis 
Irish counterpart Albert Reynolds, Mr. Major said^ ^ g 
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Man jumps to death from Eiffel Tower ^ 




PARIS (R) — A 22-year-old German has jumped to his death 
from the Eiffel Tower, the 378th suicide from the Paris 
landmark since it opened in 1889 but the first since new 
barriers were erected three years ago, police said Friday. The 
man, whose identity was not disclosed, jumped from the 
tower's second floor on Thursday afternoon and was killed 
when be hit its first floor 60 metres (200 feet) below, police 
said. The tower is 320 metres (1,050 feet) high. There hac 
been no suicides at the tower since 1991 when authorities 
erected high metal barriers on all floors. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Sis 'miners wete found de^d jn- 
a^o:!ieiy5ibjd 41 people wejne^ 
buried in 'a hardening tonib of .< 
mud as teMue workers sear-.* 
ched hopelessly Friday for sur- 
vivors cf two* South African 
mining disasters. 


Dinah Shore dead at 76 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Dinah Shore, whose best-selling 
records and variety show made her one of the most popular 
entertainers in the golden age of American television, died 
Thursday at her Beverly Hills home. She was 76. A spokes- 
woman said she died after a brief illness but did not elaborate. 
Bom Frances Rose Shore in Winchester, Tennessee on March 
1, 1917, she changed her name to Dinah when she first sang on 
local radio there. Shore, who considered herself a singer first 
and an actr ess s econd, teamed up with Frank Sinatra on New 
York’s WNEW Radio and made records with bandleader 
Xavier Cugat. She was one of the most popular performers 
during World War H and performed for American servicemen 
all over the globe. After establishing a successful radio career 
in the 1930s she acted in several films, including i nan. 1 ; Your 
Lucky Stars, TQl The Clouds Roll By, Up In Aims and Belie 
Of The Yukon. But her acting career was short. “I bombed 
(flopped) as a movie star,” she once said. Her last film 
appearance was in a cameo role in the 1977 George Bums 
comedy. Oh God. But there was no doubt about her success 
on television. The Dinah Shore Show on NBC. became staple 
Sunday night viewing for millions from 1951 to 1957. Shore 
was married twice and is survived by two children. 


The six miners died after fire 
broke out Wednesday night at 
a coal mine near Middelburg. 
20C kilometres (125 miles) east 
of here, and 13 others were still 
missing, Trans-Natal Coal 
spokesman Laing Geldenhuys 
said. 


A search team found the 
bodies of the men near a re- 
fuge bay from where 17 others 
were rescued late Thursday. 

They were probably making 
their way towards the bay, but 
missed it due to poor visibility, 
Mr. Geldenhuys said. 

!n the Orange Free State 
town of Virginia, 200 
kiiomeires (125 miles) west of 
Johannesburg, rescue workers 
were still balding a sea of mud 
that flood :a the suburb of 
Merriesprji; when a gold mine 
slime dam burst Tuesday night. 



tried to address supporters during his elec- 
tion roadshow at Postadene township in is® 
Northern Cape Province (AFP photo) 


Mostar Muslims, Croats observe truce 


ZAGREB (AFP) — Shelling 
in theatres of Mush'm-Croat 
confrontation in Bosnia con- 
tinued Friday ahead of a mid- 
day (1100 GMT) ceasefire, but 
latest reports said calm had 
descended at least on the 
southern city of Mostar. 

The United Nations Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) said 
11 artillery and mortar shells 
had fallen on the Muslim-held 
eastern sector of Mostar in the 
morning but small-arms fire 
was sporadic. 

There was also shelling at 
Vitez and Gomjl Vakuf, UN- 
PROFOR spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bill Aik- 
man said in Sarajevo. 

But an hour after the cease- 
fire was due to come into 
force, Croatian radio said the 
situation was calm in Mostar, 
without a shot being fired in 
the interval. 

The streets of the Croat-held 
western sector of the city were 
full of people, and “though it 
might be too soon to draw 
conclusions, this augurs well,” 
the radio said, adding that 
there was “relative calm” on 
other fronts. 

The ceasefire was agreed 
here last Friday by the com- 
mander of the mainly Muslim 
Bosnian government forces. 
General Rasim Delic, and the 
head of the Bosnian Croat 

; JtfyO , militia* . .General, Ante- 

..Rqsq-. -j , ..w 

. .. It was to be the first step of a 
process,- that- would include 


withdrawal of heavy weapons 
and the active involvement of 
UNPROFOR in keeping the 
two sides apart, similar to the 
accord reached earlier this 
month between Muslims and 
Serbs in Sarajevo. 

Gen. Roso and Gen. Delic 
were due to meet Friday in 
Kiseljak, 35 kilometres west of 
Sarajevo, under the supervi- 
sion of the UNPROFOR com- 
mander for Bosnia, British 
General Sir Michael Rom, 
U.N. spokesman Major Rob 
Ann ink said in the Bosnian 
capital. 

Brigadier-General John 
Reith, who is to oversee a 
newly created southwest Bos- 
nian U.N. sector that will cov- 
er the ceasefire area, may also 
attend, Maj. Annink said. 

The meeting was to discuss 
the ceasefire, freedom of 
movement on roads, withdraw- 
ing of heavy weapons and put- 
ting them under U.N. control 
.and finally setting up a joint 
commission to work ont the 
details. 

Fighting in southern and 
central Bosnia has created 
anarchy that has blocked 
humanitarian aid. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
spokesman Kris Janowski said 
Friday: “If the ceasefire holds, 
it will make everything easier." 

Meanwhile Croatian Foreign 
Minister Mate Gr anic Jeft for 
Washington Friday for U.S.- 
sponsored talks on a possible 


Croat-Muslim political agree- 
ment for Bosnia. 

The weekend meeting, 
which indudes Bosnian Croats 
and a delegation led by Prime 
Minister Haris Silajcfcric, the 
head of Bosnia’s Muslim-led 
government, will focus on a 
proposal to establish one 
sovereign state grouping two 
republics — one Serb and the 
other Croat and Muslim. 

“The concept would be for 
Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian 
Croats to arrive at a joint 
entity,” a U.S. State Depart- 
ment official said Thursday. 
“This entity would be then 
linked with Bosnian Serbs.” 

Mr. Silajdzic has been in 
Washington since Monday, 
and Thursday’s announcement 
came after his second meeting 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

“We are focusing on the 
possibility of a rapprochement 
with the Croats,” Mr. Silajdzic 
said. “We believe it to be the 
first step toward peace in Bos- 
nia.” 

Differences remain over the 
form such a joint state would 
take, however. According to* 
Croatian radio, the Muslims 
want to maintain a unitary 
state of Bosnia-Herzegovma, 
'while the Croats prefer the 
idea of a loose federation. 

“The United States insists 
• on a- settlement, but doesn’t 
... want, to . force . any . party., to 
accept something it does not 
want,” the radio said. 


Italy’s Northern League ‘could go it alone’ 


ROME (R) — The leader of 
the federalist Northern 
League. Umberto Bossi. said 
Friday that the rich north 
would secede from Italy if his 
movement failed to win a slice 
of power in next month's 
national elections. 

The threat was a shot across 
the bows of Silvio Berlusconi, 
the media mogul turned politi- 
cian with whom Mr. Bossi has 
joined forces in the north in a 
shaky alliance to shut out the 
left in the March 27-28 elec- 


“If the league were to miss 
victory, or fail to get into gov- 
ernment, a centralist revival 
would be inevitable. The north 
would be out of it, there would 
be a split, ” Mr. Bossi said. 


He called Mr. Berlusconi's 
Forza Italia (Go Italy) move- 
ment a collection of "recycled 
men" — the term used to 
describe politicians who have 
fled Italy's corruption-stained 
traditional parties to join new 
groups for the election battle. 


north. 

But political commentators 
believe his wings have been 
clipped by the entry into the 
fray last month of Mr. Berlus- 
coni. who has managed to pre- 
sent himself as the only new 
face in Italy’s tired old political 
landscape. 


tion. 

It also highlighted the fragil- 
ity of the pact, whose third 
main force, the neo-fascist 
National Alliance, is at daggers 
drawn with the league. 

“The desire is rife among the 
people of the north to go it 
alone." Mr. Bossi told the 
Milan newspaper U Giomale. 


"The league was the 
architect of the revolution, the 
locomotive of change. The 
others just tagged on." he said. 

Mr. Bossi capitalised on the 
outrage of northern taxpayers 
by attacking corruption and 
misgovemment in Rome to 
make the movement the 
largest party in the affluent 


Opinion polls show Forza 
Italia as the party with the 
most support in Italy — about 
25 per cent — while Mr. Ber- 
lusconi himself has impressed 
many voters with a simple mes- 
sage of prosperity and dean, 
honest government. 

In an interview on his Rete 
Ouattro Television Network 
Thursday night, he ‘promised 
“a holy war against unemploy- 
ment" and creation of one 
million jobs in the recession-hit 
economy. 


Aristide again rejects compromise 


WASHINGTON (R) — Exiled Haitian President Jcsr.- 
Bertrand Aristide has rejected intense international pressure 
and refused any compromise to end the crisis paralysing his 
island nation, a statement issued by Mr. Aristide's 
govemment-in-exile said he would name a new prime minis'er 
only after Haiti's military rulers have stepped down and only 
.with the understanding that he would return to Haiti !0 days 
after the prime minister takes office. The statement added that 
a group of five Haitian legislators, touting their own plan to 
resolve the crisis in a Feb. 19 letter to the United Nations, 
were opponents of Mr. Aristide were distorting the situation. 
The legislators want Mr. Aristide to name a new prime 
minister immediately so that he can organise a new broad- 
based government that would push an amnesty iaw through 
parliament and allow the country’s military leader and chief cf 
police to resign. But the plan makes no mention cf Mr. 
Aristide's return. "The letter results in proposing a plan For 
lifting the (fuel and arms) embargo (imposed on Haiti by the 
U.N.) and not for restoring democracy," Mr. Aristide's 
government said. “It provides no date for President Aristide s 
return.” 


orean president ready to meet Kim II- Sung 


Doorman killed outside Belfast bar 


! l 


BELFAST (R) — A doorman was shot to death in a hsi! of 
bullets outside a bar in the Northern Ireland capital of Belfast 
Thursday night and an outlawed Republican group said it was 
responsible. Witnesses said a number of gunmen walked up to 
the doorman and one fired several shots at point-blank range. 
The bar was packed at the time and customers panic — pints 
(of beer) went everywhere, tables went everwhere — es 
people just got down on the ground,” said one customer. The 
gunmen sped off in a car and police sealed off the area. The 
doorman was the sixth person to be killed by gunmen in 
Northern Ireland this year. The outlawed Irish National 
Liberation Army (INLA), which is fighting to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland, later admitted responsibility for the 
killing. The INLA was formed in 1972 as a breakaway group 
from the Irish Republican Army. 


SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam said Friday he was ready 
to meet with his North Korean 
counterpart Kim I!-Sung. as 
U.S. negotiators in New York 
emerged empty-handed from 
efforts to persuade the North 
to accept outside inspections of 
its suspect nuclear facilities. 

“! wiil push forward talks 
with Kim Il-Sung if that would 
be helpful in blocking North 
Korea's nuclear weapons de- 
velopment.” Mr. Kim told a 
press conference here marking 
the completion of his first year 
::i office. 

Asked if that meant he 
would meet with the ageing 
leader from the Communist 
North even before nuclear 
transparency was ensured, Mr. 
Kim replied, “yes.” 

The -Tipposition Democratic 
Part)', which has long advo- 
cated a summit between the 
two Kims, welcomed the 
announcement 2 s a “step for- 
ward in inter-Korean rela- 
tions." 

Mr. Kim, South Korea's first 
president in 32 years without a 
military background, previous- 
ly said the nuclear issue should 
be solved before any summit, 
and the South’s news agency 
Yonhap called Friday's state- 
ment a "sharp departure" from 
the president’s previous stand. 

A presidential palace source 
however disclaimed that there 
had been any radical depar- 
ture. saying “the basic line of 
our earlier position has not 
changed. 


“We see no reason to avoid 
summit talks even before the 
nuclear issue is solved,” he 
said, adding that one could 
assume that the president 
“would take the initiative in 
pushing for a summit." 

Hours before Mr. Kim 
spoke the U.S. negotiator at 
talks with North Korea in New 
York said be was heading back 
to Washington empty handed, 
after failing to arrange for the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to begin an 
on-site survey of Pyongyang’s 
seven declared nuclear installa- 
tions. 

“There will not 1?e another 
meeting today,” Tom Hub- 
bard, deputy assistant secret- 
ary of state for the Asia-Pacific 
region said. 

“I am disappointed to have 
to report that the DPRK 
(North Korea) representatives 
have not yet been able to come 
up with authorisations to re- 
spond to points that we made 
to them Tuesday afternoon 
and Wednesday morning," 
Mr. Hubbard said. “They have 
not yet agreed to inspections." 

The IAEA Wednesday gave 
North Korea until the end of 
the month to set a date for 
inspections of its suspect nuc- 
lear installations, and Mr. 
Hubbard said the U.S. would 
keep trying to push for a 
breakthrough. 

All topics including the nuc- 
lear issue, economic coopera- 
tion and unification between 
the two hostile nations could 
be discussed at a North-South 


summit, Mr. Khn said at his 
press conference. 

He added that the South 
would be willing to tap its 
technical expertise and capital 
resources to "expeditiously 
pursue joint economic de- 
velopment with the North." 


Calling the nuclear impasse 
“a formidable dilemma,” he 
stressed that care had to be 
taken to avoid aggravating the 
situation, and that a derision 
had yet to be taken on whether 
to introduce defensive Patriot 
missiles to U.S. bases in the 
South. 


He also said the joint U.S.- 
South Korean military exercise 
Team Spirit would be cancel- 
led if Pyongyang allowed the 
IAEA team in and agreed to a 
meaningful dialogue with 
Seoul on the exchange of pres- 
idential envoys. 

“The announcement (on 
Team Spirit) will be made by 
our government,” he added. 

North Korea, which height- 
ened world fears that it was 
developing a nuclear weapons 
programme when it threatened 
to pull out of the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty 11 months 
ago, has indicated it will issue 
visas to the IAEA inspection 
team if Team Spirit is called off 
first and if the South makes an 
initiative on the exchange of 
envoys. 

However, diplomats here 
and at the United Nations say 
Pyongyang seems to be trying 
to drag the issue out as long as 
it can to squeeze every possible 


concession from Washington. 

Although the North has 
warmly welcomed a proposal 
by the leader of the South 
Korean opposition that he 
travel to Pyongyang for talks 
with Kim Il-Sung, North 
Korea's news agency, KCNA, 
has in past weeks lambasted 
Kim Young-Sam as being “no 
different” from his military 
predecessors. 

North Korea watchers here 
have said the reactions are 
typical and aimed at creating 
political unrest in the South. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo warned 
North Korea Friday that its 
continued balking at issuing 
visas to intemationaf nuclear 
inspectors would invite “strong 
steps” by the IAEA. 

"Uncertainty clouds the nuc- 
lear issue because North Korea 
has yet to follow up on its 
decision to permit nuclear in- 
spections,” Mr. Han told a 
parliamentary committee, 
accusing North Korea of link- 
ing the start of IAEA inspec- 
tions to a third round of high- 
level talks with Washington. 

The minister's remarks came 
as talks between U.S. and 
North Korean negotiators in 
New York failed to produce an 
agreement on a date for in- 
spections of the North’s seven 
declared nuclear sites. 

Mr. Han said North Korea 
has delayed the issuance of 
visas by insisting the third 
round of talks be held at an 
early date. 



Bonn MPs give 
nod to Christo 
wrap project 



BONN (AFP) — Membere of 
the German parliament voted 
Friday to allow Bulgarian-born 
artist Christo Javacheff to wrap 
Berlin's historic Reichstag 
bidding in silver fabric. In a 
free vote untrammelled by.par- 
ty discipline, the Bundestag 
(lower house) voted by 295 to 
226 to permit the New York 
artist to realise his long- 
standing dream, costing a total 
$6 million. Torched .by the 
Nazis in 1933 and attacked by 
the Red Army in 1945, the 
Reichstag was pinioned in the 
middle of the Beilin Wall dur- 
ing the cold war. caught be- 
tween two Gennanies as a 
symbol of a nation in search of 
itself. It was the Reichstag in' 
its cold war aspect that Christo 
first saw in 1971 on a postcard 
that provided the spark for his 
imagination. 


if good times 
roll, good health 
continues’ 


LONDON (R) — Wealthy 
adults are more likely to be 
healthy than people who had a 
good start in life, a U.S.- 
Finnish survey revealed Fri- 
day. The survey in the British 
medical magazine Lancet chal- 
lenged the commonly-held 
view that the risk of dyingeaxly 
is determined by factors oper- 
ating in the womb or during 
infancy. By studying 2,636 Fin- 
nish men aged between 40 and 
60, the research indicated that 
adult socio-economic factors 
were more important than 
childhood factors in determin- 
ing the risk of an early death. 
“Those in a low-income categ- 
ory were about 2' A times more 
likely to die from any cause 
than those in the high-income 
group, irrespective of child- 
hood socio-economic condi- 
tions,” the article in Lancet by 
doctors at the California De- 
partment of Community 
Health Services. The “upward- 
ly mobile” also experienced a 
lower mortality risk, the survey 
showed. But researchers were 
unsure whether their lifestyle 
became healthier because of 
their mobility or whether a 
healthy childhood determined 
their financial success, the 
men’ were asked about child- 
hood conditions when they 
were 10 but the researchers 
admitted it was “extremely dif- 
ficult” to establish retrospec- 
tively reliable measures of 
childhood circumstances. Cur- 
rent medical hypothesis is that 
poverty in foetal and early 
infancy stages may programme 
biological structures and pro- 
cesses, resulting in increased 
susceptibility to disease in later 
life. 


British police 
powerless to stop 
( kid crook’ 


Unwanted puppy 
survives in 
parcel post 
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LONDON (R) — British 
police are powerless to act 
against a 14-year-old boy, dub- 
bed “kid crook”, who has 
admitted burgling 1.20O .shops 
and bouses in a £2 million ($3 
million) crime spree, Britain's 
Sun newspaper reported Fri- 
day. The top-selling tabloid 
said the boy, who could not be 
named for legal reasons, had 
stunned detectives with admis- 
sions of his- two-year wave of 
break-ins. “But police are 
powerless to stop him because 
he is too young to be locked 
up ” the Sun said. “He has 
been arrested 40 times. But the , 
stiffest penalty the courts can 
give him is a 12-month supervi- 
sion. order, which he is now 
serving,” the newspaper said. 
The newspaper quoted detec- 
tive inspector Tony Kirkby as 
saying: “It is pointless trying to 
prosecute him, so we gave him 
the chance to dear his reoerd. 

“I am sure other police forces 
will want to speak to him. when 
we have finished.” 


EDENBRIDGE. England (R) 

-— The owner of a five^week- 
old mongrel puppy posted the 
dog to an animal refuge centre 
because he could not afford to 
care for it, British newspapers 
reported. Surprised staff at the 
renige in the south England 
town of Edenbridge opened 
what they thought was a nor- 
mal package on Tuesday to 
find the puppy unconscious in- 
side. “i can’t manage. Sorry,” 
an unsigned note inside, 
fne Royal Mail warned people 
n « to copy the practice and 
said the puppy, revived by 
refuge staff, was lucky to sur- 
y vc a f feast one night in ffeez- 
mg temperatures in a mail sort- 
ing office, having been posted 
from tunbridge wells -IT" 
kilometres away. 
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Tackles from behind 
to receive red card 
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PARIS (AFP) — Tackles from 
behind where there is no hope 
of getting the ball are to be 
punished with compulsory red 
cards, according to FIFA 
Secretary General Joseph Blat- 
ter. Blatter revealed the prop* 
osal in an interview with the 
Otympique Marseille suppor- 
ters dub magazine. “Tackles 
from behind where the ball is 
not touched will be banned. 
Any player committing this 
type of foul will be sent off 
immediately,’* he said. He also 
said that linesman had to be 
given increased powers and be 
known as assistant referees to 
boost their status. ‘’Assistant 
referee would be more in line 
with their functions, because a 
four year old boy can tell when 
the ball is over the line or not.” 
On Wednesday. Blatter 


answered that a new World 
Cup prize has been created for 
the tournament’s most exciting 
side. 6 

Blatter speaking to trainers 
and directors from the 24 
teams to reach the finals, said 
if the award “had existed for 
the last World Cup in Italy, it 
would have been the Came- 
roon side who played the most 
attractively.” 

Blatter added the new point 
stnicturc for the tournament, 
with three points for a victory 
and one for a draw, would 
fa vour more attacking play. 

FIFA also looks set to agree 
with allowing a third replace- 
ment during matches for a 
goalkeeper. The measure is 
likely to be adopted next week 
at a meeting in Zurich. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Barcelona, Joventut clinch quarterfinal 
places 

BARCELONA, Spain (R) — Barcelona and Joventut Badalona 
clinched quarterfinal places in the men's European Clubs' 
basketball championship after final group league games Thurs- 
day. Barcelona went through in fourth place in group A with an 
80-64 victory over Real Madrid, who were sure of qualifying in 
second place behind Olympiakos of Greece whatever the result 
of Thursday's game. In neighbouring Badalona, Joventut 
increased Spanish delight when they assured their quarterfinal 
spot from group B by overcoming leaders Istanbul 66-53 with a 
second half surge which crushed the Turks. Juventui’s win just 
edged out Zagreb on countback, despite the Croatia team's bold 
showing in Italy where they stormed to a 114-81 victory over 
Cantu. The Barcelona-Madrid clash in the Palau San Jordi kept 
the fans on the edge of their seats until the last few minutes. 
Needing the win to qualify, Barcelona were ahead throughout 
the match but were held to around five points until they broke 
clear in the final series of attacks. 

Italian Baffi wins again in Valencia 

BUNOL, Spain (R) — Adriano Baffi of Italy continued his 
phenomenal run of sprinting form by winning the third stage of 
the Tour of Valencia cycle race from Ahmisafes to Bunol 
Thursday. It was Baffi's seventh stage victory in 12 days of 
racing in Spain this season. Viatcheslav Ekimov of Russia rook 
over the race leader's yellow jersey. Baffi. who won the first 
stage Tuesday, powered home in a long driving sprint to beat 
Spain’s Javier Palacin and Asiate Saitov of Russia by some five 
metres. All were given the same time of four hours 23 minutes 
41 seconds for the 146-km stage, which included four climbs. 
The most serious bid to break away during a wind-affected ride 
came from Luc Leblanc of France, who escaped 40 km from the 
finish and built up a lead of 39 seconds. But the pack overhauled 
him with 26 km still to go, and after that only a couple of probes 
.by world road race champion Lance Armstrong of the United 
States in the final kilometres disturbed the calm before the final 
sprint. 

Kafelnikov too strong for Gustafsson 

ROTTERDAM (R) — Unseeded young Russian . Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov maintained his growing reputation with a storming 
6-1 6-3 victory over third seed Magnus Gustafsson of Sweden in 
the second round of the $600,000 Rotterdam world indoor 
tournament Thursday. Kafelnikov, who only turned 20 last 
Friday and has risen 53 places on the world ranking list to 51 in 
the last seven weeks, stunned Gustafsson with a lethal and 
unpredictable forehand attack which left the Swede impressed 
aftewards — despite his defeat. “He is one of the best young 
players I have played against, and could make it right to the 
rop," he said. Kafelnikov, who won the Australian hardcoun 
championships in Adelaide in January, ended 1993 as the 
world's 104th-ranked player. He captured widespread attention 
when be came close to defeating world number one Pete 
Sampras in the second round of the Australian Open in 
Melbourne last month, and looks set for a big future in the 
game. 
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DUCK SOUP 


Both vulnera ble. South deals. 
NORTH 
*Q 5 2 
9 A 9 6 
0 7652 
* K 6 3 

WEST EAST 

* J9 8 6 * 10 

9 Q 10 9 K J 8 4 3 

0 Q J 10 0K9843 

♦ Q 10 8 7 * J 9 

SOUTH 
4 A K 74 3 
9 7 5 2 
0 A 

*A64 2 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

3 4 Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of ^ 

It is not always easy to spot the 
extra chanc es available- And when 
you do, it is essential to test the 
priorities in the right order, to make 
sure you get to try them alL 
Once North could raise spades. 
South became interested in game- 
To allow North to judge which val- 
ues would be working. South made a 
game try in a suit where help was 
ne ede d— dubs. With a maximum 
raise and a top honor in chibs. 
North had no problem about 
accepting. 


At the table, declarer won the 
opening diamond lead in hand and 
immediately played off the ace and 
queen of spades, to learn the bad 
news. South continued by cashing 
the king and ace of duba and con- 
ceding a dub. West won and led 
pnnihpr trump and in the fullness or 
liny declarer had to lose a trump, 
another club and two hearts — down 
two. , , 

Once trumps are 4-1 declarer is 
no favorite. Yet better timing could 
have landed the contract. 

Since declarer must concede a 
club, correct technique is to do ao 
immediately by playing a low chib 
fram hand at trick two and ducking 
in dummy. East wins and returns a 
trump, as good a defense as any. 
Declarer takes the king in hand, 
crosses U> the queen of trumps and. 
on learning of the bod trump divi- 
sion, abandons trumps in favor of 
ruffing a diamond. 

Now declarer can cash the long 
and ace of clubs. Although the suit 
doesn't break, declarer is lucky- 
enough to find West wiih the long 
clubs. That permits declarer to ruff 
in dummy, ruff another diamond 
and cash the aces of spades and 
hearts for 10 tricks in alL Declarer 
scores three high trumps, three 
ruffe, two red aces and two dub 
uicka. 


IOC stepping up aid 
donations to Sarajevo 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — The 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) said Friday it was 
stepping up Sarajevo aid dona- 
tions in order to defuse a dis- 
pute with a N< rwegian charity. 

The IOC sa.d it would match 
ail charity donations by Olym- 
pic athletes in LiUehammer 
although its share would solely 
go to help people in the rav- 
aged Bosnian capital which 
hosted the 1984 games. 

•‘We’ll give more than we 
originally announced we were 
going to,” IOC spokesman 
Andrew Napier said. “During 
these particular games, 
Sarajevo has been on every- 
body’s minds because it's 10 
years ago." 

While the IOC wants to 
focus only on Sarajevo, many 
athletes are giving money 
through Olympic aid, a charity 
divides donations five ways be- 
tween Sarajevo, Eritrea, 
Afghanistan, Guatemala and 
Beirut. 

Norwegian speed skater 
Johann Olav Koss. who set 
three world records in winning 
three gold medals, last week 
triggered an IOC offer to 
match athletes' donations to 


Sarajevo when he said he was 
giving a $30,000 victory bonus 
to Olympic aid. 

The IOCs original state- 
ment meant it would only con- 
tribute 6,000 to match the sum 
donated by Koss. But Friday’s 
revised offer meant the IOC 
would now match Koss's full 
donation of $30,000 — but it 
still insisted its gift should be 
solely for Sarajevo. 

Cash given through other 
charities working in former 
Yugoslavia would be matched 
directly. 

“This is not an easy situa- 
tion," said Svein Tomaas, 
campaign manager for Olym- 
pic aid. ‘‘We will accept all the 
money we get but there should 
be no pre-conditions.” 

Olympic aid says its statutes 
bar it from earmarking cash for 
specific causes and that all 
donations must be split five 
ways. 

Tomaas said Olympic aid's 
leaders would meet to try to 
resolve the problem. An IOC 
source said the IOC could 
merely bypass Olympic aid and 
use another charity to channel 
matching funds to Sarajevo. 


Rockets rout Knicks, 
post NBA best record 


HOUSTON. Texas (R) — 
Hakeem Olajuwon had 29 
points and 20 rebounds to lift 
the Houton Rockets to a 93- 
s73 blowout of the struggling 
New York Knicks Thursday 
and the NBA's best record, 
38-13. 

Vernon Maxwell added 18 
points for the Rockets, who 
moved a half-game ahead of 
idle San Antonio in handing 
the Knicks their sixth loss in 
their last 10 games. 

Charles Smith scored 14 
points and Patric Ewing had 12 
points rebounds for Atlantic 
division-leading New York 
(36-17), which was coming off 
a home loss to Seattle Tues- 
day. 

The knicks were held to 13 
points in the third quarter, and 
a season-low 29 points in the 
second half. 

They went scoreless for a 
5:38 stretch as Houston 
opened a 65-53 lead in the 
third. 

Olajkuwon scored four 
straight baskets in a 13-0 run 
that gave Houston its largest 
lead at 88-61 with just under 
five minutes to play. The 
knicks went scoreless for over 
five minutes again during that 
run. 

Otis Thorpe added 15 points 
and Robert Horry had 13 for 
the Rockets. The Midwest di- 
vision leaders. 

The rockets have won seven 
of the last nine meeting? be- 


tween the clubs, including five 
straight at the summit, where 
the Knicks have not won since 
November 15, 1988. 

In Charlotte, Jamal Mash- 
bum matched his career high 
with 37 points and the revital- 
ised Dallas Mavericks held off 
the Hornets 115-110. 

Mashburn made 15-of-21 
field goals and had seven 
assists and six rebounds as Dal- 
las shot a sizzling 64 per cent 
from the floor. 

Jim Jackson added 17 points 
and 10 assists of the Mavericks, 
who are 6-7 in the second half 
of the season after losing 39 of 
their first games, 

Eddie Johnson bad 23 points 
and 10 rebounds to pace the 
reeling Hornets, who have lost 
four straight games and 12 of 
their last 13. 

At Minnesota, Cedric 
Ceballos scored seven of his 26 
points during a decisive 19-6 
second-quarter surge as the 
Phoenix Suns pulled away for a 
120-101 victory over the slump- 
ing Timberwolves. 

Ceballos, who 9-of-12 from 
the field, also also had nine 
rebounds. Dan Majerle added 
21 points, while hiding 5-of-8 

3- pointers, and Charles barkety 
netted 17 points few Phoenix, 
which moved within two games 
of first-place Seattle in the 
Pacific division. 

Barkley added eight assists 
and five rebounds. Phoenis is 

4- 1 since Barkley returned to 
the lineup following the All- 
Star break. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Colt, model 1991, lady- 
driven, very good condition. Very 
reasonable price. 

Contact tel: 685635-685641 (business) 
Tel: 814558 (residence). 


ORIENT EXPRESS 
FOR TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

Announces its attractive trip programmes for the 
Eid A! Fitr Feast 

☆☆ Al Ghardaqah ☆☆ 5 days, 4 nights from 
March 11 to 15, 1994. 

Price per person starts from JD 189 - three star or 
5 star hotel slays — and according to your choice, 
plus a breakfast together with an air ticket, 
fr* Al Ghardaqah plus Cairo fr-fr rate per 
person is JD 220. 

Amman-Grand Palace Hotel front yard, 
tel.: 602460 - 698969 
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Norway sweeps men’s Alpine skiing 
combined, wins ski jump gold 


LILLEHAMMER. Norway 
(AP) — Norway burst into 
song Friday as Lasse Kjus led a 
sweep of rhe men's Alpine 
combined and ski jumper 
Espen B redesen completed a 
remarkable transformation 
from bust to best at the Lille- 
hammer Games. 

The gold-silver-bronze finish 
in the combined and a one-two 
victory on the 90-metre jump 
propelled this ecstatic host na- 
tion into the lead of the hotly 
contested Olympic medals 
race, relegating Russia to 
second place. Norway's five- 
medal rush Friday came within 
90 minutes. 

On a day of sweeps, German 
women finished one-two in the 
5 ,000- met re speedskating race 
as Claudia Pechstein upset 
favoured teammate Gunda 
Niemann, world record holder 
and double gold medalist at 
Albertville. 

For non-Norwegians the 
most eagerly awaited attrac- 
tion on the 14th day of the 
games was the final act of the 
women's figure skating drama. 
It featured Nancy Kerrigan vs. 
Europe’s champions Oskana 
Baiul of Ukraine and Surya 
Bonaly of France — instead of 
Kerrigan vs. American rival 
Tonya Harding. 

By winning gold, silver and 
bronze in the men’s combined 
event, and gold and silver in 
the ski jump, Norway in- 
creased its overall medal tally 
to 25, three more than Russia. 

"This is great, three Norwe- 
gians on the podium," said 
Kjus, 33, after accepting his 
combined gold. 

Picking up on Norway's fes- 
tive mood, Kjus and his two 
medal-winning teammates — 
Kjetil Andre Aamodt and 
Harald Strand Nilsen — 
walzed around the victory 
stand with the flower girls 
while the mostly Norwegian 
crowd of 35,000 sang "victory 
is ours." 

Ninety minutes later, the 
Norwegians had more to cheer 


about at the ski jump stadium 
where the 26-year-old 
Bredesen soared to victory two 
years after finishing 58th and 
last on the normal hill at 
Albertville. Derisively dubbed 
“Espen the Eagle" in 1992 — 
after Britain's hapless jumper 
Eddie “The Eagle” Edwards 
— Bredesen spent the next two 
years perfecting the V-style of 
jumping and toughening bis 
psyche by climbing mountains 
and parachuting. 

"Espen the Best," Norwe- 
gian banners proclaimed Fri- 
day. 

Pechstein’s gold and 
Niemann's silver moved Ger- 
many into third place in the 
medal standings with 22, four 
up fourth-place Italy, which is 
having its best winter games 
ever. 

With two days of competi- 
tion left, Russia continued to 
salvage benefits from the 
scrapped Soviet sports 
machine by taking the 
women’s 30-kilometre biathlon 
relay. 

Kerrigan, Baiul and Bonaly 
wer the top gold medal conten- 
ders going into Friday night's 
free skate. They finished 
Wednesday’s technical prog- 
ramme in one-two-three order, 
white Harding skidded to 10th. 
Baiul needed three stitches fo a 
cut shin after a collision in 
practice Thursday. Complain- 
ing of a sore back, she cut short 
her practice session Friday 
morning. 

On the ski slopes of Hafjell, 
to the north of LiUehammer, 
Kjus added top plarings in 
both of Friday's slalom runs to 
his first in last week's downhill 
portion to win the men's com- 
bined in an aggregate time of 3 
minutes, 17,53 seconds. 

Kjus beat teammate 
Aamodt by more than a 
second. Aamodt took silver, 
adding to the silver he won in 
the regular downhill and the 
bronze in the super-G. Nilsen 
snatched bronze away from 
Austria’s Guenther Mader by 


IBM COMPUTER FOR SALE 


IBM PS / 1 486 
DX2 66 MZ 
50 MZ 


For More Information : Tel : 695433 


CAR FOR SALE RENAULT R9TSE 

DUTY UNPAID 

Model 1986. 4 cyi. 5 spd. mileage 67.000-km Engine 1400 
cc-79 horse power. Colour white Ail opiions including 
air-conditioner, power steering, stereo radio + cassette play- 
er. central lock 

For further Information please call 716016 Fri-Sat 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 


TO ALL FILIPINO WORKERS 
AND RESIDENTS IN JORDAN 

Please be reminded that the deadline for the 
filling of Income Tax Return for 1993 is April 
15, 1994. For details contact Philippine Con- 
sulate General Tel. Nos. 827001/2 

Philippine Embassy 


The Australian Trade Commission, AUSTRADE, 
has a vacancy for a MARKETING OFFICER to 
be based in Amman. 

The successful candidate will have the following 
qualities: 

• An understanding of commercial processes in 
the Middle East. 

• The presence and ability to communicate with 
senior businessmen and government officials in 
both English and Arabic. 

• A minimum standard of computer literacy. 

• An impeccable character. 

• An ability and willingness to travel throughout 
the region. 

Applications will be treated in the strictest of 
confidence and should be in your own handwrit- 
ing with accompanying CVs addressed to: 

Personnel Officer 
Australian Embassy 

P.O.Box 35201 
Amman - Jordan 



German skater Katarina Witt (left) helps out her teammate 
Taqja Szewczenko (right) after colliding with Ukrainian Oksana 
Band (left down) at the Ha mar Amphitheatre Thursday during 
training (AFP photo) 


eight-hundreths of a second. 

Norway's sweep was only 
the third in Olympic Alpine 
history and the first in any 
sport for these games. Austria 
swept the men's giant slalom in 
che 1956 Cortina Games and 
the women's donwhill in 1964 
at innsbruck. 

On the normal hill, 
Bredesen set a hill record — 
104 metres — on his second 
jump, putting him ahead of 
teammate lasse Ottesen, who 
had a longer first jump but 
managed only 98 metres on his 
second. Dieter Thoma of Ger- 
many won bronze while team- 
mate Jens Weissflog, gold 
medalist on the big hill and in 
the team event, finished 
fourth. 

"This competition went 
much better for me than the 
large bill, it was perfect," 
Bredesen said, referring to his 
silver on the 120-metre jump 
Sunday. ‘T was a little bit late 
with my takeoff in the first 
jump." 

At the Viking Ship Hall 
speedskating oval, Pechstein 
finished in 7 minutes, 14.37 
seconds, 1.08 seconds off the 
world record Niemann set on 
the same ice in December. 

“Everything went as I had 
hoped it would," siad Pech- 
stein. who celebrated her 22nd 
birthday Tuesday, "I am very 
happy.” 


Niemann, 27, winner of the 
3.000 and 5.000 in the 1992 
games, skated two Paris after 
Pechstein and was ahead of her 
own world- record pace 1 ■ for 
nine of the first 10 laps.- But 
she tired visibly over the -final 
three laps to finish .51 behind 
her winning teammate. ' 

It has been a disappointing 
Olympics for Niemann, who 
fell in the 3,000 and barely' won 
bronze in Monday's 1,500. 

Despite sites lost in- the 
breakup of the Soviet Union 
three years ago, Russian 
athletes are flexiug their mus- 
cles in the Nordic events, fi- 
gure and speed skating and 
even had a surprise silver med- 
al in Alpine skiing. 

Their ice hockey team .has 
been struggling, though, 
squeaking past Olympic novice 
Slovakia to enter the semi- 
finals. But Russia's ice hqckey 
woes are mainly due to loss of 
veteran players to the national 
hockey league. 

In winning the women’s 30k 
biathlon relay, the Russian 
team capitalised on poor 
shooting by a German racer. 
Simone Greiner-Petter-Memm 
who had three misses -each 
from the prone and standing 
position. Each miss meint a 
150-metre penalty lap in an 
event that combines trifle 
marksmanship and cross- 
country skiing. 


INVITATION FOR BID 

The Technical Assistance and Services Office 
(TASO) at the National Centre for Agricultural 
Research and Technology Transfer (NCARTT).at 
Baq'a is in need of furniture for the library. at 
NCARTT's new building. Furniture is to be either- of 
U.S. origin and/or manufactured in Jordan. Parties 
interested may obtain tender documents and 
specifications for the library from TASO office at 
NCARTT/Baq'a until March 17. 1994. Offers must 
be submitted by April 7. 1994. 


Marketing Manager 
Coordinator 

A LIMITED TERM PROJECT (ONE YEAR 
WITH POSSIBLE EXTENSION ) INVOLVING 
ADVERTISING , CONSUMER RESEARCH , 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND TRAINING. 

reguires the services of a senior-level , bilingual 
Jordanian professional with a strong background 
in marketing , excellent interpersonal skiils.proven 
management capabilities , and a keen interest in 
a challenging and socially rewarding assignment 
based in Amman. 

A background in pharmaceuticals or healthcare is 
a definite advantage. 

FOR CONFIDENTIAL CONSIDERATION , 
PLEASE SEND YOUR C.V WITH TELEPHONE 
CONTACT TO: 

P.O.BOX 851 186. AMMAN 11185, 

ATTENTION : GEORGE PALMER 
( REPLIES SHOULD BE MAILED BY MARCH 
10TH ) 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


GHOST 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 699238 Cinema Tel.: 677420 

PLAZA CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Robin Hood Prince Of Thieves 

Sh»mv ij Hi. .1 <ki ri-tii. .v Ui min 

CONCORD “2** 
Nowhere To Run 

Minus i: tn. 3 ini. 

Arabic play "Hi America" at 8:30 


MISSION OF JUSTICE 

Shows I? It*. 1:111. Ii Ml .s .111 III 'll 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AJWMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabtt Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 

presents a play entitled: 

Al ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Conference 
(play) 

« 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays. Mondays 
and Tuesdays 
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News 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Engineers voting extended 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The number of engineers voting in 
Friday ‘s Jordanian Engineering Association elections failed to 
reach the necessary Si per cent murk and thus a second ballot 
for the nine-member council will have to be cast Saturday. 
Only 5,289 of the associations 12.780 eligible voters cast their 
ballots Friday despite a highly politicised race for the 
association presidency. Incumbent President Husni Abu 
Ghaida. from the conservative Muslim Brotherhood -backed 
White List, is being challenged by maverick former Member of 
the Parliament Laith Shbeilat. Mr. Shbeilat. an independent 
candidate, is being backed by the pan-Arab and leftist Green 
List. Predictions Friday evening declared an almost clean 
sweep for the nine-member White List, with only the post for 
president up in the air between Mr. Abu Ghaida and Mr. 
Shbeilat. The Green List, which dominated the association for 
almost three decades before losing its hold on the association 
fo the White List in 1992. is fielding four candidates while the 
White is fielding nine. 


Former Lebanese militia chief gets hard labour 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The head of a former Lebanese militia was 
sentenced in absentia to seven years of hard labour by a 
military court here for allegedly collaboracing with Israel, a 
court source said on Friday. Etienne Sacre was accused of 
"collaborating with the Israeli enemy." the source said. One 
of his aides. Samir Philippe Nasr. who has been jailed for the 
past six months, was also sentenced to two years of hard 
labour on the same charges. Mr- Sacre. who headed the 
Guardians of the Cedars militia, was accused of having told 
Mr. Nasr to ask renegade army General Michel Aoun to 
cooperate with "Zionist circles" and the Jewish lobby in the 
United States. Mr. Aoun. who lives in exile in France, turned 
down the request, according to the military prosecutor’s 
findings- Mr. Sacre denied the charges against him in 
November, but said he was in favour of establishing good 
relations with Israel. 


'World Bank, PLO meet in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Palestinian and World Bank delegates held 
two-days of talks in Cyprus on infrastructure projects to be 
implemented when Gaza and Jericho come under Palestinian 
self-rule, a Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) spokes- 
man said on Friday. "The projects under discussion will not 
exceed SI 25 million and are related to the infrastructure of the 
two areas." Sayer Younes of the PLO mission in Nicosia told 
Reuters. "We are talking about roads, electricity supplies and 
other projects during the transitional period and how to 
channel these funds after the implementation of the peace 
agreement.” he added. Asked whether World Bank- 
Pales tinian talks on reconstructior . of Gaza and Jericho would 
be affected by the killing by a Jewish settler of at least 62 
people at a mosque in Hebron on Friday. Mr. Younes said: 
‘.'No. they shouldn't be affeered.they won’t be affected. These 
talks are with the World Bank, not the Israelis.” Sixteen 
delegates from the World Bank and delegates of donor 
countries joined the talks in the coastal town of Lamaca, 
which ended late on Thursday. The Palestinian technical 
committee was headed by Dr. Samir Abdullah of the 
Palestinian Economic. Reconstruction and Development 
.Council, Canada, Switzerland. Saudi Arabia and Sweden were 
among the donor countries represented, Mr. Younes said. 


238 rounded up in dawn raid in Assiyut 


ASSIYUT (AFP) — Police rounded up nearly 200 suspected 
Islamic militants on Friday during a vast dawn raid in the 
troubled city of Assiyut in southern Egypt, sources dose to the 
security services said. More than 500 policemen took part in 
the operation, winch taigetted the Walidiya district of Assiyut, 
a hotbed of Islamic militancy, 380 kilo metres south of Cairo. 
Several of the fundamentalists, believed to have came dout 
recent attacks on police and tourists, were found in possession 
of automatic weapons, ammunition and anti-government 
leaflets, the sources said. 


Bouez assails U.S. renewal of travel ban 


BEIRUT (AP) — Foreign Minister Fans Bouez on Friday 
criticised the United States' extension of a ban on travel to 


Lebanon for another six months, calling it unjustified. The 
Lebanese government has been notified by President Bill 
Clinton’s administration of the new extension of the ban, 
which was imposed after the 1985 hijacking of a TWA jetliner 
to Beirut. The ban has since been renewed annually. Thurs- 
day's decision was the first time that the ban has been 
shortened to six months. “Hie decision is unjustified neither 
on the security level, where Lebanon does not differ from 90 
per cent of the rest of the world, nor on the political level,” 
Mr. Bouez said in a statement released by the foreign ministry. 
However, Mr. Bouez saw a “positive indication*' in the 
shortening of the travel ban to six months. 


Turkey extends emergency rule in southeast 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's parliament voted early on Friday 
to extend the state of emergency for four more months in 10 
southeastern provinces as part of efforts to suppress a 
10-year-old Kurdish insurgency. Turkey introduced emergen- 
cy rule in 1987, three years after the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) launched a violent campaign for an independent 
homeland in southeast Turkey in which more than 10,800 
people have been killed. 


Nicaraguans reach peace accord 


CAULATU (R) — The last of Nicaragua's contra rebels 
agreed to lay down their arms and are granted amnesty in a 
peace agreement reached Thursday with the government. The 
accord, which ends decades of guerrilla warfare in his Central 
Ameircan nation, calls for the rebels to be incorporated into 
the national police force in exchange for disarming over the 
next 45 days, government officials and rebel leaders said. 
Interior Minister Alfredo Mendieta, the government’s lead 
negotiator in the talks, said the accord meant that “at last we 
have found in Nicaragua true peace. . . this is the authentic road 
to' national reconciliation.” 


Mercouri operated on for lung cancer 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Greek actress and government 
minister Melina Mercouri was in intensive care in hospital here 
Friday after undergoing an operation for lung cancer, her 
spokeswoman said. Ms. Mercouri, 69, was operated on for a 
second time Thursday after doctors detected bleeding con- 
nected with an operation earlier in the week to remove a small 
cancerous tumour from her right lung. After the three-hour 
operation to stop the bleeding, Ms. Mercouri was recovering 
well and was expected to return to her hospital room later 
Friday, spokeswoman Manuela Pavlitov said. Ms. Mercouri 
had already undergone an operation to remove a tumour from 
her lungs in 1989, but had continued to smoke cigarettes. 


High-level Israeli team vists Nigeria 


LAGOS (AFP) — A high-level Israeli delegation led by a 
member of parliament, Naomi Chazan, is in Nigeria to discuss 
bilateral relations with the authorities, a diplomatic source 
said here Friday. The team is the most senior official Israeli 
delegation to visit Nigeria since the rwo countries restored 
diplomatic relations in May 1992. after a break of almost 20 
vears, the source said. The delegation, which also includes 
Yaacov Keinan, the director of the Africa division in Israel's 
ftirciun ministry, has presented a message from Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres to his Nigerian counterpart. Baba 
Gana Kingibe, on Israel's peace efforts in the Middle East. 


Yemen tension eases 
as mediators arrive 

Karaki returns 


SANAA (Agencies) — Fight- 
ing between northern and 
southern troops abated Friday 
as Arab mediators worked to 
disengage rival military units 
and save the Arab World’s 
youngest republic from civil 
war. 

Members of the northern 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC), led by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, said there was 
relative calm in southern 
Aryan province, which had 
been the main scene of the 
dashes since Monday. 

But despite the apparent 
calm on the weekend, eyewit- 
nesses from the south said 
there was continuous move- 
ment by northern and southern 
military units to take up posi- 
tion and fortify along the for- 
mer border lines north of 
Abyan in case of an outright 
war. 

Abyau province spreads 
from Aden to the former fron- 
tier of North Yemen and South 
Yemen, borders that were eli- 
minated when the two Yemens 
merged in May 1992. 

Both sides also were attemp- 
ting to encride each other and 
advance towards oilfield re- 
gions, according to the eyewit- 
nesses, whose reports were 
being assessed at GPC head- 
quarters in Sanaa. 

Limited casualties have been 
reported by each aide, but in- 
dependent sources and a Saudi ' 
Arabian newspaper that moni- 
tors the situation in Yemen 
closely referred to hundreds 
kilted and wounded. 

Mr. Saleh received at his 
office a Jordanian military de- 
legation, part of a joint . 
Jordanian-Om ani commission 
that has been formed by die 
two countries to disengage 
forces. 

The Jor danians and Om anis 
would also help integrate the 
northern and southern armed 
forces, which are still divided 
despite the 1990 merger of the 
two Yemens. 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein's advisor Khaled Ai Kara- 
ki returned from Yemen Fri- 
day evening after conveying 
two messages from His Majes- 
ty King Hussein to Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and Vice-President Ali Salem 
Al Beidh dealing with Jorda- 
nian efforts aiming at dosing 
the gaps between Yemeni par- 
ties and the need to implement 
the reform and reconciliation 
agreement signed by Yemeni 
leaders in Amman Sunday. 

King Hussein stressed in the 
two messages Jordan’s concern 
about Yemen's unity and the 
readiness of Jordan and other 
Arab countries to continue 
their efforts to implement 
agreement. 

Mr. Saleh voiced his thanks 
for and appredation of the 
King and the Jordanian peo- 
ple’s concern about Yemen’s 
unity. 

Mr. Beidh also voiced his 
thanks for the King and pride 
in His Majesty's role in con- 
taining the Yemeni political 
crisis. 

He affirmed his keeness to 
implement the provisions of 
the reform and reconciliation 
agreement. 


His Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday saw off the Jorda- 
nian military contingent. The 
• team will supervise the imple- 
mentation of a Yemeni reform 
and recondliatiofl agreement 
which was signed by Yemeni 
leaders in Amm an Sunday. 

The Jordanian-Omani forces 
will ensure that the military 
aspects of the agreement are 
fully implemented. 

The Jordanian contingent 
was accompanied by the King's 
advisor Khaled Al Karaki and 
Assistant Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Major 
General Eid Kamel Roudan. 


(Continued' on page 2) 


Hebron gunman was 
a follower of Kahane 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Baruch Goldstein,, 
the American-born physician 
blamed for Friday's mosque 
massacre, was a disciple of the 
late Rabbi Meir Kahane who 
preached violence against 
Arabs and called for their ex- 
pulsion. 


Friends said that Goldstein. 
38, a father of four, was upset 
after the death of a fellow 
settler friend in an attack by 
militants two months ago. 

The Brooklyn-born Gold- 
stein immigrated to Israel 11 
years ago and moved to the 
Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arba, a centre of radical set- 
tlers located outside the 
Palestinian town of Hebron. 



Baruch Goldstein 


A graduate of Columbia 
University, Goldstein be- 
longed to the Jewish Defence 
League under Kahane’s lead- 
ership in New York. In Israel 
he became active with the 
Kach party founded by Kahane 
m the mid-1970s, representing 
it on Kiryat Arba's Local coun- 
cil. 


and Lapid’s 19-year-old son, 
Yisrael. 


Many Jewish settlement 
leadens were stunned and con- 


As Kiryat Arba's main- 
emergency doctor, Goldstein 
was involved in treating many 
victims of Arab-Israeli vio- 
lence in the area. Doctors who 
knew him said Goldstein hated 
Arabs so much he often re- 
fused to treat injured Palesti- 
nians. 

The pervently religious re- 
serves major prayed every 
morning at the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs, the Jewish and 
Muslim holy site where he gun- 
ned down at least 60 Palesti- 
nians and wounded more than 
100 . 


demned Goldstein. But some 
sympathised with his senti- 
ments, citing the pressures 
they faced being under attack 
by militants since the Sept. 13 
Israel PLO accord. 

In all, 24 Israelis have died 
in shootings, most of which 
were claimed by Hamas, a 
group opposed to the accord. 
Before Friday, 65 Palestinians 
were killed by Israelis during 
this period. 

Goldstein apparently drop- 
ped several hints about con- 
sidering violence against 
Arabs. 


“We talked about the prob- 
lem continuously,” Ramati 
said/ 


Afterwards he committed 
suicide, the army said. Settlers 
said they found a signed note 
at the Kiryat Arba clinic which 
said, “I enjoyed working as a 
doctor, wishing for full rede- 
mption.” 

David Ramati. a Chicago- 
born immigrant in Kiryat 
Arba, said he saw Goldstein, 
who was a friend, several hours 
before the attack, at a synago- 
gue reading of the book of 
Esther. The story, about Jews 
rescued from a massacre in 
ancient Persia, is the basis for 
Friday's Purim holiday. 

Goldstein “seemed quite at 
peace with the world. He sat 
with his children in his lap. It 
was a picture of family domes- 
tically,” Ramati said. 


He said Goldstein had indi- 
cated he would not consider 
Muslim worshippers as inno- 
cent victims but rather “poten- 
tial terrorists.” 

Israel maintained that Gold- 
stein acted alone, but some 
Palestinian witnesses said more 
than one Israeli was involved, 
and local leaders said the gun- 
man had help from other 
Israelis, perhaps even soldiers. 

An anonymous caller to 
army radio said the attack was 
a reprisal for Kahane's assas- 
sination in New York in 1990. 
“Kahane Chai,” a group 
founded in his name, praised’ 
Goldstein's action, calling him 
a “Samson in his time,” who 
"sanctified God's name.” 


Noam Amon, a spokesman 
for Hebron's Jewish enclave of 
several hundred families, said 
he thought Goldstein snapped 
after the Dec. 6 shooting death 
of his friend Mordechai Lapid 


Goldstein is not the first 
American behind a major 
attack against Arabs in Israeli- 
held areas. In 1982. Alan 
Goodman staged a shooting 
spree outside the Al Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem, killing 
two Arabs and touching off 
days of protests that generated 
numerous other casualties. 




JORDAN TIMES. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, IW 




n 

i&n 

i 


ANGUISH: Palestinians raise their fists in pain on Friday. The dead were from the Ibrahim! 

and anger during the funeral of relatives and Mosque in Hebron, where one or more Israeli 

friends at Abu Tor cemetery in East Jerusalem settlers opened fire and killed at least 60 Palesti- 
nians early Friday (AFP photo) 




Clinton urges Russia to 
move quickly on spy case 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) not. Friday that the row sha 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton Fri- 
day urged Russia to move 
quickly on his request for 
“appropriate action” to repair 
strained ties from discovery of 
an alleged Russian spy in the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). 

Mr. Clinton indicated he in- 
tended the Russians to with- 
draw Russ an diplomats who 
managed the alleged spy, 
Aldrich Ames, who was 
arrested Monday on charges of 
spying for Moscow from at 
least 1985 to 1993. 

“If they do not do that, we 
will take action and we will 
take it quickly and it will be 
apparent what we have done,” 
Mr. Clinton told a news con-, 
ference. “We think appropri- 
ate action will be taken one 
way or the other.” 

Russia has basically shrug- 
ged off U.S. demands for Mos- 
cow to take specific steps in 
response to the arrest of Mr. 
Ames and his wife on espion- 
age charges. 

Asked why he does not 
simply expel foe Russian diplo- 
mats, believed to be two, Mr. 
Clinton made clear he would 
do so soon if the Russians do 


not. 

“We intend to take the ac- 
tion that we think is appropri- 
ate and you won’t have to wait 
long to find out what that is,” 
he said. 

A senior Russian security 
service official warned Friday 
Russia could unmask U.S. 
spies in Moscow in retaliation 
over foe vehement U.S. pro- 
tests sparked by the Ames spy 
scandal. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told 
foe Interfax news agency that 
Moscow had “compromising 
documents” on a number of 
U.S. diplomats and Russians 
which could be published 
“under certain conditions.” 

Mr. Ames, the highest rank- 
ing CIA agent ever charged 
with espionage, and his wife 
Maria (tel Rosario Casas Ames 
were arrested Monday follow- 
ing a two-year investigation. 

After announcing the 
arrests, the United States 
lodged an immediate protest 
with Russia and demanded 
that it recall ali Russian diplo- 
mats linked to foe CIA agent. 

In a statement carried by foe 
Itar-Tass news agency the 
Foreign Ministry suggested 


Friday that foe row should 
have been settled through di- 
plomatic channels and not 
splashed across newspaper 
frontpages. 

Senior politicians should 
avoid being dragged into a 
public slanging match over foe 
affair, the ministry said, adding 
that “contacts between Russia 
and the United States are dose 
enough” for “any issue” to be 
raised at foe “appropriate 
level.” 

The investigation into Mr. 
Ames had lasted 10 months, 
ample time for the U.S. au- 
thorities to contact their Rus- 
sian counterparts. 

“Our partnership has known 
several very difficult periods, 
the latest being the crisis 
around Sarajevo,” said foe 
ministry. “We will also put an 
end to this misunderstanding,” 
the statement added, calling 
for a “dignified settlement” of 
the Ames affair. 

Hawks in both camps were 
trying to use the affair to dam- 
age friendly relations estab- 
lished by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and his Russian coun- 
terpart Boris Yeltsin at their 
Moscow snmmit in January, 
the ministry added. 


Kabul fighting unabated 


KABUL (Agencies) — Scores 
of rockets lit up the nighttime 
sky as foe president's troops 
and its rivals waged a fierce 
fight into the early hours of 
Friday despite an official ceas- 
efire. 


Two civilians were killed and 
five wounded in two houses 
that took direct hits during foe 
four-hour shoot out that began 
late Thursday night. But no 
overall casualty figures were 
available in the latest round of 
urban combat between Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani’s 
men and Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar’s troops. 

In a city without electricity, 
foe fighting illuminated the sky 
above the Kabul River, which 
served as foe front line be- 
tween Mr. Rabbani’s and Mr. 
Hekmatyar's forces. 

Mr. Rabbani controls most 
of the capital, but Mr. Hek- 
matyar and his ally, warlord 
Rashid Dostum, are encamped 
on the southern and eastern 
outskirts and have been rock- 
eting foe city since launching 
an attack Jan. 1. 

Little ground had been won 


or lost, but more than 10,000 
people have been hurt and 
almost. 1,000 killed. The dty 
also is suffering food shortages 
due to a blockade imposed by 
Mr. Hekmatyar, which keeps 
trucks from entering the dty. 

The frictions agreed to a 
temporary cease-foe 10 days 
ago. bnt heavy fighting con- 
tinues to erupt 

It is the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, so the dty has been 
generally calm during the day 
when most everyone is observ- 
ing foe traditional fast. But 
fortified with a meal at sunset, 
the soldiers often begin shoot- 
ing after dark. 

“Can't anybody tell us when 
this is going to stop?” wailed 
one woman as she watched foe 
battle. 


Pakistan closes embassy 

Pakistan closed its embassy in 
Kabnl on Friday as a new 
border clash heightened ten- 
sion with Afghanistan. 

Pakistani Interior Ministry 
offidais said three rockets, 
fired from inside Afghan terri- 
tory late Thursday, hit a cus- 


toms check post at foe north- 
western Torkham border cros- 
sing. 

Two guards were injured in 
the attack. Pakistani forces re- 
portedly retaliated with auto- 
matic weapons fire. 

The inddent was the latest in 
a series this week which have 
undermined goodwill built up 
between the neighbours since 
foe 1979 Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan. 

Reports said the rockets 
were fired at the checkpost 
shortly after customs officials 
turned back some 400 Afghan 
refugees attempting to enter 
Pakistan in defiance of new 
visa restrictions. 

The Pakistan government 
decided Thursday to tempor- 
arily dose its embassy in Kabul 
and withdraw diplomats and 
staff from the Afghan capital 
after it was ransacked. 

Foreign Minister Sardar 
Assef Ali, who was in Kabul at 
the time of attack, said the 
decision was based on safety 
concerns for foe staff. Diplo- 
mats could return if they were 
assured of safe working condi- 
tions in the Afghan capital. 


Hebron — point of conflict and faith 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (AFP) — The dty of 
Hebron where more chan 60 
Palestinians were killed on Fri- 
day is holy to Jews, Muslims 
and Christians alike as foe bu- 
rial place of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. 


It was at Hebron that God 
made a covenant with Abra- 
ham (Ibrahim) to lead the 
chosen people. 

When his wife Sarah died he 
paid 400 silver shekels for the 
cave of Machpelah to bury her, 
according to Genesis, the first 
book of the Old Testament. 

Tradition has it that Abra- 
ham believed Adam and Eve 
were buried there. 


• When he passed away, his 
sons Ishmael and Isaac buried 
him there too. The couple 
were later joined by Isaac, his 
wife Rebacca. Jacob and his 
wife Leah. 

The cave has thus dominated 
the history of the town which is 
today populatd by 70.000 
Palestinians and 500 Jews. 

Herod the Great sealed off 


the cave in 20 B.C. with mas- 
sive stones and today a huge 
structure covers the site with 
stone cenotaphs to the pat- 
riarchs, looking more like a 
fortress than sanctuary. 

The original structure had’ 
no roof, but at foe end of the 
6th century foe hall of Isaac 
was enclosed by a Byzantine 
church. 

Jews were allowed to con- 
struct a synagogue and the 
church was turned into a mos- 
que after the Arab conquest of 
the Holy Land in 638. 

The Crusaders destroyed the 
synagogue, turned the church 
back to a mosque and mas- 
sacred Jews and Muslims alike. 

By 1260 it was foe turn of the 
Mamelukes to conquer the 
area reversing the church’s sta- 
tus to a mosque again, allowing 
Jews to return to Hebron, but 
not to go beyond the seventh 
step of the eastern wall. 

The Mamelukes built foe 
mosque of Joseph and closed 
for good the entrance to the 
eave which the Crusaders- had 
explored. . ' 


The stairway was detroyed 
in the 1967 Middle East war 
when Jews were able to 
worship freely again at the 
tomb for the first time in cen- 
turies after the population of 
the town surrendered. 

Sixty-seven Jews were killed 
in Hebron in 1929 massacre as 
riots swept Palestine. Thirty- 
five families returned in 1931, 
but were evacuated by the 
British in 1936. 

The Israeli government ban- 
ned the reestablishment of the 
Jews community in Hebron af- 
ter foe war amid fierce opposi- 
tion by the Palestinians. 

However determined set- 
tlers forced a compromise in 
1972, establishing the settle- 
ment of Kiiyat Arba in the hills 
on the edge of Hebron, just a 
kilometre from the tomb. 

By 1979 a group of women 
and children from the settler 
occupied an old hospital in the 
heart of the ruined Jewish 
quarter. An eight-month sit-in 
ended with official permission 
to stay. 
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Tire bieweuf 
temporarily closes 


TOKYO (AFP) — the Tokyo > 
International Airport closed 
down its runway for an hour 
Friday after tires on a North- 
west Airlines jet blew out dur- 
ing a landing, airport officials 
said, adding that no one was 
injured. The officials said 
seven of 18 tires were punc- 
tured and scattered on the run- 
way when the Boeing 747 Hon- 
olulu was landing at 2:15 p.m.’ 
(0515 GMT) at the airport in 
Narita 60 kilometres (37 miles) 
east of Tokyo. The runway was 
shut down until 3:25 p.m. 
(0625 GMT), they said. 

More charges 
dropped against 
Charles 1 attacker 

SYDNEY (R) — Prosecutors 
Friday dropped three more 
charges against the 23-year-old 
Australian student who attack- 
ed Britain’s Prince Charles 
with a blank pistol last month. 
In the latest court appearance 
of David Kang, 23, prosecutors 
for the state of New South 
Wales dropped two firearms 
charges after police told the 
court the starting pistol Mr. 
Kang used could not be classi- 
fied as a firearm. One assault 
charge was also dropped be- 
cause no witnesses could be 
called from overseas and foe 
prince would have had to re- 
turn to Australia to testify he 
was scared during the attack. 
Two charges against Mr. Kang 
of assaulting an internationally 
protected person were drop- 
ped earlier this month and now 
only one of the originally six 
charges remains — that he 
used or threatened to use un- 
lawful violence against the 
prince. But the director of pub- 
lic prosecutions for New South 
Wales added the charge of 
offensive behaviour Friday 
against Mr. Kang. Mr. Kang 
leapt from a crowd and ran 
towards Prince Charles during 
a ceremony in Sydney on Jan. 
26, firing two shots from a 
starting pistol before tripping. 
Police and state officials sub- 
dued him before he could 
reach the prince. 

Rapist father 
gets 12 years 

^RSEILLE, France (AFP) 
- A 46-ye ar -° W bartender 
here has been jailed for 12 
years for raping his stepdaugh- 
ters aged 15 and 13. The elder 

f"? *° ,d the court in detail 
^ she raped eveiyother 
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